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The Parish of Tidenham
 C

ontacts 
  

St M
ary &

 St Peter 
Tidenham

 
Sunday: 9:00am

 

St M
ichael &

 All Angels 
Tidenham

 Chase 
Sunday: 4:00pm

 

Sƚ LƵke͛Ɛ 
Tutshill 

Sunday: 11.00am
 

w
w

w
.tidenham

parishchurch.co.uk 
Vicar 

Revd David Treharne 
01291 760034 

Tidenham
 Vicarage, G

loucester Road, Tutshill, Chepstow
  N

P16 7DH
 

dtrevd@
aol.com

 
Associate Priest 

Revd Brother Tom
 Clam

m
er OC 

01722 504938 

Curate 
Revd N

icki Bullivant 
07936 787409 

Reader 
Fiona Gardiner 

01291 624868 
Reader 

Jam
es Parsons 

01291 446300 
Children &

 Fam
ilies 

M
issioner 

Em
m

a Durbin 
07488 373817 

em
m

ad.cyfm
@

gm
ail.com

  
Church W

arden 
N

icholette Flatm
an 

07910 659 322  
Church W

arden 
Brian Duerden 

01291 623310 
Deputy W

arden Tidenham
 

Cate Phillips 
01291 624260 

Deputy W
arden Tutshill 

Jam
es Parsons 

01291 446300 
PCC Secretary 

Iain G
ardiner 

01291 624868 
PCC Treasurer 

Paul Coom
bs 

01291 629098 
tidenham

treasurer@
gm

ail.com
  

Bell Ringers 
Cate Phillips 

01291 624260 
Tidenham

 Choir 
Roger M

artin 
01291 627800 

Parish Safeguarding O
fficer 

M
arilyn H

enderson 
01291 620140 

Deputy Safeguarding O
fficer 

M
arion Evans 

01291 622252 

Parish Adm
inistrator 

 
07541 582687 

tidenham
adm

in@
btinternet.com

 
Pastoral Visit Co-ordinator 

Julia Parsons 
01291 446300 

Parish N
otices 

 
 

tidenham
parishnotices@

gm
ail.com

 
The Link Editor &

 
and Link Distribution 

Tanya W
hite 

01291 623169 

tanya.rockym
ead@

gm
ail.com

 
The Link Advertising 

Roger M
artin 

01291 627800 
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O
THER U

SEFU
L CO

N
TACTS 

Churches Together   
Church Activities   

Foodbank 
07507 468396 

Life G
roups 

01291 446300 

CAP (Debt H
elp) 

David Price 
davidprice@

capuk.org 

07539 477286 
 

Fairtrade 
01291 446300 

 
 

Care Hom
e Services 

01291 624572 

O
ther Local Churches   

  
  

Baptist 
07712 899958 

Stroat Evangelical 
01594 562355 

M
ethodist 

01291 627014 
Rom

an Catholic 
01291 622649 

Sedbury Church 
01594 529209 

The Bridge Church, 
Chepstow

 
07563 644860 

Sƚ M
aƌǇ͛Ɛ PƌiŽƌǇ 

01291 620980 
 

 

Children &
 Youth   

  
  

Pre-School in Sedbury 
PATA@

Pengins 
01291 638665 

Tutshill Com
m

unity 
Pre-School 

01291 629134 

O
ffa͛Ɛ M

ead SchŽŽů 
01291 622932 

St Briavels School 
01594 530428 

Tutshill C of E School 
01291 622593 

Sƚ JŽhŶ͛Ɛ SchŽŽů 
01291 622045 

 Toddler G
roups 

07488 373817 
W

yedean School 
01291 626180 

Care H
om

es   
  

  

Castleford H
ouse 

01291 629929 
A&

E: The G
range 

01633 493100 

M
edical 

  
  

  
Tutshill Surgery 

01291 637910 
Sedbury Surgery 

01291 626041 

Chepstow
 Hospital 

01291 636636 
Royal G

w
ent 

H
ospital 

01633 234234 

N
HS Direct 

0845 4647 
N

HS Dentist 
0845 4647 

Chem
ist Sedbury 

01291 622532 
M

eƌƌick͛Ɛ Cheŵ
iƐƚ 

01291 622387 

Chepstow
 Library 

01291 635730 
Chepstow

 Leisure 
Centre 

01291 635745 

Forest of Dean Council 
01594 810000 

G
loucester Council 

01452 425000 

Police 
 (non em

ergency) 
101 

N
eighbourhood 

W
atch 

101 

               814yug@
gm

ail.com

683797
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The Tidenham Parochial Church Council (PCC) cannot accept responsibility 
for the items advertised in this magazine and readers should exercise normal 
care when following up an advert. The Magazine Editorial Team reserves the 
right to reject any advertisements or articles. 

ADVERTISIN
G

 IN
 TH

E LIN
K: Roger M

artin  
01291 627800     e-m

ail rogerm
artin340@

outlook.com
 

Professional Assistance 
Page 

Architects: Axion 
52 

Financial Planning: iam
 Financial 

49 
Funeral Services: Philip Blatchly 

48 
Funeral Services: Ian W

atts &
 Son 

46 
 

 
Gardening Services 

 
Ben W

illiam
s Fencing Services 

52 
Em

m
a &

 G
raham

 W
illiam

s G
ardening Services 

48 
Law

n Ladies 
47 

G
reen Grafter: G

arden and Tree Services 
53 

Senior Services: Pressure W
ashing plus 

50 
 

 
Hom

e Services 
 

 
 

Chim
ney Sw

eep: Chim
Knee Sw

eeps 
51 

Decorating: John Cottrell 
52 

Skips: W
oodstock  

52 
 

 
Food Services 

 
Butcher: A. &

 H. Jones 
48 

Catering: Abbey Catering, @
 Tintern 

48 
 

 
Personal Services 

 
 

 
Foot Health Professional: Ceri Crossland  

50 
Foot Care: Hallux 

51 
Hairdresser: Candice 

50 
Hairdresser: Di the Hair 

52 
Car Services 

 
Dean's Auto Repairs 

50 
M

otor Services of Chepstow
 

52 
 

 

ADVERTISIN
G

 IN
 TH

E LIN
K: Roger M

artin  
01291 627800     e-m

ail rogerm
artin340@

outlook.com
 

54 
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  PLEASE N
O
TE   

All copy for the Autum
n Link  (Septem

ber-Novem
ber 2023) 

 m
ust be w

ith Tanya by  Friday, 4
th August 2023  

 Em
ail: tanya.rockym

ead@
gm

ail.com
  

or posted to: Tanya W
hite, Rockym

ead, Coleford Road,  
Tutshill, Chepstow

, NP16 7BU   (01291 623169) 

 L
e
t
t
e
r f

ro
m

 t
h

e
 E

d
it

o
r  

S
u

m
m

e
r G

re
e
t
in

g
s t

o
 e

v
e
ryo

n
e

S
u

m
m

e
r G

re
e
t
in

g
s t

o
 e

v
e
ryo

n
e

S
u

m
m

e
r G

re
e
tin

g
s t

o
 e

v
e
ryo

n
e
  

a
n
d

 w
e
lc

o
m

e
 to

 o
u

r L
in

k
 m

a
g
a
z
in

e
 

I hope that everyone  is keeping w
ell. 

  

In
sid

e
 th

is m
o
n
th

:
In

sid
e
 th

is m
o
n
th

:  
 

¾
 

Vicar David speaks of som
e bits of new

s  (pages 4-6) 
¾
 

M
ay  w

e hear w
hat the Spirit is saying to the Church (pages 34-35) 
¾
 

Sedbury Space (page 8-9) 
¾
 

Banner of Hands (page 11) 
¾
 

Sƚ LƵke͛Ɛ CŽffee M
ŽƌŶiŶg (page 11) 

¾
 

Scarecrow
 Trail - M

usicals (see cover) - answ
ers (page 14-15)

 

¾
 

Parish Lunch 
(page20)  

 

See w
hat details and 

events you can 
discover and  enjoy our 

m
agazine,  

 
Love from

 T
a
n
ya

T
a
n
ya

 

3 

T
an

y
a W

hite 

If
 n

o
t p

a
id

 a
lre

a
d

y, a
n
n
u

a
l su

b
sc

rip
tio

n
 o

f
 

£
5
 is d

u
e
  

For ease of accounting at this tim
e, 

Please pay this into the Tidenham
 Bank Account:  

Lloyds Bank plc - Chepstow
 (309189) Branch 

Account nam
e: Tidenham

 Parochial Church 
Branch Sort Code: 30-91-89 
Account Num

ber: 00304754 
 ƐƚaƚiŶg ͞LiŶkSƵb͟  

Alternatively give this to your Link Distributor or to 
ŵ

e
 ͙
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VicaU DaYid W
UiWeV«

VicaU DaYid W
UiWeV«

  

  

S
om

e B
its of N

ew
s as w

e L
ive L

ife 
S

om
e B

its of N
ew

s as w
e L

ive L
ife 

TRgeWheU iQ Whe FORZ
 Rf G

Rd·V LRYe
TRgeWheU iQ Whe FORZ

 Rf G
Rd·V LRYe  

 R
evd

 R
oy

ston
 G

rosven
or, form

er V
icar of 

R
evd

 R
oy

ston
 G

rosven
or, form

er V
icar of 

T
id

en
ham

T
id

en
ham

  
It is w

ith great sadness to w
rite that the form

er 
Vicar of Tidenham

, m
y predecessor, Royston died 

in April 2023.  Royston w
as Vicar here from

 1997-
2011.  I am

 privileged to have been able to follow
 

Royston as Vicar and benefit from
 the w

ork he undertook and enabled in 
this place.  W

e give thanks for Royston’s life and m
inistry and pray for his 

w
ife Pat and son David.  M

ay w
e/they know

 the love of God and the 
hope of resurrection in Christ Jesus our risen Lord! 
 M

u
sical In

stru
m

en
ts

M
u

sical In
stru

m
en

ts
  

Thanks to a generous donation w
e are blessed to have a new

 organ at 
Tidenham

 Chase!  It m
akes a w

onderful sound and w
ill be a great aid to 

our w
orship. 

 W
e are also blessed to have a new

 digital piano at St Luke’s, Tutshill.  It 
too m

akes a w
onderful sound and is part funded in m

em
ory of N

atasha 
Scott Falber…

 a lovely young Christian and a m
em

ber of our church 
fam

ily w
ho tragically died in ϮϬϭϯ.  As w

e w
orship through song w

e’ll be 
joining her w

orship!
 

 N
eZ

 PeRSOe aQd N
eZ

 ChUiVWiaQV«
N

eZ
 PeRSOe aQd N

eZ
 ChUiVWiaQV«

  
If you are new

 to the w
orshipping com

m
unity here then a w

arm
 

w
elcom

e to you.  There are several Life Groups in the Parish giving 
opportunity to m

eet w
ith others and explore life and faith.  Please do 

speak to any of the m
em

bers of the staff team
 in the Parish if you w

ant 
to know

 m
ore about the Christian faith or be baptised and/or confirm

ed.  
It has been really w

onderful to see new
 faces and to m

eet people hungry 
to know

 God and see their lives and com
m

unities im
pacted for good.  It 

has also been a joy to see an increase in people bringing their children 
for baptism

! 
 

Vicar  
Revd David Treharne 
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G
reenG

rafter
 

Tree Surgery, M
ow

ing  
&

 H
edge  

 Cutting Services
 

 

Tel: 01
2

91
 6

5
0

6
2

8
  M

ob: 07
8

1
5

 7
917

7
7

 
Em

ail: greengrafter@
btinternet.com

 
W

eb: w
w

w
.greengrafter.org.uk 

  . 

Established 1
9

9
9

, w
e are a fam

ily run business, 
specialising in tree surgery &

 ground m
aintenance 

 
W

hether it be from
 felling a sm

all tree to a 
m

ore com
plex tree surgery,  

such as crow
n reductions on large trees, to 

dangerous/confined tree rem
oval. 

  
W

e have the specialist equipm
ent required for 

chipping up trees and m
ow

ing sm
all and large 

grassed areas  
from

 form
al law

ns to sm
all w

ild flow
er m

eadow
s. 

 
W

e can cut any size hedges from
 sm

all to tall. 
  

P
lease e-m

ail or give Steve a call  
for any further inform

ation. 
 Experienced, Q

ualified and Fully Insured 

53 
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M
O

T
O

R
 S

E
R

V
IC

E
S

 
o

f C
H

E
P

S
T

O
W

 

Fiat D
ealer 

Servicing 
N

ew
 and U

sed C
ar Sales

 

Tel: (01291) 623304
 

(form
erly Tutshill Service Station) 

B
en

 W
illiam

s 

F
en

cin
g

 S
ervices 

C
overin

g
 all aspects of 

fen
cin

g
 an

d
 repairs 

07
92

7
 4

8
3

08
5

 

JO
H

N
 CO

TTRELL 
Q

ualified D
ecorator 

For a Q
uality,  

Reliable, 
Friendly Service 

Reasonable Rates 
                 N

o V.A.T. 
 

Tel. 07760 364462 
To arrange a quote 

 
D

i the H
air 

M
obile 

H
airdressing 

C
all D

ianne W
illetts 

for cuts and colours in 
your ow

n hom
e 

0
754 10

7 4963 
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  C
on

firm
ation

C
on

firm
ation

  
There w

ill be a Parish confirm
ation on Sunday 9 July 2023 at 3pm

 in  
St Luke’s Church.  At this gathering w

ith the Bishop people w
ill be m

aking 
prom

ises and com
m

itting them
selves to follow

 our Lord.  Please pray for 
them

, support them
 and encourage them

 on their faith journey. 
 PUa\, SUa\, SUa\«
PUa\, SUa\, SUa\«

  
In addition to our Parish day of prayer on Sat 27 M

ay and the Tidenham
 

Parish Q
uiet Day and Retreat at Ty M

aw
r in July 2023, I w

ould like to 
encourage all God’s people in this place to pray w

ith all your hearts at 
this tim

e.  W
hy? 

=
 Prayer is loving relationship and com

m
unication w

ith God.  Prayer is 
like the air w

e breathe…
 essential! 

=
 Prayer is needed to know

 God’s w
ill and call for our ow

n lives and the 
life of the church 
=
 Prayer is so needed for our com

m
unities, nation and the w

orld 
 

Karl Barth said…
 

͞To clasp the hands in prayer is the beginning  
of an uprising against the disorder of the w

orld.͟ 
 A

G
M

 resu
lts

A
G

M
 resu

lts  
O

ur Annual General M
eeting w

as held on Sunday Ϯϯ April at St Luke’s 
Tutshill.  Congratulations to those elected to office at this year’s Parish 
AGM

, including: -
 

 

=
 

N
icholette Flatm

an and Brian Duerden w
ho w

ere re-elected 
as Churchw

ardens until the next Annual Church M
eeting in 

2024. 
=
 

M
olly M

ayo and Jam
es Parsons w

ho w
ere elected to the 

Forest South Deanery Synod until the Annual Church 
M

eeting in 2026. 
=
 

Em
m

a Phillips, Iain Gardiner and Robin Riordan w
ho w

ere 
elected to the PCC until the Annual Church 
M

eeting in 2026. 

5 
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  They join our existing PCC m
em

bers: Paul Coom
bs, M

arilyn Henderson, 
John Ross Henderson, Polly M

organ and Andrew
 Palm

er. Alongside 
them

 as Ex-O
fficio PCC m

em
bers are the ordained clergy: Vicar David 

and Revd. N
icki Bullivant, and our Readers: Fiona Gardiner and Jam

es 
Parsons. Please pray for all those called to serve Christ and his Church 
on the PCC. 
 A

n
n

u
al R

eport
A

n
n

u
al R

eport  
The Annual Report for 2022 can be found on the Parish W

ebsite 
(under contact info and dow

nloads).  There are som
e great pictures to 

accom
pany the m

any w
ords w

hich docum
ent som

e of the fantastic 
w

ork undertaken in and around the Parish. 
 T

han
k

 y
ou

T
han

k
 y

ou
  

M
assive thanks to all those w

ho contribute to our life together and 
w

ork so hard am
ongst us!

 
 Life TRgeWheU«
Life TRgeWheU«

  
You are w

elcom
e to join a Life Group (sm

all groups of people from
 the 

church m
eeting together to explore life and faith in different w

ays). 
 If you’re not doing so already consider doing ‘com

m
unity’ together: 

the m
onthly coffee m

orning, Parish Lunch, activities at Sedbury Space, 
the M

en’s Group, volunteering w
ith our com

m
unity partners. 

 M
ay w

e be a people of w
orship glorifying God, Father, Son and Holy 

Spirit; a people seeking God’s heart and God’s w
ill; a people of 

w
elcom

e and hospitality; a people w
ho love one another in unity and 

in our diversity; a people building bridges not w
alls; a people linking 

faith and life…
 and a people of love and com

passion. 
 The Lord bless you and keep you! 

   

D
avid

D
avid

D
avid

   
Your Priest and Vicar 
Revd David Treharne 
Vicar of Tidenham

  
w

ith Beachley and Lancaut 
and Priest in Charge of St Briavels w

ith 
Hew

elsfield &
 Brockw

eir 
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51 

͞I͛ǀe jƵƐƚ gŽƚ back 
from

 holiday and now
 

I͛ŵ
 cŽŵ

ƉůeƚeůǇ 
shattered Ͷ

 can I 
haǀe ƚhe ǁ

eek Žff͍͟ 
C

artoon
 by

 D
om

 W
hite

C
artoon

 by
 D

om
 W

hite  
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50 

                          
                          D

eaŶ͛Ɛ AƵƚŽ ReƉaiƌƐ Lƚd
D

eaŶ͛Ɛ AƵƚŽ ReƉaiƌƐ Lƚd      
        

          
          

                            W
e offer quality w

orkm
anship and our m

echanics  
                              have a w

ealth of experience and know
ledge. 

                                    W
e service, repair &

 M
O

T all m
akes of cars.       . 

                                   W
e offer air conditioning service and full diagnostic checks. 

 

Call us on 01291 629302 
 

U
nit 14 Bulw

ark Ind Est Bulw
ark Road Chepstow

 N
P16 5Q

Z 
W

e care about our custom
ers and their cars 

  
M

O
BILE 

H
AIRD

RESSER 
 

FO
R AN

 APPO
IN

TM
EN

T 
 

PLEASE TELEPH
O

N
E 

 

CAN
D

ICE 
01291 622331 F

o
o

t
 H

e
a
lt

h
 P

ro
f
e
ssio

n
a
l

F
o

o
t
 H

e
a
lt

h
 P

ro
f
e
ssio

n
a
l  

Ceri Crossland. D
ip M

CFH
P, M

AFH
P 

01291 627157  0774 8324416 
ceri.crossland@

btinternet.com
 

 
 

RŽƵƚiŶe Ŷaiů caƌe͙
͘N

aiů ƚƌiŵ
ŵ

iŶg Θ
 ƚhickŶeƐƐ ƌedƵcƚiŽŶ 

CŽƌŶ Θ
 caůůŽƵƐ ƌeŵ

Žǀaů͙
͘D

ƌǇ͕ cƌacked heeůƐ       
FƵŶgaů ŶaiůƐ͙

͘D
iabeƚic fŽŽƚ caƌe 

https://foxglove-therapies.co.uk  

M
o
b
ile

 

V
isits 

a
v
a
ila

b
le

 

S
E

N
IO

R
 S

E
R

V
IC

E
S

S
E

N
IO

R
 S

E
R

V
IC

E
S

  
Pressure W

ashing 
Paths, Patios  

Fence Painting/Staining 
G

arden Tidying
 

 

Contact: Rob
Contact: Rob  

Tel: 
Tel: 0739 104 6450 

Em
ail: 

sservicesrob@
gm

ail.com
 

R
eliable, trad

ition
al 

R
eliable, trad

ition
al   
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 Y

RXU FiQaQciaO G
iYiQg WR G

Rd·V ChXUch
Y

RXU FiQaQciaO G
iYiQg WR G

Rd·V ChXUch
 

 THAN
K YO

U
 to everyone w

ho has given 
financially to the Parish over this last year!!!  
Your significant financial support has been 
essential.  M

uch of our m
inistry and m

ission 
in the Parish is FREE…

, but it is costly and 
challenging in these tim

es of increasing 
costs!  The vicar, our buildings, our w

ork w
ith 

Children, Youth, and fam
ilies, w

ellbeing and 
pastoral care is largely paid for by our local Christian giving.   
 

 
 W

ith exciting things going on w
ithin the church here, please consider 

afresh your financial com
m

itm
ent to God’s church in this Parish.  The 

form
er Bishop of Sheffield Jack N

icholls said, ͞O
Ƶƌ geŶeƌŽƐiƚǇ iƐ 

m
easured not by w

hat w
e give, but by w

hat w
e have left w

hen w
e have 

giǀeŶ͘͟
 

 W
e invite all m

em
bers to give regularly and electronically if possible.  
Here are som

e giving options - 
Bank Account - Tidenham

 Parochial Church  
Sort Code 30-91-89  

Account N
um

ber 00304754 
Standing O

rder &
 Gift Aid Form

s available to dow
nload from

 W
ebsite 

Parish Treasurer ʹ Paul Coom
bs  

 And don’t forget that w
e now

 have a card reader at St Luke’s.  W
ith less 

of us carrying cash around the opportunity to give by credit card is really 
im

portant. 
  O

nce again thank you to all those of you w
ho have given generously and 

regularly over the last year to help m
ake things happen.  Thank you!! 

                                    
                                    V

icar D
avid

V
icar D

avid
  

How
 m

uch? 
Before any projects such as W

ellbeing or Children, it costs around 
£8,000 a m

onth to run the Parish!  D
irect giving am

ounts to about 
£6,500 a m

onth! 

7 
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SED
BU

RY SPACE N
ew

s 

  

ϭϭ͕ KiŶg Alfƌed͛Ɛ RŽad͕  
Sedbury  

N
P16 7AG

,                                                          
e-m

ail: 
info@

sedburyspace.org.uk 
Centre M

anager Susan on 
07522 178639 

8 

Did you know
 that w

e have the 
m

ost beautiful garden area at the 
back of Sedbury Space? It is cared 
for and nurtured by som

e of our 
green-fingered volunteers and is 
kept in top condition. O

ur m
ural 

w
as painted by local artist Andrew

 
Q

uelch and is a w
onderful 

rem
inder of a day trip w

hich took 
place last year to Slim

bridge  

Volunteers  
Could you give som

e of your tim
e to support us?  

W
e are alw

ays grateful for volunteers com
ing forw

ard w
hether to 

offer tim
e on a regular basis or ad-hoc, all help is appreciated. If you 

w
ould like to start up a new

 activity or group, w
e w

ould certainly 
w

elcom
e new

 ideas or suggestions. Please contact Susan, Centre 
M

anager on 07522 178639  
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    FU
N

ER
A

L SER
VIC

E    
 

PH
ILIP B

LATC
H

LY 
& Son Ltd 
 

M
B

IE   M
N

A
FD

   M
BIFD

   Dip FD
 

H
ighcroft H

ouse, W
oolaston 

                      D
ean (01594) 529345 

5, S
tation R

oad, C
hepstow

 
                      C

hepstow
 (01291) 624939 

London H
ouse, 14, C

hepstow
 R

oad, C
aldicot  C

aldicot (01291) 430468 
R

egents C
ourt, 3, R

egent Street, Lydney         D
ean (01594) 842877 

FU
N

ER
A

L D
IR

EC
TO

R
S &

 M
O

N
U

M
EN

TA
L M

A
SO

N
S 

 � 24hr Personal Service  � Private C
hapels of R

est  �M
onum

ental Show
room

s 
� Pre-paid Funeral Plans 
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E
m

m
a &

 G
rah

am
 W

illiam
s 

G
arden

ing S
ervices 

 

F
or a local profession

al 
service coverin

g all aspects 
of gardenin

g
 

 

T
ree w

ork u
n

dertaken
 

N
P

T
C

 qu
alified 

 

T
el:  

0
12

9
1 6

2
3

9
8

1 
M

obile:  
0

776
2

0
 4

9
4

3
8

 

A
. &

 H
. J

O
N

E
S

 
 

B
utcher &

 D
elicatessen 

(all our m
eats and poultry are  

locally produced)  
H

om
em

ade Pies &
 Sausages 

Hom
e C

ured B
acon  

Hom
em

ade Faggots 
Steak, G

uinness &
 M

ushroom
 Pies 

Fresh Fish 
  

T
e

le
p

h
o

n
e

 (0
1
2

9
1

) 6
2
2

0
6

3
 

C
o

le
fo

rd
 R

o
a

d
,  

T
u

ts
h
ill, C

h
e

p
s
to

w
 

 The Link Parish M
agazine                     June, July & A

ugust 2023 - S
um

m
er 

  
9 

Susan our Centre M
anager is 

proudly displaying our recent Food 
Hygiene rating of 5*. This is thanks 

to the hard w
ork of our team

 of 
volunteers w

ho serve 
refreshm

ents and/or cook and 
serve our Sunday lunch provision, 
and our cleaner Lynn M

organ w
ho 

keeps the prem
ises in am

azing 
condition for us.  

W
e take our food provision very 

seriously and the team
 have all 

carried out their Food Hygiene 
level 2 training. W

e all understand 
the im

portance of m
aintaining 

good records and hygiene 
standards and this has paid off for 

us.  
THAN

K YO
U

 TO
 ALL THE TEAM

.  

Sue Skinner, w
alk 

leader of the Sedbury 
W

alking for Health 
group presented 
Sedbury Space w

ith a 
cheque for £60 from

 the 
Forest of Dean 
Com

m
unity W

alks 
organisation. This w

as 
part of a FVAF W

arm
 Space Grant in recognition of 

Sedbury Space providing a regular w
arm

 space, hot 
drinks and com

panionship for the w
alking group  
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                Bullet Point N
ew

s
 

. =
 

Thinking about Baptism
/Christening or a 

W
edding in church? 

It has been lovely to have people getting in touch once 
again about getting their baby christened or perhaps having a 
w

edding in church.  M
any congratulations if you’re at this stage of 

life!  Please do get in touch w
ith Vicar David or one of the team

. 
For w

eddings visit https://w
w

w
.yourchurchw

edding.org/ 
For baptism

s/christenings visit https://churchofenglandchristenings.org/ 
=
 

 Is G
od calling you? 

All of us reflect on the purpose of our lives at som
e point.  Part of this reflection 

can lead us to having a sense of being called to do som
ething particular in or with 

our lives.  M
ay the Holy Spirit lead you to respond to w

hat the Lord m
ay require 

of you. Please do not hesitate to speak w
ith som

eone at church about this.  It is 
quite norm

al and rem
em

ber, God can use any of us he chooses! 
=
 

Illness 
W

e w
ould like to rem

ind parishioners (church and non-church folks) that they 
should not hesitate to contact us in the event of illness and hospitalisation.  If 
nothing else, vital prayers can be offered for those in need. 
=
 

Churchyards 
Our churchyards are very special spaces for rem

em
bering departed loved 

ones. Therefore out of respect for all m
ourners please rem

em
ber that grave-

areas should conform
 to the churchyard regulations.  This allow

s for peaceful 
use and trouble-free m

aintenance throughout the churchyard.  The Parochial 
Church Council kindly asks that no extraneous additions (stones, plastic 
flow

ers, ornam
ents and statuary, plants, trees, vases, kerb-edging, etc.) are 

placed in or around graves.  The planting of trees is a particular issue 
w

hich m
ay cause dam

age to other graves and prevent a grave space 
being reopened in the future.  Thank you. 
=
 

Legacy 
W

e have been hum
bled and m

ost grateful to have received legacy donations 
in the past.  Perhaps w

e could all think about leaving a financial gift w
hen w

e 
die w

hich can help tow
ards the costs of m

ission and m
inistry for the future, 

particularly at this challenging tim
e.   
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W
e are a local com

pan
y

 that 
W

e are a local com
pan

y
 that   

have a passion
have a passion

  

for g
reat look

in
g

 law
n

s. 
for g

reat look
in

g
 law

n
s.   

W
e offer a frien

d
ly

,
W

e offer a frien
d

ly
,  

reliable an
d

 profession
al service 

reliable an
d

 profession
al service 

provid
in

g
 g

rass cu
ttin

g
, 

provid
in

g
 g

rass cu
ttin

g
,   

ed
g

in
g

 an
d

 leaf clearin
g

ed
g

in
g

 an
d

 leaf clearin
g

. .  
  

F
or a q

u
ote, please call u

s, w
e w

ill 
F

or a q
u

ote, please call u
s, w

e w
ill 

be happy
 to d

iscu
ss y

ou
r 

be happy
 to d

iscu
ss y

ou
r 

req
u

irem
en

ts.
req

u
irem

en
ts.  

P
rices to su

it all bu
d

g
ets.

P
rices to su

it all bu
d

g
ets.  

w
w

w
.thelaw

nladies.co.uk 
Em

ail: 
thelaw

nladies@
hotm

ail.com
 

M
ob: 07871 934 376 

Tel: 01291 650881 

If you need:- 
patterns; 

fabric; lining; 
lace; sewing 
cotton; em

broidery 
cotton; zips; or 

buttons for m
aking, 

m
eQdiQg RU decRUaWiQg« 
N
o charge but any 
donations to  
Tidenham

 PCC 
Contact D

ella Rim
m
er 

on 01291 409721 
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=
  Parish Contact W

ebsite Address   
Parish W

ebsite: This has inform
ation, docum

ents and links to 
other sites. https://w

w
w

.tidenham
parishchurch.co.uk  

Parish Facebook Page: for com
m

unicating new
s &

 info to the 
w

ider com
m

unity. Please ‘follow
’ or ‘like’. 

https://facebook.com
/tidenham

parishchurch 
Parish Facebook G

roup: all w
elcom

e to join this private group and post 
com

m
ents. 

https://w
w

w
.facebook.com

/groups/114300818701466/ 
 YouTube channel: ‘Tidenham

 Parish O
nline Church’ w

ith videos to assist your 
devotions.   https://w

w
w

.youtube.com
/channel/U

CkRjO
lvDBT9M

9usfhp2722w
 

St Briavels &
 Hew

elsfield w
ebsite:   w

w
w

.stbandhchurches.org.uk 

11 

The B
aQQeU iV QRZ

 RQ diVSOa\ iQ S
W LXke·V ChXUch

The B
aQQeU iV QRZ

 RQ diVSOa\ iQ S
W LXke·V ChXUch

.  
M

any thanks to all those that 
have taken the tim

e to do their 

hands 
. 

 
Thanks to Sandra Connick, 
M

olly M
ayo, Cherry Harris, 

Della Rim
m

er w
ho helped w

ith 
em

broidering som
e hands. 

Thanks to Paula Siddall w
ho 

transferred the Logo on cloth 
for Della to skilfully em

broider the Logo. 
It’s not too late if you w

ould like to em
broider your ow

n hand or have 
one to be added to the Banner, please speak to Polly. 

paulinem
organ23@

gm
ail.com

 

S
W LXke·V CRffee M

RUQiQg
S

W LXke·V CRffee M
RUQiQg

    
 W

elcom
e tea/coffee and cake m

orning 
This w

ill be held 10.00-12.00  
on the LAST M

O
N

D
AY of each m

onth.   
Contact Polly paulinem

organ23@
gm

ail.com
 or  

Revd N
icki nicki1002@

hotm
ail.co.uk for m

ore 
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TaQ\a·V LiQk 
TaQ\a·V LiQk   

S
u

m
m

er P
riz

e C
hallen

g
e

S
u

m
m

er P
riz

e C
hallen

g
e

  

 

In this W
ordsearch w

e are gardening. 
There are 40 w

ords to locate. 
Once you have com

pleted this, gather the rem
aining 

letters in order to spell out the answ
er to the puzzle, 

please send this to m
e: Tanya W

hite, at Rockym
ead, 

Coleford Road, Tutshill, NP16 7BU 
 e-m

ail: tanya.rockym
ead@

gm
ail.com

  
to be in w

ith a chance w
inning the prize! 

BEN
CH

 
GREW

 
SHEARS 

BO
RD

ER 
HERBACEO

U
S 

SHED
 

BU
LBS 

HO
E 

SHRU
B 

BU
SH

 
HO

SE 
SO

W
 

CAN
 

LAW
N

 
SPADE 

CU
LTIVATE 

M
O

W
IN

G
 

TAP 

CU
TTIN

G
S 

O
RCH

ARD 
TRIM

 

DIBBLE 
PATIO

 
TRO

W
EL 

DIG
 

PLAN
T 

VEG
ETABLES 

EDG
ES 

PO
N

D
 

W
ATERIN

G
 

FEED
 

RAKE 
W

EEDIN
G

 

FLO
W

ERS 
SAN

D
 

W
HEELBARRO

W
 

FO
RK 

SAW
 

 

GREEN
H

O
U

SE 
SEED
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=
 

Barnabas frees another 100 
Pakistani Christian fam

ilies from
 debt 

and bonded labour: 
Thanks to the generosity of our 
supporters, Barnabas has freed another 
100 Christian fam

ilies from
 debt and 

bonded labour in Pakistan’s brick kilns. 
 

=
 

Pakistan brick-kiln debt repaym
ent 

a w
onderful Gospel picture: The 

Apostle Paul declares in his letter to 
the church at Colossae that those 
w

ho belong to Christ know
 the joy 

of their sin debt having been paid in 
full 

 =
 

A highly significant ruling in Iran: 
As w

ell as giving thanks for the 
release of Hom

ayoun and Sara, w
e 

m
ust pray that this ruling w

ill be a 
precedent that allow

s m
ore 

Christians to be released and 
prevents others from

 being targeted 
by the authorities  
 

=
 

Barnabas delivers aid to flood-affected 
Christians in Chad and Cam

eroon: M
ore 

than 29,000 Christians have received 
assistance from

 Barnabas Aid after severe 
floods overw

helm
ed areas of southern 

Chad and Far N
orth Cam

eroon  
 =
 

Barnabas-supported Christian 
school in Bethlehem

 celebrates 20 
years of care: St Aphrem

’s is celebrating 
20 years of providing a Christian 
education to poor Christian children in a 
city w

here they are a despised m
inority. 
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Christian N

ew
s 

O
ur Faith in Today's W

orld  
 

=
 

food.gives aid reaches around 2,000 Christian fam
ilies in 

Jordan  
Approxim

ately 2,000 Christian fam
ilies in 

Jordan have been reached w
ith food.gives 

boxes filled w
ith food aid from

 Barnabas 
Aid’s generous supporters. The recipients 
include Jordanian Christians and Christian 
refugees in Jordan from

 Yem
en, Syria and 

Iraq. M
ore than three m

illion refugees 
currently live in Jordan, a huge num

ber 
accounting for a third of the country’s population. 
 Jordan has been badly hit both by the ravages of the pandem

ic and the 
ongoing econom

ic crisis. Villages and im
poverished urban districts, as 

w
ell as refugee com

m
unities, have not recovered from

 the effects of 
Covid and have struggled to m

ake ends m
eet as prices of goods have 

soared and unem
ploym

ent has risen. 
 The arrival of tw

o 20-foot containers of aid sent from
 the U

K has brought 
tim

ely relief to Christians in Jordan struggling to provide for their 
fam

ilies. The boxes contain dry food item
s provided by our generous 

supporters – rice, lentils, chickpeas, flour and salt. These basic item
s 

enable fam
ilies to m

ake nourishing m
eals. O

ur project partner in Jordan 
has been able to m

ake use of the flour supplied through food.gives by 
w

orking w
ith bakeries in areas populated by refugees to provide good 

quality bread instead of the cheap, inferior bread they w
ould otherw

ise 
have to rely on. The aid w

as m
ost gratefully received as refugees are not 

allow
ed to w

ork and the m
ajority of Christian refugees rely solely on aid 

from
 churches and N

GO
s. Jordanian Christians are also struggling to find 

em
ploym

ent.  
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O
 

R 
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B 
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O
 

E 
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O
 

A 
G 

U
 

R 
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V 

A 
F 
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L 
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N
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E 

K 
A 

R 
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F 
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I 
B 

H 
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A 
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N
 

N
 

E 
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R 
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I 
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B 
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B 

S 
L 
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G 

T 
G 

E 
O

 
A 

E 
R 

E 
L 

G 
I 

T 
N

 
A 

L 
P 

R 
W

 
P 

F 
E 

E 
D 

U
 

E 
D 

P 
A 

T 
I 

O
 

S 
S 

R 
W

 
S 

E 
L 

B 
A 

T 
E 

G 
E 

V 
A 

G 
H 

E 
R 

B 
A 

C 
E 

O
 

U
 

S 
E 

S 
W

 
In our Spring Link m

agazine, W
ordsearch w

e 
w

ere finding w
ords considering the tim

e of 
new

 beginnings and grow
th.   

There w
ere 40 w

ords to locate and w
ell done 

if you m
anaged to succeed and discovered 

the  ͞LAST SU
PPER͟

͞LAST SU
PPER͟ 

 

I feel encouraged as this tim
e I received  

7 correct entries!  
 

The w
inner, this tim

e, w
as  

Coral Blandford  of Beachley.  
W

ell done!  



 The Link Parish M
agazine                 June, July &

 A
ugust 2023 - S

um
m

er 

  

TU
T
SH

ILL SCA
RECRO

W
 T

RA
IL 2023

 

M
usicals 

             
             Congratulations to all the creators

Congratulations to all the creators 

 

1 
Jungle Book 

20 
Labyrinth 

2 
M

atilda 
21 

Hair 

3 
Beauty &

 the Beast 
22 

Encanto 

4 
Singing in the rain 

23 
Girl from

 the N
orth Country 

5 
Charlie &

 the  
Chocolate Factory 

24 
M

ary Poppins 

6 
Annie 

25 
Pirates of Penzance 

7 
N

arnia 
26 

Lion King 

8 
Little Shop of Horrors 

27 
Happy Feet 

9 
Bedknobs &

 Broom
sticks 

28 
Chitty, Chitty, Bang, Bang 

10 
Fiddler on the Roof 

29 
M

oana 

11 
Les M

iserables 
30 

Snow
 W

hite &
 the 7 Dw

arfs 

12 
Chicago 

31 
Phantom

 of the O
pera 

13 
Sing 

32 
Frozen 

14 
 

Grease 
33 

Tangled 

15 
 

W
icked 

34 
Godspell 

16 
School of Rock 

35 
Joseph &

 his  
Technicolour Dream

coat 

17 
O

liver 
36 

W
izard of O

z 

18 
Spam

alot 
37 

Show
boat 

19 
Cats 

 
 

 14 
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8
 T

he L
ord

 is g
raciou

s  
an

d
 com

passion
ate, 

    slow
 to an

g
er an

d
 rich in

 love. 
9 T

he L
ord

 is g
ood

 to all; 
    he has com

passion
  

on
 all he has m

ad
e.  

                                                                                                                 P
salm

 14
5

:8
-9 

N
E

W
S

 F
R

O
M

 Y
O

U
R

 C
O

M
M

U
N

T
Y

 W
E

L
L

B
E

IN
G

 A
G

E
N

T
N

E
W

S
 F

R
O

M
 Y

O
U

R
 C

O
M

M
U

N
T

Y
 W

E
L

L
B

E
IN

G
 A

G
E

N
T

  
   

R
O

Y
A

L
 F

O
R

E
S

T
 S

H
O

W
R

O
Y

A
L

 F
O

R
E

S
T

 S
H

O
W

  
The Com

m
unity W

ellbeing Team
, including m

y Com
m

unity Builder 
colleagues, w

ill have a stand at The Royal Forest Show
 in June w

ith 
various activities, and providing inform

ation. 
 

C
O

M
M

U
N

T
Y

 G
R

A
N

T
S

C
O

M
M

U
N

T
Y

 G
R

A
N

T
S

  
Com

m
unity W

ellbeing have been able to fund a num
ber of local 

organisations w
ith W

arm
 Space grants, and also provide seed funding to 

enable organisations to reintroduce or start up lunch clubs. 
 

T
ID

E
N

H
A

M
 P

A
R

IS
H

T
ID

E
N

H
A

M
 P

A
R

IS
H

  
N

ow
 has a team

 providing support for parents w
orried about children 

and drugs, based at Sedbury Space.
 

 

F
O

R
E

S
T

 O
F

 D
E

A
N

 C
O

M
M

U
N

IT
Y

 W
A

L
K

S
F

O
R

E
S

T
 O

F
 D

E
A

N
 C

O
M

M
U

N
IT

Y
 W

A
L

K
S

  
FO

D W
alks received a W

arm
 Space grant from

 FVAF for the w
arm

 space 
provision and hot drinks and hospitality provided by local venues for the 
w

alkers. The Sedbury w
alkers presented their cheque to Sedbury Space 

on 27
th April. 

 Regards,  Richard Skinner 
 

RICHARD SKIN
N

ER, CO
M

M
U

N
ITY W

ELLBEIN
G AGEN

T 
Tel.  07927 051328 / or leave m

essage at: 07738 759192 ( 
richard.skinner@

fdean.gov.uk    
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VILLAG
E H

ALL M
EETIN

G
S 2023

VILLAG
E H

ALL M
EETIN

G
S 2023  

  

͞The W
aǀeƌůeǇ͗͟  

͞The W
aǀeƌůeǇ͗͟  Follow

ing interest 
generated by a recent talk about passenger 

vessels from
 Bristol to Chepstow

, w
e are 

pleased to say that “W
averley”-  

the last sea-going paddle steam
er in the 

w
orld- w

ill be on the Bristol Channel  
from

 2
nd -18

th June 2023.  
O

n Friday, 2
nd June 2023, The W

averley w
ill be leaving 

Portishead at 6.15pm
 and com

ing up under  
the 2 Severn bridges, then turning off at Tidenham

.   
Join us on Beachley slipw

ay as w
e w

elcom
e her to our area 

at the start of her visit to the Bristol Channel, or book a trip.  
 

O
n 11

th June, at 11am
, there w

ill be a trip on W
averley from

 
Chepstow

 (w
ell alm

ost!). Coach trip leaving at 11 am
 from

 
Chepstow

 to connect w
ith the W

averley at Clevedon for a 
12.30 departure  up the Severn and under the 2 bridges, turning off at 
Tidenham

 (w
eather and tides perm

itting), and returning by coach at 
6.45pm

. Advanced booking essential. FO
R DETAILS AN

D BO
O

KIN
GS FO

R 
ALL W

AVERLEY TRIPS RIN
G 0141 243 2224 O

R GO
 TO

:    
w

w
w

.w
averleyexcursions.co.uk

 

 

    M
O

N
THLY EVEN

IN
G

 M
EETIN

GS RESU
M

E O
N

: 
 Septem

ber 26
th at 7.30 in Sedbury Village Hall for a talk by Tony Conder 

ŽŶ ͞GůŽƵceƐƚeƌƐhiƌe aŶd ƚhe Sůaǀe Tƌade͘͟     

Evening m
eetings from

 Septem
ber to April are held 

m
onthly on the last  Tuesday at 7.30 in Sedbury Village Hall,  

King Alfreds Road, Sedbury N
P16 7AQ

. Visitors are alw
ays 

w
elcom

e.  For m
ore inform

ation contact Liz on 01291 
621694, Carol on 01291 623736,  

or e-m
ail tidenham

historygroup@
gm

ail.com
 

Sunday 
11 th June   

11am
 

42 Friday 
2

nd  June   
7.oopm

 
A

pprox 
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15 

 
A
nother successful Tutshill Scarecrow Trail com

pleted. A
 

big thank you to everyone that supported this com
m
unity 

event by m
aking scarecrows, hosting scarecrows and 

com
pleting the trail.  

Special thanks to the owners and staff at the Lifestyle 
Express shop in Tutshill for selling the form

s for us. 
 

The Top 4 Favourite Scarecrows by public vote : 
1st place - Chitty, Chitty, Bang, Bang (28) 

2nd place - Encanto (22) 
3rd place - Sing (13) 

4th place - M
oana (29) 
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It is an absolute pleasure to share w

ith you our recent 
SIAM

S inspection result- w
e are EXCELLEN

T!
 

 

W
e w

ere last inspected in 2015 w
here w

e w
ere judged to be 

'outstanding'. Since then the fram
ew

ork has changed, the bar raised and 
the outstanding grading rem

oved. A new
 grading of 'excellent' w

as 
added. Since the inspection on Tuesday 14

th M
arch, I have been 

inform
ed that less the 10%

 of church schools are judged as excellent. It 
is a real honour to have the hard w

ork of our staff and leadership team
 

recognised.  The inspector spoke w
ith leaders from

 across the school 
and those responsible for a range of areas. Each leader spoke w

ith 
passion and dedication, allow

ing the inspector to see the inspirational 
leadership at Tutshill School.  
 I w

ould like to thank all of the staff for their hard w
ork and dedication. I 

w
ould also like to thank M

rs How
ells and M

rs Driver for their role in the 
leadership of RE and collective w

orship. M
rs How

ells guided and inspired 
the staff in the run-up and throughout the inspection and offered her 
know

ledge and support to all.  I w
ould also like to thank the parents that 

cam
e to talk w

ith the inspector. It w
as a joy to know

 that they felt the 
vision and the values flow

 through the school - the golden thread.  
 Finally, I'd like to thank all of the children. Alongside the inspector, I w

as 
able to speak w

ith children, w
atch lessons, look at books and observe 

collective w
orship. The children w

ere articulate, spoke w
ith conviction 

and a sense of love for one another. The school vision clearly allow
s 

children to flourish.                         Headteacher M
iss J. Lane 

16 

Tutshill School ʹ 01291 622593 

W
yedean School students and 

staff hold regular non-uniform
 days, 

cake sales, Book Events to raise 
m

oney for local, national and international charities.   

W
yedean School ʹ 01291 636180 
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CH
ASE GARD

EN
IN

G
  CLU

B 
 

O
ur m

onthly m
eetings resum

ed in February w
ith a talk 

from
 Ian Sandler on the alw

ays vexed topic of 
“Pruning”.  He adm

itted it is a com
plicated subject but 

urged that on the w
hole it is better to prune im

perfectly than to allow
 

trees and shrubs to run riot and take over com
pletely.  M

istakes m
ay 

m
ean the loss of one season’s flow

ers but w
ith a little TLC, w

atering and 
feeding, the plant w

ill recover and be better than ever. 
 

In M
arch w

e learnt about beardless irises 
from

 Alun and Jill W
hitehead w

ho held the 
N

ational Collection of Siberian Irises and have 
w

on a Gold M
edal for their displays.  U

nlike 
bearded irises w

hich are best in M
ay and 

need full sunshine, the beardless version can, 
depending on variety, be in flow

er from
 

Christm
as to June and w

ill tolerate shade. 
 

O
ur final m

eeting 
of this season w

as 
in April; our intended speaker w

as stricken 
w

ith Covid but the indefatigable Pat Knight 
m

anaged to find a last m
inute alternative, 

Adam
 Alexander, w

ho gave a talk based on his 
book “The Seed Detective”.  It concentrates 
on 14 different vegetables originating from

 
m

any countries including U
kraine, Syria and 

M
yanm

ar and w
as very m

uch enjoyed; w
e now

 aw
ait his next book due 

out in 2025!
 

 

The annual Plant and Cake Sale w
ill be held in M

ay and in June w
e plan 

to visit the O
pen Gardens at Ross on W

ye.  Later in June com
es the 

Sum
m

er Supper then a lull until the afternoon m
eetings restart in 

Septem
ber. 

 

M
eetings are held at Chase School in Rosem

ary Lane on the third Friday 
of the m

onth at 2.30pm
.  All are w

elcom
e.  For further inform

ation, 
please contact Bob Elliott on 01291 625659  

or Bill Kerr on 01291 621100.   
41 
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C
hase W

I
C

hase W
I  

O
ur February m

eeting started as a “m
em

ber’s m
eeting”, w

hich 
entails m

ixing, chatting and lots of laughter. Ann our outing 
organiser invited us to play “Bedlam

” a w
onderful gam

e sim
ilar to a 

beetle drive. The w
inner w

as Kath. It is a lovely w
ay for m

em
bers to 

get to know
 other m

em
bers and especially good for our 4 new

 m
em

bers. Tea, 
coffee, and biscuits follow

ed, w
ith m

ore tim
e to enjoy a chat. 

 In M
arch a group of m

em
bers visited the Savoy cinem

a in M
onm

outh to see 
Evita, produced by M

onm
outh Am

ateur Dram
atics and perform

ed by a very 
talented cast. O

ur M
arch m

eeting w
as attended on a very w

et and depressing 
afternoon by M

r Paul Evans, w
ho entertained us w

ith poem
s, recitations, and 

hum
orous stories, cheering all of us greatly and m

aking us forget the w
eather 

outside.  W
e w

ere also told about an “open day” being held at Lydney, 
G

loucestershire Federation of W
Is out and about in the county, a group of our 

m
em

bers plan to attend.  
 April’s talk w

as given by a local crafts w
om

an Rachel Stiltson, she is based at 
Lydney Park Estate and teaches m

osaic classes. M
em

bers w
ere very 

interested in how
 she had started her journey and a num

ber are planning on 
attending one of her w

orkshops in the future.  
 Several m

em
bers and som

e spouses visited Bristol for an 
organised tour of “O

ld Bristol”. W
e w

ere show
n the nails 

outside the Corn Exchange w
here auctions w

ere held and 
the saying paym

ent “on the nail” w
as thought to have 

originated. W
e also saw

 the oldest city gate and learnt 
how

 the circus w
as once a harbour and ships used to 

berth outside the Hippodrom
e theatre before the 

planners encased the river From
e below

 the road.  W
e all 

then enjoyed a lovely lunch at an Italian restaurant in Corn Street, Bristol. 
 M

em
bers are planning on m

aking cakes for the Great O
ak’s hospice, it w

as 
good to hear that their bereavem

ent coffee m
ornings are returning after 

Covid and cakes w
ill be required once again. W

e are also collecting any 
unw

anted gifts for the hospice  to help raise funds. 
 O

ur M
ay m

eeting on 8
th M

ay (Bank Holiday) w
ith m

em
bers voting to still hold 

it on this day follow
ed by a Coronation afternoon tea , w

ith the goodies being 
supplied by our m

em
bers, all dressed in red/w

hite/blue. 
 O

ur m
eetings are held at Chase Hall on the second M

onday of the m
onth at 

2.15pm
, new

 m
em

bers w
ould be very w

elcom
e. If anyone w

ould like to 
attend and see if it is “for them

” w
e w

ould love to see you. 
  

40 
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Dean House held an 
incredibly 
popular 

charity day 
on Friday 
21

st April, 
raising funds for our charity of 

the year, Chepstow
 

Com
m

unity Fridge - a valuable local project w
here volunteers distribute 

surplus food from
 superm

arkets and local shops to those m
ost in need. 

A m
agnificent £550 w

as raised by the end of the day. 
O

n 1st M
ay 2023, the Dean Close School jazz 

band delivered a captivating perform
ance at 

the Cheltenham
 Jazz Festival, im

pressing the 
audience w

ith their m
usical talent and 

creativity. Their rendition of 'Carw
ash' w

as a 
particular highlight of the set list, 

dem
onstrating the band's versatility and ability to infuse their unique 

style into any genre of m
usic. 

D
eaŶ CůŽƐe Sƚ JŽhŶ͛Ɛ SchŽŽů  

01291 622045 

17   

O
ffa's M

ead celebrated our King's 

Coronation w
ith a celebratory 

British style picnic (unfortunately 
the w

eather w
as very British) so 

had to be held inside.  
The Children spent the day m

aking 
Crow

n's, banners &
 flags to m

ark 
the Historical event.  

 O
ffa͛Ɛ M

ead - 01291 622932 
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T
u

tshill C
om

m
u

n
ity

 
T

u
tshill C

om
m

u
n

ity
   

P
re

P
re- -S

chool
S

chool  

  
W

e had a 
w

onderful 
tim

e at 
Pre-school 

celebrating the 
coronation of 

King Charles the 
third w

ith a 
special 

coronation crafternoon and tea party!  
W

e invited our fam
ilies to com

e into pre
-school to m

ake som
e lovely 

coronation crafts including a crow
n 

and special flags. 
  

W
e then all w

ent 
over to the park to 
play together and 
share a picnic w

ith 
coronation cakes m

ade at pre-school and 
decorated biscuits. 

  

W
e finished off w

ith a 
m

edal giving cerem
ony 

w
here every child received a special 

com
m

em
orative m

edal to rem
em

ber the 
event!  
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  m
eals during the holidays, so it’s 

w
orth checking out w

hat 
restaurants and cafes near you are 
offering. 
  Get active 
Leisure centres are increasingly 
offering free sum

m
er sessions for 

children, so do contact your local 
centre to find out w

hat’s on. 
Children also love creating their 
ow

n obstacle courses, w
hether in 

the house or garden. Perhaps you 
can create a shooting range and 
use a w

ater gun or hose to blast 
em

pty plant pots off a w
all? 

Hopscotch is one of those 
underappreciated fun sum

m
er 

activities that’s a lot of fun. 

 JŽiŶ ǇŽƵƌ ůibƌaƌǇ͛Ɛ ƐƵŵ
ŵ

eƌ 
reading challenge 
If you haven’t already, join your 
local library – it’s free. Books can 
open a door into another w

orld for 
both children and adults. As w

ell as 
having access to hundreds of 
physical books and audio stories, 
lots of libraries run storytelling, 
craft or even Lego sessions. M

ost 

libraries w
ill be taking part in the 

Sum
m

er Reading Challenge this 
sum

m
er – offering activities, 

com
petitions and even virtual 

aw
ards for children to w

in.  
 Budget for sum

m
er  

At Christians Against Poverty (CAP) 
w

e see the challenge that parents 
face over providing for their 
fam

ilies w
hilst keeping their 

finances afloat. Budgeting is a great 
w

ay to prepare for the sum
m

er 
holidays. An online search can lead 
you to useful budgeting tools. If 
you or som

eone you know
 is 

financially struggling or in debt, 
please know

 there’s help and hope. 
Call CAP on 0800 328 0006 (free of 
charge) or find out m

ore about 
w

hat w
e offer at capuk.org. 

  Christians Against Poverty (CAP) is a 
U

K charity with over 580 services 
across the country delivering debt 
counselling, m

oney m
anagem

ent 
education, skills groups and m

ore. 
Visit capuk.org to find out m

ore. 
 

39 
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C
aptivate the k

id
s 

C
aptivate the k

id
s 

on
 a su

m
m

er 
on

 a su
m

m
er 

bu
d

g
et 

bu
d

g
et   

  D
avid

 P
rice 

(0
7

5
3

9 4
7

7
2

8
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)  
 Lots of parents w

ill be trying to 
lim

it spending m
oney on activities, 

food and outings this sum
m

er. 
W

ith the cost of food and other 
essentials having soared over the 
past year, finding free things to do 
w

ith the kids is going to be a 
priority for lots of fam

ilies this 
sum

m
er. Here are six m

oney 
saving tips to keep kids 
entertained this sum

m
er. 

 Set the sum
m

er fun factor to 
ten  
Start as you m

ean to go on and set 
the bar for fun from

 day one. Did 
you know

 the first of July is 
international joke day? W

hy not 
gather your best gags together 
and take turns to tell them

 at the 
dinner table? O

r perhaps create a 
sm

all stand up show
!

 

  

Create a them
e day  

M
ost of us have heard about 

them
e parks, but how

 about 
having a them

e day at hom
e? 

‘Dinosaur day’ could involve 
w

earing your favourite dino outfit 
all day, eating like a T-Rex or 
stom

ping and roaring in the park. 
M

aybe a ‘fairy’ them
ed day w

ould 
involve lots of singing, crafting or 
building hom

es for garden bugs. 
Them

es can shape the w
hole day, 

from
 w

hat you eat, w
here you go 

and w
hat you do. W

e’ll leave it up 
to you and the kids to choose a 
them

e they love.  
 Low

 cost m
eals  

The school holidays can be a 
difficult tim

e for m
any fam

ilies. 
W

ith the sudden break from
 free 

school lunches, it places an added 
burden on parents to budget for 
extra food. W

hy not ask the kids 
to help you create a sum

m
er 

holiday m
eal plan, w

orking out 
w

hat to buy and w
hen, so that you 

can reduce food w
aste and cost? 

There are also a num
ber of places 

that offer cheap or free children’s 
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a D
u
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The other day w
hen talking to a friend about the exam

 
pressures on children, she casually fired back “W

ell, 
they’re all just a load of Snow

flakes today, w
hen I w

as 
a child…

.” . This got m
e thinking, w

hat actually is a Snow
flake apart from

 
the cold icy one?

 
 Apparently, according to W

ikipedia ‘Snow
flake is a derogatory slang 

term
 for a person, im

plying that they have an inflated sense of 
uniqueness, an unw

arranted sense of entitlem
ent, or are overly 

em
otional, easily offended and unable to deal w

ith opposing opinions.’ 
Interestingly, the first records of the w

ord being used w
as in the ϭϴϲϬ’s 

w
hen ‘snow

flake’ w
as used by abolitionists in M

issouri to refer to those 
w

ho opposed the abolition of slavery. 
 Today, am

ongst other things, it is used to describe and insult a 
generation that ‘w

e just don’t get!!!!’ W
e don’t get all the new

 term
s to 

describe gender and identity. W
e don’t get w

hat tech’ platform
s are ‘in 

or out’ and w
e certainly don’t get w

hy so m
any of our children and 

young people have m
ental health issues. I m

ean, w
hat have they got to 

be so anxious about?? They’ve got it good, in m
y day…

…
. 

 But I w
onder, did your parents or grandparents ever ‘get’ you w

hen you 
w

hen you w
ere young? And can w

e, how
ever old w

e are, really 
understand w

hat TO
DAY is like for children and young people. 

EVERYTHIN
G has changed: Schooling, Social m

edia, the environm
ent, 

Health, etc. The society and w
orld w

e grew
 up in is not the sam

e that 
our 0-20yr olds are grow

ing up in today. 
 So w

hat can w
e do? Don’t judge them

. O
ne of Jesus’ clearest and m

ost 
difficult instructions is ‘Do not judge, or you to w

ill be judged. For in the 
sam

e w
ay you judge others, you w

ill be judged’ ( M
atthew

 ϳ). Instead, 
love them

 and listen to them
 (as exasperating and tricky as it can 

som
etim

es be.) W
e are all trying to navigate our w

ay through this w
orld 

but just because their journey is different and w
e ‘don’t get it’, it doesn’t 

m
ean w

e get to belittle their paths. 
 

Contact m
e by em

ail  Em
m

ad.cyfm
@

gm
ail.com
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For info and lifts 
phone  

George or Beryl  
on 01291 625551 
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N
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N
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s from

 H
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C
h

u
rch M
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 S

ociety
 

C
h

u
rch M

ission
 S

ociety
  

Location: Tanzania  
W

hat I do: Helping to em
pow

er the m
ost 

disadvantaged w
om

en and children in M
ara 

through the Rehem
a Project  

 

W
e hit the ground running at the start of the 
year and have been busy not only w

ith 
custom

ers, but also getting essential m
aintenance and repair w

ork 
done, as w

ell as som
e renovations, as three years of not doing any 

upkeep had taken its toll on our outdoor cafe.  
2023 is looking brighter and the cafe is doing considerably better than 

w
e w

ere doing a year ago, or indeed since w
ay before the global 

pandem
ic began, w

hich is a real blessing, although w
e’re not out of 

the w
oods just yet.  

Currently w
e w

ork w
hen w

e have custom
ers w

hich is usually M
onday, 

W
ednesday, Friday and Saturday, but if there’s a dem

and w
e’ll open 

w
hen it suits our custom

ers as w
e can be com

pletely flexible.   
 

O
ur cafe m

anager, Grace, had a baby girl alm
ost tw

o m
onths ago. 

She’s back at w
ork, and the baby sleeps in the w

orkshop (w
here I’m

 
based) so as I type this m

issive, it is to the sw
eet sound of a baby 

sucking her fingers. 
 Her nam

e is Lightness.  
I’ve said this often before, but living and w

orking here I am
 rem

inded 
tim

e and tim
e again of w

hat a great provider our Father is. O
ften there 

are circum
stances that seem

 hopeless or problem
s that seem

 
insurm

ountable, but w
e can take com

fort in the know
ledge that w

e 
can com

e to him
 w

ith every need, concern, or w
orry w

e have, and no 
m

atter how
 sm

all or large our issue, he know
s w

hat is going on in our 
lives and he provides for us.  

Som
etim

es there are situations that seem
 quite bleak, but the Lord 

God is a great, big God and he has a habit of m
aking beautiful things 

happen and he delivers. He is alw
ays w

ith us regardless of w
hat w

e are 
going through, and he encourages us to share our physical, spiritual 

and em
otional needs w

ith him
.  

Bw
ana asifiw

e.    
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T

he F
arm

in
g

 F
u

tu
re  

From
 an article by Pat Ashw

orth, printed in the Church 
Tim

es 24
th M

arch 2023. 

Shortages of coffee and chocolate ahead, clim
ate report 

w
arns British staples such as bananas, coffee, and cocoa could becom

e 
scarce as a consequence of clim

ate breakdow
n, changing patterns in the 

grow
ing seasons, and the struggles of farm

ers to m
ake ends m

eet, the 
Fairtrade Foundation (FF) has w

arned in a report. 

The global cost-of-living crisis, the econom
ic challenges of a post-Covid 

w
orld, and the U

kraine w
ar are also contributing to supply problem

s, its 
report, The Endangered Isle, says.  It suggests that not all shoppers 
realise the extent to w

hich extrem
e or unpredictable w

eather w
ill m

ake 
it harder for farm

ers to grow
 and sell food in sufficient quantities in the 

future.  

Consum
er research com

m
issioned by the FF show

ed coffee to be the 
item

 that m
ost people w

ould struggle to live w
ithout.  All this show

s, the 
report says, “how

 heavily w
e have com

e to rely on food grow
n by 

farm
ers overseas.  It is vital that farm

ers and w
orkers receive a fair price 

that w
ill enable them

 to invest in transitioning to sustainable, clim
ate-

resilient w
ays of production, and to safe-guard the environm

ent, their 
livelihoods and their harvests.” 

Research published in O
ctober 2022 show

ed that farm
ers w

ho benefited 
from

 Fairtrade standards, program
m

es, pricing, and paym
ents, w

ere 
m

ore resilient in tim
es of global crisis.  “M

aking the sm
all sw

itch to 
Fairtrade is a w

ay w
e can all play our part to protect the future of our 

planet and the food w
e love,” the report suggests.  

For m
ore inform

ation, please speak to Tanya, Julia, Cate or M
arilyn.  

ThiƐ ƐƵŵ
ŵ

eƌ͛Ɛ chƵƌch caƌŶiǀaů iŶcůƵded a dƵŶkiŶg ƚaŶk͕ 
 w

here ball throw
ers w

ith good aim
 could m

ake a big splash w
ith 

the pastor. The tank proved a popular attraction, but 
things really took off w

hen the pastor put a sign 
abŽǀe hiŵ

Ɛeůf ƚhaƚ ƌead͕ ͞G
Žůiaƚh͘͟ 

36 

 The Link Parish M
agazine                     June, July & A

ugust 2023 - S
um

m
er 

  
21 

  B
ell R

in
g

in
g

 
B

ell R
in

g
in

g
   

W
e are pleased to report that, for the last several 

w
eeks, w

e have m
anaged to m

uster ringers for 
Sunday ringing at Tidenham

 – and received m
any 

appreciative com
m

ents for so doing (thank you). This 
does not m

ean, how
ever, that w

e have ‘enough’ 
ringers, rather that w

e’re in the position of being able to put a team
 on 

the field but w
ith no extras on the substitutes’ bench. N

ew
 recruits m

ost 
w

elcom
e!

 

O
n Coronation Day, w

e gathered to ‘Ring for the KIng’ betw
een ϵ.ϯϬ and 

10.00 a.m
., the ringers being: Sarah Adam

s, Belle Boxall, Vic Duke, Josie 
Guest, How

ard M
urphy, M

ary M
urphy and Cate Phillips. After w

hich w
e 

drank a toast to His M
ajesty. Thank you to O

liver Hinton w
ho 

photographed us for posterity and to Alex W
hite w

ho recorded our 
efforts. 

 

O
ur usual practice session at Tidenham

 is on Tuesday evening,  
7.30–9.00pm

. You w
ill be w

arm
ly w

elcom
ed should you fancy com

ing 
along to ‘have a go’. For further inform

ation,  
please contact Cate Phillips: 01291 624260 
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Chepstow
 Choral Society

 

 

M
U

SICAL DIRECTO
R: GRAHAM

 BU
LL

 
 

CCS is affiliated to  Ty Cerdd &
 M

aking M
usic W

ales   
&

 M
aking M

usic ʹ The N
ational Federation of M

usic 
Societies

: (Registered Charity no. 112798) 
w

w
w

.chepstow
choralsociety.org.uk 

 

SU
M

M
ER  CELEBRATIO

N
  CO

N
CERT 

W
EDN

ESDAY  JU
LY  5

th,  7.00pm
 

 

CHEPSTO
W

  SCHO
O

L  ARTS  HALL 
G

uest Soloists from
 O

pera Box, Bristol 
 

A program
m

e com
bining tw

o highly entertaining 
pieces ʹ ͞Captain N

oah and H
is  Floating 

Zoo͟ ;Flanders and H
orovitzͿ,  and ͞The Zoo͟ ʹ a new

 
and original M

usical Folly in O
ne Act, w

ith m
usic by 

Arthur Sullivan and libretto by Bolton Row
e. 

 ͞Captain N
oah͟ is a w

ell-know
n and highly entertaining cantata in 

popular style of the O
ld Testam

ent story of N
oah and his Ark, w

ith  a 
m

oral for our tim
es! ʹand ͞The Zoo͟ w

ill provide m
uch enjoym

ent in 
the idiom

 of G&
S and is a com

plete light-hearted piece of fun, 
utilising chorus and  five soloists ʹthe setting is the local zoo w

here 
som

e dram
a evolves in front of an interested crow

d of zoo visitors 
and onlookers (the CCS Chorus!) 
 CO

M
E AN

D
 EN

JO
Y A LO

VELY LIG
H

T-H
EARTED

 EVEN
IN

G
 ʹand 

w
ith drinks and light refreshm

ents afterw
ards!

 
 Tickets (£10, students u/18s free) available from

 Choir m
em

bers and 
Chepstow

 Bookshop. For further inform
ation, please see our w

ebsite –
w

w
w

.chepstow
choralsociety.org.uk   
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G
od

 speak
s to chu

rches throu
g

h the H
oly

 S
pirit.  

G
od

 speak
s to chu

rches throu
g

h the H
oly

 S
pirit.    

Listening to God’s Holy Spirit seem
s to require different kinds of ears 

and hearing…
 ears of the heart…

 spiritual ears.  O
ur spiritual ears can 

be blocked so that the w
hispers and shouts of the Holy Spirit are not 

perceived.  A church m
ay have its hearing blocked by a num

ber of 
things: resistance to change, fear, disunity and personality clashes, 
hearts that have becom

e distant from
 Jesus, apathy and indifference, 

unresolved issues from
 the past etc…

  W
hen these kinds of things 

happen a church m
ight struggle to hear w

hat the Spirit is saying. 
 W

hat can
 w

e d
o?

W
hat can

 w
e d

o?  
1. Com

e back to prayer individually and corporately.  W
hen 

the people of God m
ake tim

e and space to pray (corporately 
and individually) a freshness can occur and the Spirit seem

s 
to m

ove. 

2. N
ot only saying Jesus Christ is Lord but living it.  Allow

ing 
Christ Jesus to reign in us, am

ongst us and around us and be 
open and obedience to his w

ill, his w
ord and his w

ays can 
open us to the Spirit big tim

e. 

3. Listening to one another and to God and being aw
are and 

attentive to God, to one another, to atm
osphere and to 

conscience. 

 As God’s people m
ay w

e live by the Spirit and keep in step w
ith the 

Spirit…
 w

hich sounds a lot like living life together 
in the flow

 of God’s love!  If w
e can do this there 

w
ill be life!   W

hat is the Spirit saying to the 
church?

 
 God bless 
                           
                            (your Vicar) 
D

avid
D

avid
D

avid
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PeRSOe Rf G
Rd iQ Whe PaUiVh Rf TideQhaP

«
PeRSOe Rf G

Rd iQ Whe PaUiVh Rf TideQhaP
«

  

M
a\ Z

e H
eaU Z

haW Whe S
SiUiW iV S

a\iQg WR Whe ChXUch«
M

a\ Z
e H

eaU Z
haW Whe S

SiUiW iV S
a\iQg WR Whe ChXUch«

  
 For a church to be vibrant, grow

ing, alive, distinctive yet engaged w
ith 

the realities of daily life w
e need to be in tune w

ith God.  The Holy Spirit 
is the Spirit of Jesus Christ w

ho w
as a shining light, distinctive and holy…

 
yet also fully engaged and connected to the needs of peoples lives.  He 
w

as divine and hum
an.  As God’s people w

e need to be filled and guided 
by that sam

e Holy Spirit!  W
e need to hear G

od’s voice…
 hear w

hat the 
Spirit is saying to the Church here in this am

azing part of God’s w
orld. 

 G
od

 speak
s to chu

rches
G

od
 speak

s to chu
rches  

Seven tim
es in Revelation Chapters Ϯ and ϯ w

e read the w
ords “He w

ho 
has an ear let him

 hear w
hat the Spirit says to the churches.”  N

otice 
that God speaks clearly to churches.  He speaks to specific congregations 
and som

etim
es specific people about specific issues.  The m

essages 
include positive and challenging w

ords; w
ords of approval for things 

done w
ell and w

ords of challenge w
here sin had been accepted or 

dangerous people w
ho w

ere allow
ed to hold influence.  There are w

ords 
of prom

ise for faithful believers and w
ords of w

arning for those w
ho are 

unfaithful. 
 W

hat is clear to m
e is that w

e learn that God speaks to the heart of a 
church’s condition.  To each of the churches he says, “He w

ho has an ear 
let him

 hear w
hat the Spirit says to the churches.”  W

hat is the condition 
of the people of God in the Parish of Tidenham

?  W
hat is God saying to 

you/m
e/us? 

 G
od

 speak
s.  A

re w
e listen

in
g

?
G

od
 speak

s.  A
re w

e listen
in

g
?  

God very often takes the initiative to speak.  Sadly, w
e can believe that 

God has to be coaxed into speaking to us, yet reading the Bible, it is clear 
the opposite is often true.  God speaks from

 the beginning of creation.  
He speaks through his Son, Jesus Christ.  He speaks through the 
Scriptures, art, m

usic, creation, dream
s, ideas, love…

  and he speaks 
through his Holy Spirit.  The problem

 is seem
ingly not that God is 

unw
illing to speak, but w

e his people are perhaps not too ready, w
illing 

and tuned in to listen.  Are w
e ready to listen? 
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͞D
ƌƵg

͞D
ƌƵg- -ƉƌŽŽf YŽƵƌ KidƐ͟ CŽƵƌƐe

ƉƌŽŽf YŽƵƌ KidƐ͟ CŽƵƌƐe
  

 I’ve been sm
iling happily w

atching the fam
ilies in Tutshill doing the “Scarecrow

 
Trail”. It just looks so perfect, parents and children together having fun in the 
spring sunshine. Its so easy to assum

e that is norm
al and w

ill alw
ays be so. 

 I also know
 that m

y ow
n children w

ere offered drugs as soon as they w
ent to 

secondary school. I have had several tenants in Chepstow
  w

ho regularly took 
drugs. I had one tenant w

ho w
ould w

ander dow
n to the train station, to pick up 

his drugs from
 the train as it stopped briefly in Chepstow

. And, after having 
w

orked in N
ew

port w
ith the street people for ten years or so, I am

 fully aw
are 

of the devastation that can com
e w

ith regular hard drug use. 
 I don’t w

ant to unnecessarily scare you, but som
etim

es it is so easy to look the 
other w

ay, so easy to assum
e that it w

on’t happen here, so easy to be 
com

placent,  that w
e m

iss the danger signs. To quote Philosopher Edm
und 

Burke – ͞The ŽŶlǇ ƚhiŶg ŶeceƐƐaƌǇ fŽƌ ƚhe ƚƌiƵm
Ɖh Žf eǀil͕͕ iƐ fŽƌ gŽŽd m

eŶ ƚŽ dŽ 
ŶŽƚhiŶg͟

 
 So true in fam

ily life as w
ell. 

 Chepstow
 is right on “The County Lines” and also of course on the national 

border. For exam
ple, the train line (so picturesque) that com

es dow
n from

 
Birm

ingham
, through G

loucester, then on to N
ew

port, Cardiff and Sw
ansea, is a 

typical exam
ple of the “County Lines” problem

.  
 W

hat to do? M
any people just decide that the problem

 is so out of their 
com

fort zone that they elect to do nothing and just “hope for the best”. 
How

ever, there is a better w
ay, and that is to prepare oneself and one’s 

children (grandchildren, nieces and nephew
s) by learning how

 to get to know
 

about your child’s life a bit  better, w
hat to do and how

 to react and how
 to 

protect them
 if they do start getting involved w

ith drugs, and w
hat 

opportunities and answ
ers there are, if things do happen get really difficult. 

 You could do all the research yourself..... or you could decide to go on a “Drug 
Proof Your Kids” course. It’s just six sessions, one a w

eek, it is provided by “Care 
for the Fam

ily”, a Christian organisation based in South W
ales, and run locally 

by M
ike and M

andy Scott. ( And that m
eans that there w

ill be som
e really good 

refreshm
ents, som

e really good laughs, and som
e really good com

panionship, 
along w

ith all the serious learning!) 
 W

e are running courses starting on Thursday 11
th at Sedbury Hall at 9.15 am

, 
and on W

ednesday evenings at St Luke’s Church, Tutshill at ϳ.ϯϬpm
. 

If you are thinking this sounds like a good idea, contact M
ike and M

andy on 
07986 627066, scotiusm

ikus@
gm

ail.com
, or just have a chat w

ith us after 
church on Sunday.  
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W
ord

s from
 the E

u
log

y
 of C

harles L
ew

is
W

ord
s from

 the E
u

log
y

 of C
harles L

ew
is  

 27
th February 2023 

Charles lived a long and fulfilling life. He w
as of the 

generation that 'just got on w
ith things' and 'm

ade the 
best of it'. He w

as a perfectionist particularly in his w
ork 

and in his garden w
hich m

eant he w
as successful at both. 

Here w
e can celebrate his life and his story.  

 Ada and Reuben w
ere delighted to becom

e parents of tw
ins in the 

sum
m

er of 1929. A son w
ho they nam

ed Charles and a daughter nam
ed 

Avis. ..Charles enjoyed living on the Chase w
ith his parents keeping 

cattle, geese and chickens. There w
as a large and productive vegetable 

garden w
hich Charles w

as not allow
ed to help w

ith initially but as his 
father grew

 older he took over the responsibility of m
aintaining it. The 

fam
ily also m

ade their ow
n cider from

 the apples on their land, 
borrow

ing a local cider press and using huge old barrels from
 Bristol so 

that the fam
ily had a constant supply of cider. As there w

as no w
ater 

supply to their cottage and w
ater had to be fetched from

 a w
ell dow

n 
the road, cider w

as part of their daily diet. 
 The tw

ins attended Chase school, w
alking across the com

m
on to get 

there. Follow
ing school Charles w

ent on to attend Gloucester Technical 
College. Here he excelled at M

aths and Technical Draw
ing w

hich suited 
his liking of order and precision... He enjoyed the freedom

 of cycling and 
w

hen he w
as older he cycled from

 John O
'Groats to Lands End w

ith his 
friend Ron Evans.  
 After College he obtained a 5 year apprenticeship at the draw

ing office 
w

ith Fairfields Engineering and Shipbuilding Com
pany. After tw

o years 
here, having reached the age of 18, he w

as called up for N
ational 

Service. He joined the Gloucester Regim
ent for three m

onths basic 
training; follow

ing this he joined the Royal Engineers and transferred to 
Chatham

 Dockyards before sailing to N
orth Africa and the Suez Canal for 

18 m
onths. Charles often spoke of the m

isery of seasickness.    
 Follow

ing his discharge Charles returned to Fairfields to com
plete his 

apprenticeship. ..It w
as at Fairfields that Charles and Sylvia m

et. After 
they w

ere m
arried they m

oved into a flat at Penm
oel cottages in 

W
oodcroft and later w

ere able to buy a plot of land at Tutshill, 
24 
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¾
 

Sunday  7.30pm
 Life Group for M

en!  
O

nline - Jam
es Parsons - jam

esdparsons727@
gm

ail.com
  

¾
 

M
onday 2-3.30pm

 Bible Study at Sedbury Space  
=
 

N
icki nicki1002@

hotm
ail.co.uk 

 
Tuesday 1.00pm

 Life G
roup - Julia Parsons, venue varies - 

juliaparsons727@
gm

ail.com
 

=
 

W
ednesday 10.15am

 Food for Thought Life Group  
@

 Café on the Hill - Vicar David - dtrevd@
aol.com

 
¾
 

W
ednesday 7.30pm

 Life Group - Fiona and/or W
endy 

fiona.m
.gardiner@

btinternet.com
 

¾
 

W
ednesday  7.30pm

 Life Group Em
m

a em
m

ad.cyfm
@

gm
ail.com

 
¾
 

Thursday 1.30pm
 Life Group - Tanya W

hite at Rockym
ead 

tanya.rockym
ead@

gm
ail.com

 
¾
 

Contact Em
m

a Durbin for details of m
eetings for the young people. 

em
m

ad.cyfm
@

gm
ail.com
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Ju
n

e is the m
on

th w
ith the 

lon
g

est d
ay

lig
ht hou

rs of 

the y
ear in

 the N
orthern

 

H
em

isphere  

T
here are m

an
y

 cou
n

tries 

w
hich have their 

In
depen

den
ce D

ay
 du

rin
g

 

the m
on

th of Ju
ly

. T
hese 

in
clu

de the U
n

ited S
tates, 

B
elaru

s, V
en

ezu
ela, 

A
rg

en
tin

a, B
elg

iu
m

,  

the B
aham

as, an
d the 

M
aldives. T

he n
ation

al day
s 

for Fran
ce an

d C
an

ada 

occu
r in

 Ju
ly

 as w
ell 

F
act  

G
atherin

g
s... 

A
u

g
u

st is w
hat w

e call the 
A

u
g

u
st is w

hat w
e call the 

d
og

 d
ay

s of su
m

m
er

d
og

 d
ay

s of su
m

m
er. 
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Found in another church͛s notices:  
´ThXUVda\ aW 5:00 S.P

. WheUe Z
iOO be 

´ThXUVda\ aW 5:00 S.P
. WheUe Z

iOO be 
a m

eetin
g

 of the L
ittle M

others 
a m

eetin
g

 of the L
ittle M

others 

C
lu

b. A
ll w

ishin
g

 to becom
e little 

C
lu

b. A
ll w

ishin
g

 to becom
e little 

m
others, please see the m

in
ister in

 his 
m

others, please see the m
in

ister in
 his 

VWXd\µ 
VWXd\µ   

H
ig

hlig
hts from

 P
C

C
 m

eetin
g

s in
 

M
arch &

 A
pril 2

02
3

 
 ¾
 

PCC m
em

bers: - 
¾
 

approved the Trustees’ report and the Annual 
Accounts for 2022 

¾
 

in advance of the Annual Church m
eeting, approved the revised April 

2023 church electoral roll, w
hich now

 num
bers 192 people 

¾
 

noted that som
e 35 people from

 across the parish and beyond had 
attended the Lent Course 

¾
 

w
elcom

ed the return of the 58 page Annual Report detailing church 
life activities throughout the parish in 2021 and 2022 

¾
 

follow
ing the Annual Church m

eeting, agreed parish officers for 
2023/ 2024 

¾
 

w
elcom

ed the fact that over 2000 people had taken part in the 
Easter 2023 Scarecrow

 Trail! 
¾
 

as part of Tutshill church reordering, purchased a second hand digital 
piano, w

hich w
as installed in April 

¾
 

follow
ing a generous gift-aided donation, purchased a second hand 

organ for Chase church, w
hich w

as also installed in April 
¾
 

received the church architect’s reports of his Q
uinquennial 

inspections carried out in N
ovem

ber / Decem
ber 2022 

¾
 

w
elcom

ed the full refund received from
 Royal M

ail after they had 
failed to deliver any of the parish Christm

as cards 
¾
 

m
ade preparations to celebrate the coronation of King Charles III, 

especially the ringing of Tidenham
 church bells on 6 M

ay  
– see You Tube -  Coronation Bells - YouTube 
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  m
oving in in 1960 (during their honeym

oon in London they had seen 
South Pacific. They enjoyed it im

m
ensely and it w

as the inspiration for 
the nam

e of their new
 hom

e .... Bali Ha'i.). 
 O

nce living here Charles could not be tem
pted to m

ove anyw
here else. 

The m
ove to a hom

e w
ith its ow

n garden provided Charles w
ith a new

 
challenge, to create a garden from

 scratch. ... Vegetables w
ere the 

m
ain focus of attention and he ensured that there w

as plenty to feed 
the fam

ily. ...The fam
ily also rem

em
ber his hom

em
ade banana ice 

cream
 and his hom

em
ade crisps.  

 Charles w
as never keen to go abroad for holidays…

. How
ever w

hen 
invited to M

ajorca for a holiday he w
as finally persuaded to give it a 

try. He so enjoyed this it becam
e a regular holiday destination, keen to 

share his enjoym
ent w

ith his fam
ily he treated everyone to a holiday 

there. Later on, Charles w
as persuaded to travel to N

ew
 Zealand for 

his nephew
's w

edding, even returning for a second visit  
 It w

as fashionable to m
ake your ow

n beer and w
ine at one stage w

hich 
Charles em

braced w
ith dem

i-johns appearing in cupboards around the 
house. Foraging for dandelions, elderflow

ers, elderberries, dam
sons 

and even nettles at one point becam
e a regular event. Visitors w

ould 
be plied w

ith the hom
e m

ade beverages and m
any of the unsuspecting 

w
ould com

e aw
ay feeling the w

orse for w
ear!

 
 Gardening rem

ained Charles’ m
ain passion and he kept it up for as 

long as he w
as able. He thoroughly enjoyed his chats over the garden 

fence w
ith neighbours and used to share gardening tips as w

ell as pass 
the tim

e of day. He loved chatting to people passing by as he w
orked 

in the front garden w
eeding, planting and pruning any plant that dared 

to grow
 m

ore than he w
anted. He also used to enjoy w

alking around 
to get the paper each m

orning and w
ould often take quite a long tim

e 
as he stopped to chat. He kept going for as long as he could but had to 
accept that he needed help. He m

anaged to be independent for as 
long as possible and did not like to ask for help. O

nce he realised that 
people could and w

ould help he w
as very grateful for anything they 

did for him
. Charles is rem

em
bered fondly by all his fam

ily w
ho have 

m
any m

em
ories to com

fort them
. Enjoy your ow

n m
em

ories too. 
 Charles w

ill be rem
em

bered as a kind and courteous gentlem
an.  25 
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Royston, as you m
ight have expected, left a num

ber of 
fairly clear instructions about his funeral. These included a 
com

plete order of service, there w
as not to be a eulogy 

and the preacher w
as to preach a serm

on…
 this is from

 a serm
on by 

Royston at M
idnight M

ass, in Tidenham
 Church, approx ϭϵϵϴ. ‘W

hat is 
God like?’, asked Royston to his congregation? ‘W

hat is God like?’, and 
then he answ

ered, ‘he is like his Son.’  Tom
 has never forgotten that 

serm
on. W

hat is God like? He is like his Son. 
 Royston looked to Christ. As a m

an, as a priest, he looked to Christ, and 
w

hen he saw
 Christ he knew

 w
hat God w

as like. And he w
anted us to 

know
 that too. And this funeral service that he has so carefully put 

together just preaches that exact sam
e m

essage. From
 the lighting of 

the Paschal Candle, that rem
inds us that the light never goes out, to the 

hym
ns that tell of the kindly Shepherd, and of the risen conquering Son 

of Easter m
orning, to the readings them

selves, Royston is still preaching 
to us even now

 that if w
e w

ant to know
 about God, w

e need only m
eet 

him
 in his Son. And so it is of no surprise at all that w

e w
ere asked to 

break bread together. To m
eet Christ in the m

ost Holy Sacram
ent of the 

Eucharist, as Royston did so regularly, and indeed did, w
ith Father David, 

for the last tim
e just very shortly before he died. 

A gate betw
een this w

orld and the next. A w
ay that leads us hom

e. A 
hope that speaks to us in grief. W

hat is God like? He is like his Son. 

From
 the Registers

 
 

H
oly Baptism

 
 

Reid Jay Theo Pennell 
Sunday, 26

th M
arch 2023 

St Luke’s Church, Tutshill 
 

H
arry Joseph Graham

 
Sunday, 16

th April 2023 
St Luke’s Church, Tutshill 

 

Joseph Jam
es French-Styles &

 G
eorge Andrew

 French-Styles 
Sunday, 30

th April 2023 
St Luke’s Church, Tutshill 
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Churches Count on N
ature at 

M
inchinham

pton  
10 June, 10:30am

 to 11.30am
 Holy 

Trinity Church, M
inchinham

pton GL6 
9JH People of all ages are invited to 

com
e along to the churchyard to 

help spot creatures and plants that 
are living there. Results w

ill 
contribute to a national database 

providing vital environm
ental 

inform
ation. 

Taking part in Churches Count on 
N

ature near you? Share w
ith us 

w
hat you are doing and send in your 

pictures to 
kow

en@
glosdioc.org.uk 

Take action against m
odern slavery in the D

iocese of 
Gloucester The ‘M

ake it slavery-free’ cam
paign invites people to take 

a pledge to m
ake their com

m
unity slavery-free. Visit The Clew

er 
Initiative’s w

ebsite for ideas and resources such as posters and pledge 
m

aterials to display in your church, w
orkplace or com

m
unity space: 

theclew
erinitiative.org/cam

paigns/anti-slavery-day-m
ake-it�slavery-

free  

Q
uiet days  

13 June, 10am
 to 

4pm
 Brow

nshill M
onastery, 

Stroud, G
L6 8AL O

ften in the 
busyness of life w

e rush from
 one 

situation to another not giving 
ourselves the opportunity to 

recharge and reflect on God’s call 
on our ow

n lives. In the beautiful 
countryside of Stroud, enjoy a 

chance to stop and 
reflect.gloucester.anglican.org/

quiet-day-10-2-2-2-2-2-2 

Gloucestershire Sym
phony 

O
rchestra Sum

m
er Concert 17 June, 

7.30pm
 St Barnabas, Stroud 

Road, Gloucester, GL1 5LJ 
There’s a subtle nod to the 

Coronation in GSO
’s Sum

m
er 

Concert program
m

e, w
hich 

features the beautiful O
verture 

‘Proud Tham
es’ by English 

com
poser Elizabeth M

aconchy. 
Tickets £12, under 18s free. 

gloucestershiresym
phony.org.uk 

Young People &
 Social Justice  

21 June, 7.00pm
 to 9.00pm

 Cooke 
Room

, St M
ary DeCrypt, Southgate St, 

Gloucester GL1 2DR 
Explore som

e of the current issues 
young people are vocal about, how

 
w

e can be facilitators for them
 to 

take m
eaningful action, and perhaps 

m
ost im

portantly, how
 w

e can take 
the w

hole church on the journey 
together. O

pen to all.  
gloucester.anglican.org/young-

people-social-justice 
31 

Events and training 

M
ore details for all these events 
at gloucester.anglican.org/

events  
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  30 From
 our Diocese:   

From
 our Diocese:   Birds and bugs benefit from

 diocesan 
w

ildlife grant in D
ursley 

A diocesan environm
ent grant, dedicated to helping local 

parish churches deliver new
 environm

ental initiatives, has 
enabled St Jam

es the Great, Dursley, to establish m
ultiple 

projects in its urban gardens and grounds. 
 St Jam

es the Great stands in the heart of Dursley tow
n 

centre and has seen extensive renovation and restoration 
w

ork. Five years ago, m
em

bers from
 the w

orshipping 
com

m
unity form

ed an Eco Church group w
ith a shared 

interest in prom
oting care for the church and local environm

ent. 
 Gillian M

ather, a m
em

ber of the group, says, “O
ur initial focus w

as to 
achieve the Eco Church Bronze Aw

ard. W
e attended a training event run 

by the diocesan Environm
ental Engagem

ent O
fficer and by w

orking 
through the issues raised in the schem

e’s questionnaire, w
e w

ere able to 
direct m

any of our plans, including prom
oting the w

ildlife in our urban 
churchyard.”

 
 In recent years, the group has introduced several projects including the 
introduction of ‘N

o M
ow

 M
ay’, liaison w

ith the local ‘M
en’s Shed’ group 

to help w
ith the m

anufacture of eight bird nesting boxes, and the 
construction of a substantial bug hotel. 
 “The bug hotel is not only encouraging the insect and m

inibeast 
population in the churchyard, but it is also a visible point of interest for 
the w

orshipping com
m

unity w
ho use the public footpath close by. It 

provides a focal point for several of our Churches Count on N
ature 

events, including Guides, Brow
nies and local prim

ary school events. 
M

ost recently, the young people w
ere show

n how
 it is possible to 

construct their ow
n sm

all insect hotel at hom
e using a tin or flow

erpot.”
 

 Visit Caring for God’s Acre w
ebsite to find out w

hich churches are taking 
part in your area, or w

hy not go along to your local church and see w
hat 

nature you can discover in the grounds?
 

 w
w

w
.caringforgodsacre.org.uk/get-involved/view

-events 
 

 The Link Parish M
agazine                     June, July & A

ugust 2023 - S
um

m
er 

  

 
From

 the Registers
 

 
Funerals &

 Burials
 

 

Charles H
enry Seys LEW

IS (93)  
M

onday, 27
th February 2023 

St Luke’s Church Tutshill Θ
 Forest of Dean Crem

atorium
 

 

John Gregory N
ew

digate PO
YN

Z (96)  
Tuesday, 28

th February 2023 
St M

ichael &
 All Angels, Tidenham

 Chase Church 
 &

 Forest of Dean Crem
atorium

 
 

D
oris M

argaret Rose Susanne BRO
W

N
 (82) 

15
tR M

arch 2023 
V

ick fam
ily grave St M

ary &
 St Peter's

 
 

W
illiam

 N
eil CH

AM
PIO

N
 (80) 

Thursday, 16
th M

arch 2023 
Forest of Dean Crem

atorium
 

 

D
aphne O

lw
yn CO

LES (89)  
Friday, 17

th M
arch 2023 

Forest of Dean Crem
atorium

 
 

W
illiam

 Glen W
O

O
D

S (76) 
Friday, 14

th April 2023 
St Luke’s Church Tutshill Θ

 Forest of Dean Crem
atorium

 
 

M
argaret H

O
D

GE (98)   
16

th April 2023 
St M

ichael &
 All Angels, Tidenham

 Chase Church 
Graveside Service

 
 

M
ichael John RICH

ARD
S (85) 

M
onday, 24

th April 2023 
Forest of Dean Crem

atorium
 

 

Further register  entries w
ill  

appear in Autum
n 2023 edition of the Link 
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