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The Parish of Tidenham Contacts 

 
 

St Mary & St Peter 
Tidenham 

Sunday: 9:00am 

St Michael & All Angels 
Tidenham Chase 
Sunday: 6:00pm 

St Luke’s 
Tutshill 

Sunday: 10:45am 

www.tidenhamparishchurch.co.uk 

Vicar Revd David Treharne 01291 760034 

Tidenham Vicarage, Gloucester Road, Tutshill, Chepstow  NP16 7DH 
dtrevd@aol.com 

Associate Priest Revd Canon Dr Tom Clammer 01722 504938 

Pioneer Curate Revd Janice Hamilton 01291 626158 

Curate Revd Nicki Bullivant 0722 833 835 

 Reader Fiona Gardiner 01291 624868 

 Reader James Parsons 01291 622163 

Children & Families Minister Jane Penny 01594 563803 

cfmtidenham@btinternet.com 

Youth Co-ordinator Ethan Richards 07933 249210 

Church Warden Nicholette Flatman 01291 621202 

Church Warden Brian Duerden 01291 623310 

Deputy Warden Tidenham Cate Phillips 01291 624260 

Deputy Warden Tutshill James Parsons 01291 622163 

PCC Secretary Iain Gardiner 01291 624868 

PCC Treasurer Ewen Hamilton 01291 626158 

Bell Ringers Cate Phillips 01291 624260 

Tidenham Choir Roger Martin 01291 627800 

Parish Safeguarding Officer Marilyn Henderson 01291 620140 

Deputy Safeguarding Officer Marion Evans 01291 622252 

Parish Administrator Clare Presley 07541 582687 

tidenhamadmin@btinternet.com 

Pastoral Visit Co-ordinator Julia Parsons 01291 622163 

Parish Notices Clare Presley  

tidenhamparishnotices@gmail.com 
The Link Editor & 
and Link Distribution 

Tanya White 01291 623169 

tanya.rockymead@gmail.com 

The Link Advertising Roger Martin 01291 627800 
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OTHER USEFUL CONTACTS 

Churches Together   Church Activities   

Foodbank 07507 468396 Life Groups 01291 622163 

CAP (Debt Help 
David Price 
davidprice@capuk.org 

07539 477286 
 

Wives & Friends 
Group 

01291 625551 

Christian Aid 01291 629098 Fairtrade 01291 622163 

Care Home Services 01291 629098   

Other Local Churches       

Baptist 07712 899958 Stroat Evangelical 01594 562355 

Methodist 01291 627014 Roman Catholic 01291 622649 

Sedbury Church 01594 529209 The Besom, 
Chepstow 

07563 644860 

Children & Youth       

Pre-School in Sedbury 
PATA@Pengins 

01291 638665 Tutshill Community 
Pre-School 

01291 629134 

Offa’s Mead School 01291 622932 St Briavels School 01594 530428 

Tutshill C of E School 01291 622593 St John’s School 01291 622045 

 Toddler Groups 01594 563803 Wyedean School 01291 625340 

Care Homes       

Castleford House 01291 629929   

Medical       

Tutshill Surgery 01291 637910 Sedbury Surgery 01291 626041 

Chepstow Hospital 01291 636636 Gwent Hospital 01633 234234 

NHS Direct 0845 4647 NHS Dentist 0845 4647 

Chemist Sedbury 01291 622532 Merrick’s Chemist 01291 622387 

Chepstow Library 01291 635730 Chepstow Leisure 
Centre 

01291 635745 

Forest of Dean Council 01594 810000 Gloucester Council 01452 425000 

Police 
 (non emergency) 

101 Neighbourhood 
Watch 

101 
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ADVERTISING IN THE LINK: Roger Martin  
01291 627800     e-mail rogermartin340@outlook.com Th
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Professional Assistance Page 

Accountants: Andrea Fry & Co 43 

Architects: Axion 47 

Computer Services: TechPro IT 40 

Financial Planning: iam Financial 45 

Funeral Services: Philip Blatchly 44 

Funeral Services: Ian Watts & Son 42 

Solicitors: Francis & Co. 41 

Gardening Services  

Ben Williams Fencing Services 46 

Emma & Graham Williams Gardening Services 44 

Green Grafter: Garden and Tree Services 49 

Senior Services: Pressure Washing plus 41 

Home Services  
Boilers: A.J. Boiler Maintenance 48 

Carpet Care: Town & Country 48 

Chimney Sweep: ChimKnee Sweeps 47 

Decorating: John Cottrell 48 

Electrics: T.F.W. Electrical Services 48 

Home Help: Tara Price-Williams 47 

Home Help: The Maid Brigade 48 

Re-Upholstery: Della Rimmer 44 

Skips: Woodstock  41 

Food Services  
Butcher: A. & H. Jones 44 

Catering: Abbey Catering, @ Tintern 43 

Local Food Supplier: Hanley Farm Shop 42 

Personal Services  

Childcare: Hedgehogs Nursery, St John’s 40 

Foot Health Professional: Ceri Crossland  41 

Foot Care: Hallux 47 

Gwent Sword Club 43 

Hairdresser: Candice 46 

Hairdresser: Di the Hair 43 

Car Services  

Dean's Auto Repairs 46 

Motor Services of Chepstow 44 
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  PLEASE NOTE   

Many things are changing at the moment 

 But please send me any copy for future editions of The Link  
to Tanya White at tanya.rockymead@gmail.com  

or posted to: Tanya White, Rockymead, Coleford Road,  

Tutshill, Chepstow, NP16 7BU (01291 623169) 

 Letter from the Editor  
  

and welcome to our Spring 
Link magazine.  

 

I hope that everyone  is keeping well. 
 

The last Link was our Autumn edition and now this Spring edition is both 
being  publishing online and a few editions will be printed for those with no 

internet connection. 

 

On Friday 26th February 2021 I attended on-line the funeral  
of Rev Brian Green (see picture). This was a special time for me 

to remember him and his positive influence at difficult and 
challenging times: to have patient faith in time of darkness.  

I first started editing the Link when asked by Brian and here I 
am today, editing our Link magazine! 

 

Inside this time: 
➢ Vicar David writes to Hang in There and Hold on Until the Tide Turns  

(pages 4-6) 

➢ How one might listen to God through the Bible (pages 24-25) 

➢ Update from Tom Clammer (page 33) 

➢ Scarecrow Trail (subject to government Covid announcements) 
is planned  for 27th March to 17th April 2021 (page 15) 

➢ In the centre you can find the Prayer Diary from Margaret Coombs.  
This is for March, but you can also apply the suggested prayers to April. 

➢ Highlights from PCC meetings (page 30) 
➢ Fairtrade Fortnight 2021 (page 31) 

 

See what details and events you can discover and  enjoy our magazine,  

regards from Tanya 

Tanya White 

3 

Rev Brian 

Green 
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From the Vicar 

4 

Vicar David Writes… 

 Hang in There! 
I really hope that by the time Lent has finished and 
Easter arrives (4 April) we will be seeing some 
hopeful signs of positive change with the Pandemic 
situation both here and around the world!   
 

This last year has been really tough but as I 
preached a little while ago on a Wednesday 
Facebook Eucharist (I never thought I’d be saying 
that a year ago!!!) I want to encourage you to keep 

going and not lose heart.  I know many in our community are really 

struggling and are so weary.  Hang in there!  

 

Hold on until the tide turns 
Back in 2017 Kathy and I were going through very dark times as Kathy 
faced her fourth cancer related operation in 2 years, with a second part 
of her lung being removed, and real worries about the future.  In the 
middle of our darkness we received many messages of love, for which I 
continue to be extremely thankful.  One powerful and life giving email 
from a lovely couple dropped into our inbox at a particular low point.  It 
went like this… 
 

Dear David and Kathy, 
The best selling book of the 19th Century was 'The Bible.'  The 

second best selling book was 'Uncle Tom's Cabin' also known as 
'Life among the Lowly.'  Written by Harriet Beecher Stowe who 
famously said; "When you get into a tight place and everything 

goes against you, till it seems as though you could not hang on a 
minute longer, never give up then, for that is just the place and 

time that the tide will turn." 
If our best wishes can help you both hold on, till the tide turns, 
then take strength to tighten your grip, to go that extra minute 

and then the next minute.  Our very best wishes  
 

These words were so loving and encouraging.  (I wonder, who might you 

Vicar  
Revd David Treharne 
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GreenGrafter 

Tree Surgery, Mowing  

& Hedge  

 Cutting Services 

 

Tel: 01291 650628  Mob: 07815 791777 

Email: greengrafter@btinternet.com 

Web: www.greengrafter.org.uk 
 
 
. 

Established 1999, we are a family run business, 

specialising in tree surgery & ground maintenance 
 

Whether it be from felling a small tree to a 

more complex tree surgery,  

such as crown reductions on large trees, to 

dangerous/confined tree removal. 
  

We have the specialist equipment required for 

chipping up trees and mowing small and large 

grassed areas  

from formal lawns to small wild flower meadows. 
 

We can cut any size hedges from small to tall. 
 

 

Please e-mail or give Steve a call  

for any further information. 

 

Experienced, Qualified and Fully Insured 

49 
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 For 

Se 

  
 

All  Makes of Boiler Serviced & Repaired 

Biasi Boilers, Halstead Boilers and Rayburn 460k- 480k 

and 499k specialists 

Telephone: 01594 563005 

200897 C7214 

A.J. Boiler Maintenance 
Lewisia Cottage, Woodland Place, Yorkley, Glos, GL15 4SA 

Carpets, Upholstery, Oriental Rugs,  
Curtains, Leather, Mattresses etc   

 

Eco-Friendly cleaning 

Rapid drying times 

Free Inspections and Quotations 

Satisfaction Guaranteed 
 

 01291 621333 

We clean 

T.F.W. Electrical Services 
 

    All work undertaken 
 

       No job too small 

• New Installations 

• Renovations 

• Upgrades & Minor Repairs 

• Inspection & Testing with Certification 

Tel. 01291 629065 
   Mob. 07970 982 220 

Email. Tfw.tutshill@talktalk.net 

 
T.F.W. Electrical Services 

All work undertaken  

No job too small 

• New installations 

• Renovations 

• Upgrades & Minor Repairs 

• Inspection & Testing with 

Certification 

DOMESTIC, 
COMMERCIAL  
& INDUSTRIAL 

JOHN COTTRELL 
Qualified Decorator 

For a Quality,  
Reliable, 

Friendly Service 
Reasonable Rates 

                 No V.A.T. 
 

Tel. 07760 364462 
To arrange a quote 

 

 

Uniformed, Insured & CRB 
Checked Full Services 

THEMAID BRIGADE 
Professional House Keeping 

• Laundry & Ironing 
• Deep Cleans - 

Kitchens/Utility Rooms 
• Linen Changes 
• House Sitting 
• Dog Sitting 
• Prescriptions Collected 
• Regular House Keeping 

01291 630986 
07595 343945 

 

48 
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send a message of love and encouragement too?)   They also remind me 
of some of the letters written in the New Testament to Christians who 
were growing weary, struggling and suffering greatly. 
 

The Bible encourages us not to lose heart  
(2 Corinthians 4:1 & 16) 

A lot of the New Testament is written to Christians who were growing 
weary and struggling.  It was jolly hard for those early believers and so 
many Bible texts urge and encourage them to keep on going and not to 
lose heart.   
 

This will resonate with many of us today.  Aside from Covid 19, it’s not 
easy to live life as a Christian.  It’s not even easy attempting to live a holy 
life!  It’s hard battling temptations and accepting personal weaknesses 
and living with vulnerability.  It’s hard to be hopeful in the face of human 
tragedy, whether accidental or deliberate.  It’s hard taking the narrow 
road when so many people seem to be on a wide road getting away with 
things and enjoying it so much!  Yet on top of this, Covid 19 has brought 
major health concerns, separation from loved ones, detachment from 
one another in church and community and wondering where God is.  
Someone said to me the other day, “it must be hard having faith in times 
like this.”  I did say, “it must be hard not having faith in times like this!”  
Of course, we were both right… life has been hard and a struggle with or 
without faith.   

5 



 The Link Parish Magazine                                                 Spring 2021 

  
6 

God is With Us 
But we have a God, revealed in Jesus Christ, who is only too familiar 
with suffering and one WHO understands our struggles and he 
sympathizes with our pain and suffering.  This God, alongside a great 
cloud of witnesses, is urging & cheering us on as we persevere, strive 
and wrestle through this tough time and all the tough times of our 
lives.  But even more than that, the God revealed in Jesus Christ is not 
just on the side-lines urging us on he is with us and in us and ready to 
give us the depths of himself to journey onwards.  “Come on, keep 
going, do not lose heart.”   
 

Finally, our God is not only a crucified God he is a resurrection God!  In 
him there is always a tomorrow!  I don’t know what life will look like 
once the worst of the Pandemic passes, or what the future will hold 
for many who experience terrible suffering daily around the world, but 
what I do know is that in Jesus Christ we can and will always find new 
hope and new beginnings and new life. 
 

Yours, longing for the time when we can meet together once again 
God bless 

 
Your Priest and Vicar 
Revd David Treharne 

Vicar of Tidenham  

with Beachley and Lancaut 

and Priest in Charge of St Briavels with 

Hewelsfield & Brockweir 
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TARA PRICE-WILLIAMS 
HOME HELP SERVICES 

General Cleaning 
Assistance with 
shopping and 

local 
appointments 

References 
available 

Tel: 01291 623981 
Or 0776 204 9438 
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                          Dean’s Auto Repairs Ltd       
          

                            We offer quality workmanship and our mechanics  
                              have a wealth of experience and knowledge. 

                                    We service, repair & MOT all makes of cars.       . 
                                   We offer air conditioning service and full diagnostic checks. 

 

Call us on 01291 629302 
 

Unit 14 Bulwark Ind Est Bulwark Road Chepstow NP16 5QZ 
We care about our customers and their cars 

 
 

MOBILE 
HAIRDRESSER 

 
FOR AN APPOINTMENT 

 

PLEASE TELEPHONE 
 

CANDICE 
01291 622331 

Ben Williams 

Fencing Services 
Covering all aspects of 

fencing and repairs 

07927 483085 

 The Link Parish Magazine                                                           Spring 2021 

  7 

“Our tendency in the 
midst of suffering is to 
turn on God. To get 

angry and bitter and shake our fist at 
the sky and say, "God, you don't know what 
it's like! You don't understand! You have no 
idea what I'm going through. You don't have 

a clue how much this hurts." 
The cross is God's way of taking away all of 
our accusations, excuses, and arguments. 
The cross is God taking on flesh and blood 

and saying, "Me too.” 
― Rob Bell 

We have been living through a 
turbulent time in our history.  For 

some this Pandemic has been a time 
of real suffering.  Most of us have had 

tough times and this has given us a 
window into the suffering others face, 
and have been facing, daily for years. 

 

It’s a harsh reality that suffering is able 
to teach us and shape us (Romans 5:3-

5), and there are those who have 
graciously shared some of what they 

have learnt through suffering.  Here are 
some inspiring quotes.  We may not 

understand some of the quotes or even 
agree with them, but in sharing them 
we may learn something important 
about others, ourselves and God. 

“We are healed of a 
suffering only by 

experiencing it to the full.” 
― Marcel Proust 
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FOOD HAMPER DISTRIBUTION 

Susan, our Centre Manager was busy last week involved in a project 

organized by FVAF (Forest Voluntary Action Forum), distributing 100 

hampers to Secondary schools across the Forest of Dean, including 

Wyedean School.  This was a collaboration with the Local Equality 

Commission, Sixteen Community Café, FareShare and The Forest 

Foodbank creating hampers with essential cupboard goods, recipe cards 

and stationery.   

Foodbanks have reported a massive 61% increase in demand with tens 

of thousands of people using food banks for the first time.   

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

contact Susan Riordan on 07522 178639 or 

managersedburyspace@gmail.com 

11, King Alfred’s Road,  
Sedbury  

NP16 7AG,                                                         
e-mail: in-

fo@sedburyspace.org.uk 
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MOTOR SERVICES 
of CHEPSTOW 

Fiat Dealer 
Servicing 

New and Used Car Sales 

Tel: (01291) 623304 

(formerly Tutshill Service Station) 

    FUNERAL SERVICE    
 

PHILIP BLATCHLY 
& Son Ltd 
 MBIE   MNAFD   MBIFD   Dip FD 

Highcroft House, Woolaston                       Dean (01594) 529345 
5, Station Road, Chepstow                       Chepstow (01291) 624939 
London House, 14, Chepstow Road, Caldicot  Caldicot (01291) 430468 
Regents Court, 3, Regent Street, Lydney         Dean (01594) 842877 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS & MONUMENTAL MASONS 
 

 24hr Personal Service   Private Chapels of Rest  Monumental Showrooms 
 Pre-paid Funeral Plans 

 

Emma & Graham Williams 
Gardening Services 

 

For a local professional 
service covering all aspects 

of gardening 

 

Tree work undertaken 
NPTC qualified 

 

Tel:  
01291 623981 

Mobile:  
077620 49438 

A. & H. JONES 
 

Butcher & Delicatessen 
(all our meats and poultry are  

locally produced)  
Homemade Pies & Sausages 

Home Cured Bacon  
Homemade Faggots 

Steak, Guinness & Mushroom Pies 
Fresh Fish 

 
 

Telephone (01291) 622063 
Coleford Road,  

Tutshill, Chepstow 
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5 Thank You and Encouragement 

Prayers for the Parish 
 
 For the staff, churchwardens and volunteers of 

the Church here in the Parish and their amazing 

dedication and commitment. 

 For all those who have enabled and 

participated in the online worship during lockdown. 

 For all those who have given financially during this time when church 

income has plummeted. 

 For the community spirit that has been evident when going out and 

about. 

 For the amazing frontline workers in our locality. 

 

5 Prayers of Intercession for the Parish  
 
 For God’s protection on all our frontline workers and the most 

vulnerable in our communities 

 For the Holy Spirit to guide the Church here as we work out what a 

Post Covid Church in the Parish of Tidenham should look like 

 For the Parish Scarecrow Trail 

 For all those who have moved to the area, for those whose financial 

& employment situation is 

precarious and for those who have 

had new babies and those who plan 

to get married this year. 

 For those who have experienced or 

are experiencing trauma, grief and 

suffering. 
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                Bullet Point News 

. 
    Are You New to the Parish? ... 
A warm welcome to you if you have moved to the Parish 
during these strange times.  If would like to find out more 

about what’s goes on we’d be delighted to welcome you and talk about 
how you might be involved or how we as a church family can support 
you.   Please feel free to make contact with any of the relevant 
individuals on the website or church notice boards.  

 Thinking about Baptism/Christening or a Wedding in church? 
Many congratulations if you’re at this stage of life!   
As things stand Weddings and Baptisms/Christenings are 
still able to take place.  Please do get in touch with Vicar 
David or one of the team if you are interested.  If you are 
thinking about 2021 then do get in touch as diaries are 
beginning to fill up.   
For weddings visit https://www.yourchurchwedding.org/  
For baptisms/christenings visit https://churchofenglandchristenings.org/  

 Illness 
We would like to remind parishioners (church and non-church goers alike) 
that they should not hesitate to contact us in the event of illness and 
hospitalisation.  If nothing else vital prayers can be offered for those in need. 

  Is God calling you? 
All of us reflect on the purpose of our lives at some point.  Part of this 
reflection can lead us to having a sense of being called to do something 
particular in or with our lives.  May the Holy Spirit lead you to respond to 
what the Lord may require of you?  Please do not hesitate to speak with 
someone at church about this.  It is quite normal and remember, God 
can use any of us he chooses! 

 Financial Support for the Parish 
If you would like to make a gift to the Church and also consider ongoing 

regular financial giving into 2021. Bank details are Tidenham 
Parochial Church, Sort Code 30-91-89 & Account number 
00304754. Standing order and Gift Aid forms are available to 
download from the website. PCC wishes to thank all who have 
continued to give generously.  
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CHARTERED CERTIFIED ACCOUNTANTS 
 

We offer a professional, reliable and friendly service covering: 
 

 Accountancy   Personal & business tax 
 Business planning  Business start-ups 
 Book-keeping and VAT 
 

If you are interested our contact details are: 
Telephone:        01291 630443 
E-mail:               andrea@andreafry.co.uk 
Web:                  http://www.andreafry.co.uk 

Learn to 
Fence 

With GWENT 
SWORD CLUB 

Chepstow Leisure Centre 
Fridays, 6.30-8.30pm 

All welcome. Kit provided 
Contact Carl on 

diffords@virginmedia.com 
01633 263368 

 

Di the Hair 
Mobile 

Hairdressing 

Call Dianne Willetts 
for cuts and colours in 
your own home 
0754 107 4963 

https://www.yourchurchwedding.org/
https://churchofenglandchristenings.org/
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Ian Watts & Son Ltd 
 

Independent Family Funeral Directors 
Est 1968 

 

“ Respect & Dignity  
are at the heart of everything we do” 

• 24 Hour Personalised Service 
• Private Chapels of Rest 
• Monumental Services 
• Pre-Payment Funeral Plans 

01291 420972—07947 847277 
07977 092935 

www.ianwattsandson.com 
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 Legacy 
We were humbled and most grateful to have received a legacy 
donation last year.  Perhaps we could all think about leaving a 

financial gift when we die which can help towards the costs of 
mission and ministry for the future, particularly at this challenging time.   

 Churchyards: A reminder to all those who tend and care for 
churchyard plots. 

Our churchyards are very special spaces for remembering loved ones who 
have died.  Therefore out of respect for all mourners please remember that 
grave-areas should conform to the churchyard regulations.  This allows for 
peaceful use and trouble-free maintenance throughout the churchyard.  The 
Parochial Church Council kindly asks that no extraneous additions (stones, 
plastic flowers, ornaments and statuary, plants, trees, vases, kerb-edging, 
etc.) are placed in or around graves.  Thank you. 

 AGM 
All being well the Parish AGM will take place on 25 April 2021 at 10.30am 
following the 9.30am Eucharist at Tidenham Church.  Please contact PCC 
Secretary Iain Gardiner for more details.  01291 624868 

 Want to be confirmed? 
Sadly the September 2020 confirmation service in the Parish was unable 
to happen. However, we are looking at being able to confirm people 
again in 2021.  If you would like to be confirmed then please contact 
Vicar David as soon as possible.  DTRevd@aol.com  If you don’t know 
what confirmation is then you are not alone.  Briefly and simply it is 
when someone owns and takes on for themselves (confirms) the 
baptismal promises that were made for them when they were too young 
to make them for themselves.   

  Parish Contact Website Address   
Parish Website: This has information, documents and links to other sites. 
https://www.tidenhamparishchurch.co.uk  
Parish Facebook Page: for communicating news & info to the wider community. 
Please ‘follow’ or ‘like’. 
https://facebook.com/tidenhamparishchurch 
Parish Facebook Group: all welcome to join this private group and post 
comments. 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/114300818701466/ 
 YouTube channel: ‘Tidenham Parish Online Church’ with videos to assist your 
devotions.   https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCkRjOlvDBT9M9usfhp2722w 
St Briavels & Hewelsfield website:   www.stbandhchurches.org.uk  

http://www.tidenhamparishchurch.co.uk/  11 

mailto:DTRevd@aol.com
https://tidenhamparishchurch.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e390f7a68ee63ab83971cf66c&id=efb43ee92a&e=44585cb979
https://tidenhamparishchurch.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e390f7a68ee63ab83971cf66c&id=2415b48df7&e=44585cb979
https://tidenhamparishchurch.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e390f7a68ee63ab83971cf66c&id=ccf61b50ac&e=44585cb979
https://tidenhamparishchurch.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e390f7a68ee63ab83971cf66c&id=de981d2dbe&e=44585cb979
http://www.stbandhchurches.org.uk
http://www.tidenhamparishchurch.co.uk/
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Tanya’s Link Prize Challenge 

Welcome  

to everyone with this  

Wordsearch puzzle. 
 

 

This Wordsearch time you are finding words in great  
EASTER HYMN: CHRIST TRIUMPANT  
Recently written by Michael Edward 

 
There are 32 words to locate. See what you can find. 

 
Once you have completed this, gather the remaining letters in order to spell 

out the answer to the puzzle, please send this to me: Tanya White, at 
Rockymead, Coleford Road, Tutshill, NP16 7BU (e-mail: 

‘tanya.rockymead@gmail.com) to be in with a chance winning the prize! 

ABOVE HUMBLE SIN 

CEASELESSLY HYMNS SON  

CHRIST INCARNATE SONG 

CRUCIFIED JUSTIFIED SUFFERING 

DEFEATED KING SUSTAINING 

ENTHRONED LOVE TRIUMPHANT 

GAZING MAN TRUTH 

GLORY PRIESTLY VICTIM 

HEARTS RAISING VOICES 

HEAVEN REVEALING WORD 

HIGH SERVANT  
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A long established local friendly and approachable legal practice  
offering advice on a range of legal matters. 

• RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL CONVEYANCING 

• WILLS, TRUSTS AND PROBATE 

• MATRIMONIAL AND FAMILY MATTERS 

• LITIGATION 

 
AND FOR ALL YOUR LEGAL NEEDS 

www.francisandco.co.uk 
St Maur, Beaufort Square, Chepstow. NP16 5EP 
Tel: (01291) 622237 Fax: (01291) 623880 

 

 

 

Foot Health Professional 
Ceri Crossland. Dip MCFHP, MAFHP 

01291 627157  0774 8324416 
ceri.crossland@btinternet.com 
www.cericrossland.co.uk 

 

Routine nail care….Nail trimming & thickness reduction 
Corn & callous removal….Dry, cracked heels       

Fungal nails….Diabetic foot care 

41 

SENIOR SERVICES 
Pressure Washing 

Paths, Patios  
Fence Painting/Staining 

Garden Tidying 

 

Contact: Rob 

Tel: 0739 104 6450 
Email: 

sservicesrob@gmail.com 
Reliable, traditional  
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Computer Problems? 
 
 

• Experienced IT Professional 
• Reliable Service 

• Competitive Rates 
• Home Visits 

 

Call Richard on 
01594 564970 or 07966 110110 
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T C E A S E L E S S L Y L E 

V R T N A V R E S E C I O V 

J H I S H E A R T S G V V C 

C U S U F F E R I N G I E R 

H M S S M E E N I S A C D U 

R B M T P P T K R H Z T E C 

I L H A I R H A R T I I N I 

S E R I N F I A N U N M O F 

T V N N G S I E N R G E R I 

D O O I I H O E S T A I H E 

R B S N M Y H N D T G C T D 

O A G G L O R Y G N L I N N 

W G R E V E A L I N G Y E I 

H E A V E N D E T A E F E D 

 
➢ Returning to a complete Link magazine, here is an EASTER 

time Word Search Puzzle, 
➢ Whether we are in Lent or EASTER we can worship our 

KING ENTHRONED FOR EVER. 
➢ We can have our HEARTS and VOICES RAISING in praise 

despite the difficult times that we are in at the moment. 
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Monuments and graves at Tidenham 
Brian Duerden 

We all know that the Parish Church of St Mary and St Peter, Tidenham, is a historic 
building (Grade II* listed) with a history going back to the 12th century and this 

history is reflected in the graveyard.  We see a large number of ancient graves and 
monuments each time we walk through the churchyard to the church building, 
even if they may appear commonplace because we are so used to them being 
there. As well as the very prominent Madocke Monument opposite the main 

church door, 14 other monuments are Grade II listed. 

Many of these old graves, mostly without living descendants to 
take an interest, have been untended for many years and have 
become increasingly overgrown, even to the extent that some 
are no longer visible. Although the Parish Council is now 
responsible for the general upkeep of the churchyard as it is 

“closed” for new graves, this has not extended to attacking the overgrowth around 
many of the monuments which is probably regarded as a “church matter”. Much 
to our delight, two people from the Tidenham Historical Group have come to our 
aid and have taken the initiative to help expose these historic artefacts and in so 
doing, greatly improve the appearance and relevance of the churchyard. 

Carol and Richard Clammer and the four members of the Lillington family, working 
as two individual family teams under current Covid restrictions, have started with 
the vegetation around the Madocke Monument and then moved to the ones 
immediately behind, including finding a further unsuspected monument that was 
completely overgrown. This work not only has historic interest but also markedly 
enhances the view out from the main door of the church. 
They are now progressing to the monuments along the 
pathway to the Lych Gate and also the ones on the slope in 
the South-east area towards the car park. 

The work will cease shortly for the nesting season (birds and other 
wildlife) which means that no such clearing work should be done from 
March to the end of July. However, as and when restrictions are lifted, I 
would encourage anyone with an interest to have a look round at some 
of the quite amazing work that is being done. I am writing this to express 
our thanks to those taking on this project and excitement about what it 
is producing. 

14 
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7.30 pm 

 

 Wye Valley Green Way 

 

Those of you who have not already 
discovered it, may be interested to hear 

that the Wye Valley Green Way cycle 
and footpath is now partially open. It 

can be accessed from Snipe Hill Bridge 
via Sedbury Lane, or from beside the railway bridge on the small lane between 
Bishton and Netherhope Lanes. From Snipe Hill it is now possible to walk along 

the embankment, with wonderful views over the A48 bridge and past the 
Diving Centre.   

 

At this point there are quite a few interesting remains: the original Tidenham 
Station buildings, signal box and goods shed were all demolished after the halt 
closed to passengers in 1959. However, the site was taken over by the quarry 
and the original platform concreted over to form part of a loading facility for 
ballast stone. About half of that platform is still visible, the rest having been 

buried under a mound of soil which we  understand will one day become a car 
park for walkers and cyclists. On the platform stands a large wooden structure 

which we think once supported the wagon-loading conveyor belt. At the 
northern end of the station site are two ornate metal gates which once 

allowed the quarry area to be closed off from the rest of the line.  Beyond 
these the walk continues under the interesting road bridge with the distinctive 

metal under-structure and onwards past the site of Netherhope Halt to the 
tunnel entrance.    

The tunnel is a winter roosting site for bats, so will remain closed until March. 
Thereafter it is due to open to the public and by the summer it will be possible 

to walk or cycle all the way from Sedbury to Tintern. 

 

There are a number of interesting relics along the way and it to be hoped that 
these, along with the platform, will be preserved. The purpose of two of them 
remains a mystery. They are substantial, square, wooden posts, each topped 
with a pointed iron shoe. One is half buried in spoil just opposite the remains 
of the platform. The other, which is about 15ft high, stands beside the track 

bed just to the north of the iron gates. 

 

Does anyone know what purpose they served? 
Answers on a postcard (or better still an email) 

please!! 

 

Richard Clammer 39 
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Found in another church’s notices:  

“Diana and Don request your 

presents at their wedding.”  

7.30 pm 

 

 OFFA’S DYKE  

 

A recent talk by Jon Hoyle, the archaeologist and 
author of “Hidden Landscapes of the Forest of 

Dean”, to the Forest of Dean Local History Society 
revealed that there is a strong opinion that some of 

the clearest sections showing aspects of the 
construction of Offa’s Dyke are located in our area.  

 

There are 2 particular sections which demonstrate 
this: by the Devil’s Pulpit and the other in Caswell Wood near Tidenham. 

They demonstrate that there was very likely a cap of stone on top of a 
high bank with a steep ditch behind it to the east from where the 

excavated material was quarried. The 
steep bank was also possibly faced with 

stone. Then another shallower, bank 
and ditch faced west.  

 

There is also a good section in Chapel 
House Wood in Tutshill but it has been 

quite badly eroded by badgers.  

 

One other intriguing observation he made was that the Dyke appears to 
have been built in short lengths in addition to the previously identified 

larger gaps 

We are not meeting at the moment  

 

For  more  information about the group’s  
varied activities contact Liz on 01291 621694,  

Carol on 01291 623736, or e-mail 
info@tidenhamhistory.co.uk.   
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TUTSHILL SCARECROW TRAIL 2021 
 

Disney Films 
 

Dates: 27th March ‘til 17th April  
Theme: Disney Films 

 

Trails cost £3  
Tickets: available from  
Lifestyle Express Shop 

 
Proceeds to Tidenham Parish 

Churches  
with 10% to SARA  

and 10% to Winston's Wish 
 

If folk want to enter you need to contact 
Susan on tutshillscarecrow@yahoo.com 

by 6th March 
 

*Dates are subject to change in response to 
government Covid announcements. 

 

In other words, it may not happen at Easter, 
but in the summer...  

http://yahoo.com/
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Tutshill Church of England Primary School 
A huge well done to all of the children at Tutshill C of E 
Primary School for their hard work over this unusual and 
difficult term. Children, parents and staff have been 

adjusting to the ways of online learning and as always they have shown 
great commitment and dedication. 

 

The school has also been open for Key Worker families and the children 
who have attended have shown great maturity and positivity towards 
the new routines of the school. It was also great to see the children out 
in the snow and making the most of the winter weather we have had 
this new year! 

 

To mark the end of a great term, children and teachers are celebrating 
with a fancy dress party and games via TEAMs meetings online. The 
theme is ‘Express Yourself’ which is inspired by the theme for this year’s 
Children’s Mental Health Awareness Week. Across the school, children 
have been discussing, exploring and recognising the importance of their 
own mental health. They have been expressing themselves through art, 
music and dance. It has been an 
inspiring week for all involved.  Tutshill School – 01291 622593 

Wyedean School  
& Sixth Form College 

 

Wyedean School provides the very 
best in terms of quality provision in 

the area. Our school and sixth form centre are equipped 
for exceptional learning and our teachers are 
enthusiastic, experienced and know how to get the best 
out of our young people. This provision is underpinned 
by a broad and exciting curriculum offer. We offer an 
outstanding record of academic excellence in our 
examination results, together with exceptional guidance 
and well-being support. 

Wyedean School – 01291 636180 
Gwennan Jeremiah 

Principal 
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WHAT’S IN A FOOD PARCEL? 
Our food bank provides three days of nutritionally 
balanced, non-perishable food. 
The Trussell Trust has worked with nutritionists to 
ensure food parcels contains sufficient nutrition for at 

least three days worth of healthy, balanced meals for individuals and 
families. 

A TYPICAL FOOD PARCEL INCLUDES: 

➢ Breakfast cereals 
➢ Soup 
➢ Pasta 
➢ Rice 
➢ Pasta sauce 
➢ Tinned beans 
➢ Tinned meat 
➢ Tinned vegetables 
➢ Tinned fruit 
➢ Tea or coffee 
➢ Sugar 
➢ Biscuits 
➢ Snacks 

DIETARY REQUIREMENTS 

Our food bank can usually adapt your food parcel to meet your dietary 
needs, for example, gluten free, halal or vegetarian. When you arrive at 
the foodbank centre, a volunteer will chat to you about an special 
dietary requirements you may have. 

chepstowfoodbank@gmail.com 

https://www.trusselltrust.org/
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It is a year since The 

Chase met as a WI 

which means  we 

missed our speakers which had 

been arranged by the 

Programme Planning 

Committee. Some members 

have taken part with on line 

speakers arranged by National 

and County Federations. In case 

you don’t know, the WI is a 

three tier organization with the 

tiers running separately  but all 

part of the same organization. 

 

We are hoping that restrictions 

will be lifted soon so that we 

can meet first in a public place 

sitting socially distanced 

outside, as we did last summer.   

 

One of our members, has done 

two beautiful wall Hangings 

while being in Lock down which 

I hope you will enjoy looking at.  

 

For further information please 

phone Poppy  Moss 01291 

628739. 

36 
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ST JOHN’S ON THE HILL 
 

At St John’s we encourage children to think 
deeply, to be utterly kind in every situation and to 
ask inquisitive questions, preparing them to leave 
as confident learners, faithful friends and 
compassionate leaders. 

 

Childhood is more important than ever against today’s backdrop of 
uncertainty; it is not a rehearsal but a precious time of growth where 
every aspect must be nurtured. In the safe environment of outstanding 
pastoral care, mistakes can happen, failures can be embraced and 
worries eased. The results are clear: kind, caring, resilient and respectful 
children who are well-grounded and confident in 
who they are. The indescribable value of simply 
being outdoors must never be underestimated. At 
St John’s we endeavour to give our children the 
time and space to be present in the moment so 
that they can enjoy their childhood to the full. 

With best 
wishes,  St John’s on the Hill School  

01291 622045 

17 

Offa’s Mead Academy  

 

February has had a few special things happening - We 
have had Children's Mental Health Week, 1-7 February 
2021. we are also doing a Reading Challenge, and we 
enjoyed some pancakes in the month! With January 

behind us, we hope you have been working hard at home and at school, 
as well as taking time to play in the snow! Thank you to everyone for 
discovering what’s possible in your online learning, being remarkably 
resilient and for your positive, big hearted attitude!  

 

 Daily 5 Minutes of Mindfulness Children can create their very own 
mindfulness calendar with ideas for 5 minutes of mindfulness with some 
ideas from Mentally Healthy Schools - there are so many useful tips! 
https://www.mentallyhealthyschools.org.uk/resources/childrens-mental
-health-week-2021-primaryassembly-and-guide/  

Offa’s Mead Academy – 01291 622932 
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Tutshill Community 
Pre-School  

are based in The War 
Memorial Hall in Tutshill, 

opposite Toast.  
The Pre-School is a charity 
and works hard to produce 

a safe nurturing and 
stimulating environment 
for children from age 2 
years up till they start 

school in Reception.  The children who attend are very 
happy and settled, and some ask their families if they can 

come at the weekend too! 

 

We start the day outside dressed in our waterproofs 
ready for the fresh air.  Children can choose to go inside 
later to play but the door is always open so that they can 
be outside as much as they want.  Amazing learning takes 
place outside where there are open ended resources to 

build with. There is also water, mud, earth and sometimes 
ice to explore, and the majority of children just love 

being in the fresh air. 

 

We are led by the child to resources they are playing 
with, and we then facilitate their learning from this point. 
Children are more likely to learn if they are engaged in it. 

 

If you are interested in a place for your child at Tutshill 
Community Pre school please contact us on  01291 

629134  or look at our website   tutshillpreschool.org. 
Thank you. 

Melanie Walton   Tutshill Community Pre-School 
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that’s okay! Identify what went 

wrong and approach the following 

month as a fresh start. A budget is 

never set in stone but is meant to 

be a tool that you use regularly and 

review as your circumstances 

change.  

 

Spending a little time regularly 

taking stock of your budget is time 

well spent and will help you move 

ever closer to your long-term goals. 

 

Here are some easy and effective 
ways to cut costs. 

  

Buy in bulk 
Although it may seem more 
expensive at first, it’s better to buy 
cleaning products in bulk rather 
than making smaller purchases 
every month. This should save you 
money in the long run and it’s 
better for the environment too, 
which is more important than ever. 
When you’re in the supermarket, 
remember to compare the ‘price 
per kilogram/100g’ to make sure 
you’re getting the most product for 
your money. 

 

 Make your own spray 

cleaner 
It’s really easy to make your own 
multi-surface cleaner out of things 
you may already have in the 
cupboard at home. Simply mix 

together 60ml of white vinegar, one 
tablespoon of baking powder, one 
litre of hot water and the juice of half 
a lemon. Pour it into an empty spray 
bottle and away you go! 

  

Clear out the clutter 
A study from the Princeton 
Neuroscience Institute found that 
there’s a link between the state of the 
space we live in and how productive 
we are. Our brains instinctively try to 
process everything around us, so the 
more clutter we see, the more our 
minds will be distracted. There are 
lots of local websites and apps for 
selling items you no longer need, so 
you might even make some money. 
You could also try your hand at up-
cycling old clothes or furniture for a 
refresh, which will save you spending 
money on new stuff too. 

  

Spend less when 

redecorating 
If you’ve got the urge to 
redecorate, first try rearranging the 
furniture. This could help to give 
your room a new lease of life for 
free.   

 

Christians Against Poverty (CAP) is a UK 
charity with over 580 services across 
the country delivering debt counselling, 
money management, job clubs, life 
skills groups, and support for people 
breaking life-controlling dependencies.  
Visit capuk.org to find out more. 

http://tutshillpreschool.org/
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Spring Clean 

Your Finances 
 

David Price  
(07539 477286) 

Did you start the year strong, 

setting realistic goals, despite the 

pandemic? Perhaps the long, cold 

winter combined with another 

national lockdown affected you 

mentally, physically or financially. 

Maybe you started the year 

focusing on getting fitter, healthier 

and aiming to watch the pennies, 

but it’s been so hard to stay on 

track in the midst of the storm of 

challenges the world is currently 

facing.  

 

Wherever you’re at, it’s a good 

idea to take time to review your 

finances. Checking in with where 

you’re at financially can help to 

relieve stress and gives you the 

chance to get help sooner, if 

needed, rather than putting it off. 

 

What are you saving for? 

Before you start putting together 

your budget, it’s important to 

consider your main goals for the 

year ahead. This may include 

saving towards a big purchase, or 

for an event like a holiday (when 

we can all start traveling again). 

Then, break down how to achieve 

that goal.  

 

Although you can start saving by 

setting aside a specific amount 

each month, there are other ways 

to save money, such as shopping 

around for better deals on services 

like insurance when it’s up for 

renewal. It could be as simple as 

increasing how much you’re able 

to save by being cannier when 

shopping. Just ask yourself the 

question: what can I reduce, what 

can I cut out and what can I save? 

 

Remember to also check through 

your standing orders and Direct 

Debits and see if there’s anything 

else you can cut out, such as a 

subscription you no longer use. 

 

With your main goal considered, 

you can then plan how to get 

there by creating a budget using 

an online tool such as Money 

Saving Expert’s budget planner. 

 

What’s next? 

To stay on track, it’s important to 

make reviewing your budget a 

part of your regular routine. 

If it goes a bit awry one month, 

 The Link Parish Magazine                                                           Spring 2021 

  

New Baby Support Group 

This is a group suitable for those with new (ish) babies. 

We met once before Christmas in St Luke’s church, at a social distance.  
It was lovely to support the mums and see some of the new arrivals to 
Toddler Families. 

We currently meet via Zoom on a Tuesday morning for a chat and a 
singing. 

New members are always welcome, you don’t have to live locally:   

Please contact Jane at cfmtidenham@btinternet.com or visit https://
www.facebook.com/groups/1130508917404741 

We are looking forward to meeting again in person once the Covid 
restrictions allow and it is sensible to do so. 

Thank you to Non and Sue for volunteering their time to this group.  

 Jane Penny, Children and Families’’ Minister 

19 
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                                     Life Groups 

As well as services there are various opportunities for Christians to meet 
together in small groups to grow in faith & support one another. At the 
moment these are known meetings. All welcome.  

LIFE 

GROUP 

 DAY and 

TIME 

NAME CONTACT 

NO’S 

DETAILS 

OF GROUP 

Meeting for 

Men! 

SUNDAY 

Evening 

7.30pm 

 

James 

Parsons 

 

James 

622163 

  

Men’s Group 

Life Group 

Meeting 

At St Luke’s  

TUES 

Afternoon 

12.45pm  

start at 

1.00pm  

Julia 

Parsons 

and Beryl 

Healey 

01291 

622163 

and 01291 

625551 

Meet for Prayer, 

Bible Study and 

encouragement 

SEDBURY SPACE  WED  

Evening 

7.30-9.00 

pm  

Janice 

Hamilton 

Janice 

01291 

626158 

Sedbury Space 

REFRESHMENT 

ROOM 

WED 

Evening 

7.30pm 

for 

8.00pm 

start 

Fiona  

Gardiner 

Elm House 

Woodcroft 

  

Fiona 

 01291 

624868 

We will aim to go 

deeper with God, 

to support one 

another in prayer 

and in practice and 

to have fun. 

 

WELCOME  

at St Luke’s 

THUR 

1.00-

2.30pm 

Jane Penny  

 

Jane   

07856 

679387 

or Tanya 

01291 

623169 

Exploring faith 

through worship, 

prayer and 

discussion. Spirit-

led, Bible based 

time of fellowship 

20 
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Update from Tom Clammer 

 

Some of you might be aware that since I found 
myself needing to retire from paid ministry in the 

Church of England a couple of years ago I have been 
trying to work out where my vocation might lie 

moving forward.  
For the past couple of years I have been exploring potentially becoming 
a Brother of the Anglican Order of Cistercians. This is a relatively young 

Order, which seeks to recover something of the Cistercian charism 
within the Anglican churches of Great Britain.  

If you want to know more about this community you can Google them 
(https://cistercianorder.com/).  

You will be aware of the ancient presence of the Cistercians within the 
Wye Valley, symbolized in the enduring presence of the ruins of Tintern 

Abbey.  
Fundamentally the life is one of worship, contemplation and 

underpinning of the active church in prayer. In my case the focus of this 
prayer will be on supporting and enabling the life of the parishes. 

There is a commitment to at least five liturgical moments of prayer each 
day, together with study, reading and silence. All of this is lived fully in 

the secular world, and in my case in the context of my vocation to be an 
Anglican priest, and to be married to Emma.  

Having been an enquirer, and then for the last 18 months a postulant, I 
am able to announce that the Chapter of the Order have agreed to 

admit me as a novice on the Feast of St Joseph the Worker, on 19 March 
this year. I will spend several years as a novice, deepening my 

understanding of the Cistercian way, after which I may be invited to 
make the vows of Obedience, Stability and Conversion of Life. You won’t 
see any immediate evidence of this development of my vocation, other 
than the letters OC appearing after my name. In due course you might 
also see that I begin to appear wearing the habit of the Order rather 

than a cassock and collar, as secular clergy do. 
 

If you were able to take a moment on 19 March to pray for me, together 
with my fellow postulant Heller, who is also becoming a novice that day, 

that would be a kindness. 

33 
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I just wondered if we could start a page about tips on how to 
tackle climate change  in our homes and locally?   

I am  trying to change the way I buy some products, reduce 
plastic use and save resources,  

and I am sure other people have too.  
It would be good to share ideas and so as a community help our 

beautiful world reduce the effects of climate change, and so help poor 
communities in the world who suffer from flooding, drought and 

mountains of plastic waste. 
If you have tried something to reduce plastic waste or reduce the effects 
of climate change please let me know and I can put them together in this 

publication.   
I think it is  very important to note that these ' green tips ' may not be 

possible for everyone and that is fine, but there may be one small 
change we can make that will  help. 

Here are 2 basic ideas  to start off but please send in some more to me 
at     melanie.walton@hotmail.co.uk    Thank you !  Melanie Walton 

  
1. To turn lights off if we are not in that room 

 2.To try to reuse plastic bags as many times as it is safe to  

32 
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“Trust in Him at all times,  

O people; 

pour out your hearts 

to Him, 

for God is our refuge.” 
 

Psalm 62: 8 

21 

Surprise donation from our Insurers 

In December we were surprised to receive a totally 
unexpected donation of £130 from our Insurance 
Company, Ecclesiastical Insurance, who insure our 
church buildings.  

 

To celebrate their 130-year anniversary they have set up a Trust130 fund 
to give parishes these grants.  

 

As well as insuring church properties they also offer other insurance 
services such as home and car insurance to individuals and when 
someone takes out or renews a policy with them, the individual is able 
to nominate a church or parish for a grant – and someone, somewhere, 
had nominated us (many thanks if they see this!).  

 

The funds came at an opportune time and went towards the expenses of 
developing the on-line presentation and streaming of services. I was 
interviewed for a podcast about these grants in February. Parishes 
remain eligible for nomination even when they have received a grant – 
so I will watch that space!  

 
Brian Duerden 
Church Warden 

mailto:melanie.walton@hotmail.co.uk
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The Friends of 
Tidenham 
Church  

Friends Update 

 

Sadly the Covid 19 Pandemic has put a temporary halt to fundraising 
and volunteer activities over the past year. The Friends held their AGM 
in Tidenham Church on Thursday 12th March 2020 which for many of 
us was our last activity prior to the first “Lockdown” which came into 
place on Monday 16th March 2020. 

 

Work has continued behind the scenes on the plans for the reordering, 
putting together the details required for the necessary faculty and 
responding to queries raised not only by the DAC, but also such bodies 
as The Victorian Society, The Ancient Monuments Society and Historic 
England. We are very grateful to the Tidenham Historic Society for all 
their assistance in this work. 

 

The last trees have now been planted in the car park and it is planned 
to plant the final hedge above the top fence line in the autumn. It is 
also planned to review the surface of the parking area in the spring 
and work will be done on that once a decision has been made and 
when finances permit. 

 

Should you want any further information about Friends or are 
interested in purchasing either a print of the church or some notelets, 
please contact Sarah-Jane Gilchrist at:  secretary.friends@icloud.com 
or ring 01291 627966. 
 

The Association of Friends of the Church of  
England Church of St Mary and St Peter Tidenham  

 
Registered Charity No. 1159658 
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Fairtrade Fortnight 2021 
What sort of world do we want to live in?  We can 
choose the world we want.  If we want a stable 
world of fairness and sustainability rather than a 
world of poverty, slavery and continued increasing 

climate change, with more flooding, wildfires and hunger we 
need to make wise decisions about what we buy.  In Micah 6 v 8 
we read, “And what does the Lord require of you?  To act justly 
and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God.” 

 

When we buy Fairtrade produce we know that a fair price has 
been paid to the producer that enables them to care for their 
families, and to invest in sustainable farming and in their 
communities.  This means things like reducing pesticide use to 
help wildlife, and more native trees planted to help protect 
against flooding and drought.  Also, clean water for more people, 
medicines for those who are sick, and life protecting hygiene 
measures to prevent further spread of Covid 19.   
 

Buying Fairtrade and local are good ways to act justly.  These 
choices help to shape the world to one we want.  Look for the 

Fairtrade mark on produce; it is a guarantee of a fair price being 
paid to the producer.  Look in Tesco, M&S, the Farm shops at the 

Garden Centre and Hanley Farm, Deacons for some Fairtrade 
flowers and Toytastik for some Fair crafted toys and games.  We 
can all buy something Fairtrade and help to create a fairer and 

safer world.  For more information go to 
 https://www.fairtrade.org.uk/buying-fairtrade/ 

 

Best Regards 

Julia Parsons (01291 622163) 

mailto:secretary.friends@icloud.com
https://www.fairtrade.org.uk/buying-fairtrade/?fbclid=IwAR1FV0ymZS7jBxQqaui1AMpVmRP07nku-Z4xV1fTO3FHWR-J-WJNJYNB_cI
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Highlights from PCC meetings in 

November & December 2020, February 2021 
 

➢ Annual church meeting is planned to be held at 
Tidenham church on Sunday 25th April at 10.30 a.m. 
approx. [subject to Covid] 

 

➢ Approved Scarecrow Trail committee’s proposals for a 
Scarecrow Trail in the Easter holidays [subject to Covid] 

 

➢ Decided, after very careful consideration, not to proceed with 
the restoration of Madocke family tomb at Tidenham 
churchyard, as the £24k cost was deemed too high 

 

➢ Approved in principle the development of giving to the church 
by text 

 

➢ Approved new £1k financial delegated authority to the Finance 
Committee 

 

➢ Noted that most members had undertaken new online 
Safeguarding training 

 

➢ Noted that £50k had been spent by PCC on the fabric of both 
Tidenham and Tutshill churches over the last 6 years 

 

➢ Agreed to spend up to £5k in tidying up Chase churchyard, using 
money from the Burder Trust 

 

➢ Authorized a Conservation Engineer to assess possible repair of 
Tidenham church Tower, as requested by Gloucester DAC 

 

➢ Approved PCC’s 2020 annual donations to charities 
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MUSICAL DIRECTOR: GRAHAM BULL 
CCS is affiliated to  Ty Cerdd & Making Music,  and is a 

Registered Charity (no. 112798) 
www.chepstowchoralsociety.org.uk 

 

CHEPSTOW CHORAL SOCIETY UPDATE, 
February/March 2021 

 
Like every other choral society or singing group, CCS has inevitably been out 
of action singing-wise since mid- March 2020. However, the Society has not 
been inactive during the enforced break!  The CCS Committee determined 
from the beginning to keep in touch with the membership, meeting several 
times via Zoom (connections permitting!) and a variety of ideas and avenues 
have been explored. In the early months these were focussed on hoping that 
singing would resume in September 2020. By midsummer that became a 
forlorn hope –plans to try some outdoor singing bit the dust when restrictions 
once again intervened and, as Christmas loomed, even limited outdoor carol 
singing conforming to regulations  was clearly not going to be possible.   

 

A Zoom “Christmas Party” for the membership was held which featured 
quizzes, social exchanges, and some carol singing, all with attendant members 
enjoying a mince pie and drink of choice!  However, the outstanding  
achievement around the Christmas season was an Advent Carols Calendar 
whereby a carol or piece of Christmas music was sent to every member for 
each of the 25 days to Christmas Day –a fabulous collection of beautiful 
Christmas  selections by our Musical Director, Assistant and the “tech” Team, 
which  delighted all who logged on daily. 

 

We now look ahead into 2021.  Like every other choral group, we are unable 
to say when “ we’ll meet again”.  However, that is not to say that we are not 
looking ahead! We are! The 2021 Christmas Concert date is already booked 
for SUNDAY DECEMBER 12th 2021 at St Mary’s Priory Church, Chepstow  in 
the real hope that we will be back singing in decent time  to prepare a 
wonderful Christmas programme for all. 

 

A priority on resumption will be recruitment. If you enjoy singing, wish to 
keep YOUR local choral society alive to maintain a full choral tradition in 
Chepstow, please contact us through the details below to find out more 

information. Thank You!             Marje Duerden (on behalf of CCS). 

 

For information, log into our website (see above)  
or telephone 01291 623310 (Marje). 
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How one might listen to God through the Bible. 
 
As part of the Lent gatherings on a Wednesday we have used a simple 
but powerful method of prayerfully reading the Bible called ‘Lectio 
Divina.’  The 24/7 prayer team explain Lectio Divina as follows… 

 

Lectio Divina is a simple method of praying and meditating on scripture 
by oneself or in a group. 

 

Lectio Divina is a Latin phrase meaning ‘divine reading’.  This is a form of 
meditation on the word of God that trains us to listen to His whisper 
speaking personally to our hearts, allowing His word to become one with 
us.  Lectio Divina is a reflective and repetitive way to read the Bible, that 
is not so much focused on becoming informed by the text but rather 
being transformed by it.  It does not replace the other types of Bible 
reading - rather Lectio Divina adds depth and value to all other forms of 
Bible reading, facilitating a movement from our hearts to more active 
ways of wrestling with scripture.  Here we are reading purely in the 
devotional sense – reading for relationship with God more than a type of 
mental assent to learn more about God.  We read the passage not so 
much as a student seeking to master the subject but as a child receiving 
a love-letter from a deeply committed and adoring Father. 

 

How to do the Lectio Divina 
If we think of a cow chewing on the cud, we are as close to discovering 
the way of Lectio Divina as we may get: meditating on the scripture, we 
salivate on a divine word or phrase, tasting and savouring, then 
regurgitating and savouring some more, before we swallow the word 
finally into our being, trusting the process of digestion will bring strength 
and nourishment to our bodies.                         (continued) 
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Tidenham Parish Prayer Diary – March 2021 (centre pages) 
  
For each day the Prayer Diary has four items 
A person or people often involved in leadership of the Church 
A Church activity 
A community activity 
Things or attributes we value 
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From the Registers 

 
Funerals & Burials 

 

Joyce BERRY (85) 
Tuesday, 16th February 2021 

Funeral Service and Burial St Michael & All Angels, Tidenham Chase 
 

Eileen Ida BERESFORD (101) 
Thursday, 18th February 2021 

 Committal Service at Forest Crematorium 
 

Audrey Helena VAUGHAN (90) 
Thursday, 18th February 2021 

Graveside Committal, St Michael & All Angels, Tidenham Chase 
 

Dorothy Elaine RICHARDS (79) 
Friday, 19th February 2021 

Committal Service at Langstone Crematorium 
 

Audrey & Jack COOP (86& 88) 
Friday, 26th February 2021 

 Committal Service at Forest Crematorium 
 

Christine Margaret MILES (83) 
Thursday, 4th March 2021 

Funeral Service at St Luke’s Church, Tutshill 
Burial at St Michael & All Angels, Tidenham Chase 

 
Further register  entries will  

appear in the next 2021 edition of the Link 
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From the Registers 

 
Funerals & Burials 

 

Douglas William Anthony WATTS (56) 
Monday, 5th  October 2020 

Committal Service at Forest Crematorium 
 

Janet DORRINGTON (75) 
Friday, 9th October 2020 

Committal Service at Langstone Crematorium 
 

Mabel Cordelia WALKER (96) 
Tuesday, 27th October 2020 

Burial of Ashes at St Michael & All Angels, Tidenham Chase 
 

Phyllis Gwendoline TYRELL (90) 
Tuesday, 24th November 2020 

Burial at St Michael & All Angels, Tidenham Chase 
 

Alan Thomas HUGHES (78) 
Friday, 4th December 2020 

Funeral Service at St Luke’s Church, Tutshill 
Cremation at Forest Crematorium 

 
David Robert BANNISTER (78) 

Monday, 21st  December 2020 
Committal Service at Forest Crematorium 

 
Malcolm Leslie Brian HARDY (83) 

Tuesday, 22nd December 2020 
Committal Service at Forest Crematorium 

 
Brinley George FULLER (74) 
Wednesday, 20th January 2021 

Committal Service at Forest Crematorium 
 

Thelma Linda YARWOOD (87) 
Tuesday, 26th January 2021 

Committal Service at Forest Crematorium 
 

Pamela Ann & Malcolm Leslie Brian HARDY (78 & 83) 
Wednesday, 27th January 2021 

Burial of Ashes at St Michael & All Angels, Tidenham Chase 
 

Margaret Maureen JONES (95) 
Thursday, 11th February 2021 

Committal Service at Langstone Crematorium 
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Here are six simple steps: 
1. Read 
Pick a passage.  To begin with, choose any of the Psalms or a passage 
in one of the Gospels.  After inviting the Holy Spirit to come and guide 
you, read the passage slowly, out loud if you can.  Read it twice with 
one minute of silence in between. 

 

2.Relish 
We could use the word ‘reflect’ here also, but relish describes more 
what we’re aiming for at this stage.  Meditating on the passage you 
have read, savour one word or phrase that you have noticed more 
than others during your reading.  Write this word down and begin 
pondering what God might be saying to you through this.  How is this 
word speaking to your life? 

 

3. Re-read 
Read the passage one more time. 

 

4. Respond 
Speak out in prayer what you sense God is saying to you.  Tell Him how 
you feel encouraged, challenged by what He is saying to you and ask 
that the seed of His word in your heart would develop deep rooted 
truth that would lead to fruitfulness in your life. 

 

5. Rest 
Simply take some time to allow God to wrap you in His love, and let 
the word He has given you rest on you. 

 

6. Resolve 
Finish by articulating one way you might be able to live out the word 
that has penetrated your heart in your daily life. 

The aim of the Prayer Diary is to encourage us to pray for our local 
Church and community. 

 

It is our Prayer Diary, so please let me know of items you would like 
included. If you have a favourite prayer, thought, poem or joke please 

send it to me.  Contributions from a variety of people will add to 
diversity, and therefore it should appeal to more people. 

Any contributions or ideas please to 
coombsmargaret@ymail.com (01291 629098) 
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