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The Parish of Tidenham Contacts 

 
 

St Mary & St Peter 
Tidenham 

Sunday: 9:00am 

St Michael & All Angels 
Tidenham Chase 
Sunday: 6:00pm 

St Luke’s 
Tutshill 

Sunday: 11.00am 

www.tidenhamparishchurch.co.uk 

Vicar Revd David Treharne 01291 760034 

Tidenham Vicarage, Gloucester Road, Tutshill, Chepstow  NP16 7DH 
dtrevd@aol.com 

Associate Priest Revd Brother Tom Clammer OC 01722 504938 

Curate Revd Nicki Bullivant 0722 833 835 

Reader Fiona Gardiner 01291 624868 

 Reader James Parsons 01291 622163 

Children & Families Missioner Emma Durbin 07488 373817 

emmad.cyfm@gmail.com  

Youth Co-ordinator Ethan Richards  

tidenhamyouth@gmail.com  

Church Warden Nicholette Flatman 01291 621202 

Church Warden Brian Duerden 01291 623310 

Deputy Warden Tidenham Cate Phillips 01291 624260 

Deputy Warden Tutshill James Parsons 01291 622163 

PCC Secretary Iain Gardiner 01291 624868 

PCC Treasurer John Dempsey  

tidenhamtreasurer@gmail.com  

Bell Ringers Cate Phillips 01291 624260 

Tidenham Choir Roger Martin 01291 627800 

Parish Safeguarding Officer Marilyn Henderson 01291 620140 

Deputy Safeguarding Officer Marion Evans 01291 622252 

Parish Administrator Clare Presley 07541 582687 

tidenhamadmin@btinternet.com 

Pastoral Visit Co-ordinator Julia Parsons 01291 622163 

Parish Notices Clare Presley  

tidenhamparishnotices@gmail.com 
The Link Editor & 
and Link Distribution 

Tanya White 01291 623169 

tanya.rockymead@gmail.com 

The Link Advertising Roger Martin 01291 627800 
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OTHER USEFUL CONTACTS 

Churches Together   Church Activities   

Foodbank 07507 468396 Life Groups 01291 622163 

CAP (Debt Help 
David Price 
davidprice@capuk.org 

07539 477286 
 

Fairtrade 01291 622163 

Christian Aid 01291 629098   

Care Home Services 01291 629098   

Other Local Churches       

Baptist 07712 899958 Stroat Evangelical 01594 562355 

Methodist 01291 627014 Roman Catholic 01291 622649 

Sedbury Church 01594 529209 The Besom, 
Chepstow 

07563 644860 

Children & Youth       

Pre-School in Sedbury 
PATA@Pengins 

01291 638665 Tutshill Community 
Pre-School 

01291 629134 

Offa’s Mead School 01291 622932 St Briavels School 01594 530428 

Tutshill C of E School 01291 622593 St John’s School 01291 622045 

 Toddler Groups  Wyedean School 01291 625340 

Care Homes       

Castleford House 01291 629929 A&E:  The Grange 01633 623623 

Medical       

Tutshill Surgery 01291 637910 Sedbury Surgery 01291 626041 

Chepstow Hospital 01291 636636 Royal Gwent 
Hospital 

01633 234234 

NHS Direct 0845 4647 NHS Dentist 0845 4647 

Chemist Sedbury 01291 622532 Merrick’s Chemist 01291 622387 

Chepstow Library 01291 635730 Chepstow Leisure 
Centre 

01291 635745 

Forest of Dean Council 01594 810000 Gloucester Council 01452 425000 

Police 
 (non emergency) 

101 Neighbourhood 
Watch 

101 
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ADVERTISING IN THE LINK: Roger Martin  
01291 627800     e-mail rogermartin340@outlook.com 

Professional Assistance Page 

Accountants: Andrea Fry & Co 47 
Architects: Axion 51 
Financial Planning: iam Financial 49 

Funeral Services: Philip Blatchly 48 

Funeral Services: Ian Watts & Son 46 

  

Gardening Services  

Ben Williams Fencing Services 52 

Emma & Graham Williams Gardening Services 48 

Lawn Ladies 44 

Green Grafter: Garden and Tree Services 53 

Senior Services: Pressure Washing plus 50 

  

Home Services  
Carpet Care: Town & Country 52 
Chimney Sweep: ChimKnee Sweeps 51 
Decorating: John Cottrell 52 
Home Help: Tara Price-Williams 51 
Re-Upholstery: Della Rimmer 48 

Skips: Woodstock  47 

  

Food Services  
Butcher: A. & H. Jones 48 

Catering: Abbey Catering, @ Tintern 47 

  

Personal Services  
Childcare: Little Trees Nursery 45 

Foot Health Professional: Ceri Crossland  50 

Foot Care: Hallux 51 

Hairdresser: Candice 50 

Hairdresser: Di the Hair 47 

Car Services  

Dean's Auto Repairs 50 

Motor Services of Chepstow 48 
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  PLEASE NOTE   

Many things are changing at the moment 

 But please send me any copy for future editions of The Link  
to Tanya White at tanya.rockymead@gmail.com  

or posted to: Tanya White, Rockymead, Coleford Road,  

Tutshill, Chepstow, NP16 7BU (01291 623169) 

 Letter from the Editor  
Greetings to everyoneGreetings to everyoneGreetings to everyone  

and welcome to our Autumn Link magazine.  
 

I hope that everyone  is keeping well. 
 

The last Link was our Summer edition and now this 
Autumn edition is both being  published online and 

printed copies will be available for collection from  one of 
our churches: St Mary & St Peter’s Church, St Luke’s Church or St Michael & 
All Angels Church. Please let me know if you would like to be added to my 

new distribution list. Thank you from Tanya! 

 

Inside this time: 
 Vicar David writes about New People and People Returning to Church 

and  our Parish Wellbeing Chaplain (pages 4-7) 

 A Sedbury Space Snippet from Lee Durbin (page 8) 

 More Sedbury Space News (page 9) 

 Ride and Stride News and pictures (page 14-15) 

 Children, Youth and Families Missioner, Emma Durbin (pages 19) 

 The Joy of a Church Wedding in Tidenham Parish (pages 22-23) 

 In the centre you can find the Prayer Diary from Margaret Coombs.  
This is for October, but you can apply the suggested prayers 

though-out the year 
 Highlights from PCC meetings (pages 32) 

 A sad final meeting from Tidenham Wives and Friends (page 37) 
 

See what details and events you can discover and  enjoy our magazine,  

regards from Tanya 

3 

Tanya White 
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From the Vicar 

4 

Vicar David Writes…Vicar David Writes…  
New People and People Returning to ChurchNew People and People Returning to Church  

I went away on holiday at the end of July somewhat 
downcast that the church community had been 
scattered for so long and lamenting what Covid had 
done to our lives.  Whilst Covid has not gone away 
and there is much healing and restoration still 
needed, I'm delighted to write that we have seen 
many people returning to church and community 
over recent weeks.  I’ve been particularly 
encouraged to see new faces.  People we know and 

love have moved on and moved out of the area but new people have 
moved in and are looking for a church and community.  I pray that they 
would know the Tidenham Parish welcome and find a home within in the 
church family here.  We, as God's people, are being reordered again! 

 

There are clearly challenges ahead with life, Covid, community, 
discipleship, our buildings (we need to restore Tidenham), financing 
ministry and sharing the Gospel in our generation, however there are 
real signs of life and hope and I am really excited about our future.  God 
is at work, the Lord Jesus will build his church and the Gospel will 
continue to be good news bringing hope, life and transformation to 
individual lives and communities.  I invite us all afresh to commit 
ourselves to the journey in this place... 'living life together in the flow of 
God's love'... and be a part of, that transformation! 

 

I know there are some people who have drifted away from church over 
the last year and might not feel ready to return just yet.  I am not being 
insincere in saying that I miss you and long for the day when we will be 
able to join together again.  Some of you are going through some really 
tough stuff and will be longing for some good news in your situations.  
You very much remain in my/our hearts and in our prayers. 
 

The Parish Wellbeing ChaplainThe Parish Wellbeing Chaplain  

I'm delighted to inform you that enough money has been raised to be 
able to advertise for a new Wellbeing Chaplain in the Parish of Tidenham 
(initially a one year pilot).  Covid has had a massive impact on life as we 
know it, and most of us are very aware of the wellbeing issues in our 

Vicar  
Revd David Treharne 
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GreenGrafter 

Tree Surgery, Mowing  

& Hedge  

 Cutting Services 

 

Tel: 01291 650628  Mob: 07815 791777 

Email: greengrafter@btinternet.com 

Web: www.greengrafter.org.uk 
 
 
. 

Established 1999, we are a family run business, 

specialising in tree surgery & ground maintenance 
 

Whether it be from felling a small tree to a 

more complex tree surgery,  

such as crown reductions on large trees, to 

dangerous/confined tree removal. 
  

We have the specialist equipment required for 

chipping up trees and mowing small and large 

grassed areas  

from formal lawns to small wild flower meadows. 
 

We can cut any size hedges from small to tall. 
 

 

Please e-mail or give Steve a call  

for any further information. 

 

Experienced, Qualified and Fully Insured 

53 
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Ben Williams 

Fencing Services 
Covering all aspects of 

fencing and repairs 

07927 483085 

Carpets, Upholstery, Oriental Rugs,  
Curtains, Leather, Mattresses etc   

 

Eco-Friendly cleaning 

Rapid drying times 

Free Inspections and Quotations 

Satisfaction Guaranteed 
 

 01291 621333 

We clean 

JOHN COTTRELL 
Qualified Decorator 

For a Quality,  
Reliable, 

Friendly Service 
Reasonable Rates 

                 No V.A.T. 
 

Tel. 07760 364462 
To arrange a quote 

52 

You may be thinking of finding a 
recommended person to do 

some fencing for you. 

 

I contacted Ben Williams, who advertises in our magazine, to 
replace some blown down fence panels and posts. 

 

I found him very prompt, friendly and efficient, 
he removed all the waste wood. 

 

I can thoroughly recommend him. 
Della Rimmer 

Personal Review:Personal Review:  

If you need:- 
patterns; fabric; 
lining; lace; sewing 
cotton; embroidery 
cotton; zips; or 

buttons for making, 
mending or decorating… 
Contact Della Rimmer on 

01291 409721 
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communities.  Hopefully this role and project will play an important part 
in facilitating wholeness in the lives of individuals and our communities.  
 

The deadline for applications for the post was the end of August and we 
interviewed in the middle of September. We are happy to announce that 
Revd Nicki Bullivant has been appointed to this role. A big big thank you 
to all those who are supporting this initiative with prayer and finance. 

 

New Children, Youth and Families Missioner, Emma DurbinNew Children, Youth and Families Missioner, Emma Durbin 

I am also delighted to report that Emma Durbin has started her role as 
the new Children, Youth and Families Missioner in the Parish of 
Tidenham.  Emma has written a little piece for you to read later on this 
magazine so I won’t say too much more here except that Emma comes 
to this role with fantastic skills and experience and a real desire to see 
the love of God make a difference to individual lives and communities. 
 

Emma will be working alongside the new Wellbeing Chaplain (as Emma’s 
work falls within the Wellbeing Project). She will also be working very 
closely with Ethan, our Youth Co-ordinator, our fantastic volunteers in 
the Parish, the staff team, Schools and of course the parents of the 
children and young people.  Please do pray for Emma as she has many 
names and faces to get to know! 

 

New Parish Treasurer, John DempsyNew Parish Treasurer, John Dempsy  

It is a joy to have been able to welcome John Dempsy as our new Parish 
Treasurer.  John began worshipping with us last year and felt called to 
this important role just as Ewen Hamilton was about to finish and move 
to Cheltenham with Janice.  He comes to the role with many skills, great 
enthusiasm, fresh ideas and a willingness to serve.  We pray for him and 
wish him well in this ministry! 

 

Getting InvolvedGetting Involved  

If you would like to be involved in the Wellbeing Project supporting 
Emma and/or the new Wellbeing Chaplain then do let me/us know.  The 
Parish Life Groups are also mostly meeting again and give us the 
opportunity to deepen our relationships with God and each other.  
Please feel free to join in.  There is a new Monday evening group starting 
in October for anyone interested! 

5 
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Goodbyes 

Finally, I have to end with the goodbyes for Revd Janice Hamilton, our 
Pioneer Curate and Ewen Hamilton, her Treasurer husband, and also 
Jane Penny our Children and Families Minister.  Janice & Ewen have 
now moved to West Cheltenham where Janice takes on a Pioneer 
Minister role.  Jane will be working with children and families in the 
Lydney area.  We will miss them tremendously! 

 

We had some lovely endings though.  Covid restrictions had eased for 
us to be able to have two wonderful ‘Bring your Own’ picnic gatherings 
on the school field, one at the end of July for Janice & Ewen and the 
other at the end of August for Jane. 
 

Thanks to the generosity of a lot of people we were able to present 
Janice & Ewen and Jane with a substantial token of our love and 
appreciation for who they are and what they have done in their time 
with us.  We pray God’s blessing on them in their new ventures. 
 

Even though they have departed, the important ministry at Sedbury 
Space continues as does the outdoor Worship Without Walls service at 
St Luke’s on the first Sunday of every month and the new baby and 
parent group at St Luke’s. 
 

May the Lord bless you and keep you and may we live life together in 
the flow of God’s love! 
 

  

One footnote just prior to printing.  One footnote just prior to printing.    

I have just heard that Wives and Friends are to finish after 46 years!  I 
hope that we have a good opportunity to give thanks for the Group 
and remember some of the times people have shared together. 

 

DavidDavidDavid   

Your Priest and Vicar 
Revd David Treharne 

Vicar of Tidenham  

with Beachley and Lancaut 

and Priest in Charge of St Briavels with 

Hewelsfield & Brockweir 

Leo the Great: 

“The effect of our sharing in 

the body and blood of Christ is 

to change us into what we 

receive.” 
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TARA PRICE-WILLIAMS 
HOME HELP SERVICES 

General Cleaning 
Assistance with 
shopping and 

local 
appointments 

References 
available 

Tel: 01291 623981 
Or 0776 204 9438 
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                                                    Dean’s Auto Repairs LtdDean’s Auto Repairs Ltd              
                    

                            We offer quality workmanship and our mechanics  
                              have a wealth of experience and knowledge. 

                                    We service, repair & MOT all makes of cars.       . 
                                   We offer air conditioning service and full diagnostic checks. 

 

Call us on 01291 629302 
 

Unit 14 Bulwark Ind Est Bulwark Road Chepstow NP16 5QZ 
We care about our customers and their cars 

 
 

MOBILE 
HAIRDRESSER 

 
FOR AN APPOINTMENT 

 

PLEASE TELEPHONE 
 

CANDICE 
01291 622331 

Foot Health ProfessionalFoot Health Professional  
Ceri Crossland. Dip MCFHP, MAFHP 

01291 627157  0774 8324416 
ceri.crossland@btinternet.com 

 
 

Routine nail care….Nail trimming & thickness reduction 
Corn & callous removal….Dry, cracked heels       

Fungal nails….Diabetic foot care 

https://foxglove-therapies.co.uk  

Mobile 

Visits 

available 

SENIOR SERVICESSENIOR SERVICES  
Pressure Washing 

Paths, Patios  
Fence Painting/Staining 

Garden Tidying 

 

Contact: RobContact: Rob  

Tel: Tel: 0739 104 6450 
Email: 

sservicesrob@gmail.com 

Reliable, traditional Reliable, traditional   
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“The devil is 

always discovering something 

novel against the 

truth.” 

“The cross of 
Christ is the true 
ground and chief 
cause of Christian 

hope.” 

“No one, however weak, is denied a share in 

the victory of the cross. No one is beyond the 

help of the prayer of Christ.” 

“By Baptism we are made flesh of the Crucified.” 

7 

“Beyond our grasp, He 

chose to come within our 

grasp. Existing before 

time began, He began to 

exist at a moment in 

time.” 

“Christian, remember your dignity, and now 
that you share in God’s own nature, do not 
return by sin to your former base condition. 
Bear in mind who is your head and of whose 
body you are a member. Do not forget that 
you have been rescued from the power of 

darkness and brought into the light of God’s 
kingdom. Through the sacrament of baptism 
you have become a temple of the Holy Spirit. 

Do not drive away so great a guest by evil 
conduct and become again a slave to the 
devil, for your liberty was bought by the 

blood of Christ.” 

“Peace is 

the first thing the angels 

sang. Peace is the mark of 

the children of God. Peace is 

the nurse of love. Peace is 

the mother of unity. Peace 

is the rest of the blessed 

souls. Peace is the 

dwelling place of 

eternity.” 

Leo 1 or Leo the Great was bishop 
of Rome from 29 September 

440AD until his death in 461AD.  
He is one of the most important 

figures in church history, so much so 
that Leo, the Vicar of Tidenham’s dog is 

named after him!  Leo is known as a 
Doctor of the Church (someone who 

made a significant contribution to 
theology or doctrine), and is most 

remembered theologically for issuing 
the Tome of Leo, a document which was 

a major foundation to the debates of 
the significant early church Ecumenical 
Council of Chalcedon in 451AD.  Here 
are some quotes attributed to him… 

Wisdom from the 

Wisdom from the 

past:past:  

Leo the Great 

Leo the Great   

(400(400--461AD)
461AD)  

https://foxglove-therapies.co.uk/
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Congratulations  

to our curate Revd Nicki Bullivant! 

 

Nicki has been appointed as 

Wellbeing Chaplain for the Parish of 

Tidenham 

 

More to follow in the next edition of the Link!!! 

 

God bless, Rev David Treharne 

 

“And we know that in all things 

God works for the good of those who 

love him, who have been called 

according to his purpose.” 
 

Romans 8: 28 

Sedbury Space SnippetSedbury Space Snippet  

  

Hello, I’m Lee and I’m finding my feet as one of the 
Trustees of Sedbury Space. I would like to thank all of 

you who have supported the work.  

 

I thought I would give you a little snippet every now 
and again about what’s going on.  

 

This week I popped into the “Drop in Café” on Tuesday or should I say 
“dropped” in. A nice cup of tea, a jam tart and some nice conversation. I 

brought my Mum along and she’s going to be a volunteer. 

 

Everyone was glad to be back, meeting in person and it had a lovely 
welcoming buzz. The café’s been up and running for a few weeks now 

and is very well attended.  
Please remember this important fellowship space in your prayers. 
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MOTOR SERVICES 
of CHEPSTOW 

Fiat Dealer 
Servicing 

New and Used Car Sales 

Tel: (01291) 623304 

(formerly Tutshill Service Station) 

    FUNERAL SERVICE    
 

PHILIP BLATCHLY 
& Son Ltd 
 MBIE   MNAFD   MBIFD   Dip FD 

Highcroft House, Woolaston                       Dean (01594) 529345 
5, Station Road, Chepstow                       Chepstow (01291) 624939 
London House, 14, Chepstow Road, Caldicot  Caldicot (01291) 430468 
Regents Court, 3, Regent Street, Lydney         Dean (01594) 842877 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS & MONUMENTAL MASONS 
 

 24hr Personal Service   Private Chapels of Rest  Monumental Showrooms 
 Pre-paid Funeral Plans 

 

Emma & Graham Williams 
Gardening Services 

 

For a local professional 
service covering all aspects 

of gardening 

 

Tree work undertaken 
NPTC qualified 

 

Tel:  
01291 623981 

Mobile:  
077620 49438 

A. & H. JONES 
 

Butcher & Delicatessen 
(all our meats and poultry are  

locally produced)  
Homemade Pies & Sausages 

Home Cured Bacon  
Homemade Faggots 

Steak, Guinness & Mushroom Pies 
Fresh Fish 

 
 

Telephone (01291) 622063 
Coleford Road,  

Tutshill, Chepstow 
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NEWS FROM SEDBURY SPACE 

It’s really wonderful to be able to report that Sedbury Space has been 
able to restart our Memory Café.    We have had two well attended 
sessions so far since returning to the newly re-opened Village Hall in 
Sedbury.   

 

A quiz is always popular and during our most recent session we had a 
quiz on the Mr Men books, a firm children’s favourite.  We all then 
enjoyed using pressed flowers to make our own bookmark to take 
home.   

  

Sessions run from 2-3.30 on the first Wednesday of each month and we 
have a fun schedule planned for the months ahead.   Please contact 
Susan the Manager on 07522 178639 for further details.  

 

As more of our activities are restarting we are looking to recruit new 
volunteers or indeed welcome back those who have previously 
volunteered.    So please do get in touch, we would love to hear from 
you 

Contact Susan the manager on 07522 178639 for further details.  

managersedburyspace@gmail.com 

. 

11, King Alfred’s Road,  
Sedbury  

NP16 7AG,                                                          
e-mail: in-

fo@sedburyspace.org.uk 

9 

mailto:managersedburyspace@gmail.com
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                Bullet Point News 

. 
    Are You New to the Parish? ... 
A warm welcome to you if you have moved to the Parish 
during these strange times.  If you would like to find out 

more about what’s goes on we’d be delighted to welcome you and talk 
about how you might be involved or how we as a church family can 
support you.   Please feel free to make contact with any of the relevant 
individuals on the website or church notice boards.  

    Churchyards: 
A reminder to all those who tend and care for churchyard plots. 
Our churchyards are very special spaces for remembering loved ones who 
have died.  Therefore out of respect for all mourners please remember that 
grave-areas should conform to the churchyard regulations.  This allows for 
peaceful use and trouble-free maintenance throughout the churchyard.  The 
Parochial Church Council kindly asks that no extraneous additions (stones, 
plastic flowers, ornaments and statuary, plants, trees, vases, kerb-edging, 
etc.) are placed in or around graves. The planting of trees is a particular issue 
which may cause damage to other graves and prevent a grave space being 

reopened in the future. Thank you. 

 Thinking about Baptism/Christening or a Wedding in church? 
Many congratulations if you’re at this stage of life!   
As things stand Weddings and Baptisms/Christenings are 
able to take place.  Please do get in touch with Vicar 
David or one of the team if you are interested.   
For weddings visit  
https://www.yourchurchwedding.org/  
For baptisms/christenings visit  
https://churchofenglandchristenings.org/  

 Illness 
We would like to remind parishioners (church and non-church folks) that they 
should not hesitate to contact us in the event of illness and hospitalisation.  If 
nothing else vital prayers can be offered for those in need. 

  Is God calling you? 
All of us reflect on the purpose of our lives at some point.  Part of this 
reflection can lead us to having a sense of being called to do something 
particular in or with our lives.  May the Holy Spirit lead you to respond to 
what the Lord may require of you?  Please do not hesitate to speak with 

 The Link Parish Magazine                                                           Autumn 2021 
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CHARTERED CERTIFIED ACCOUNTANTS 
 

We offer a professional, reliable and friendly service covering: 
 

 Accountancy   Personal & business tax 
 Business planning  Business start-ups 
 Book-keeping and VAT 
 

If you are interested our contact details are: 
Telephone:        01291 630443 
E-mail:               andrea@andreafry.co.uk 
Web:                  http://www.andreafry.co.uk 

 

Di the Hair 
Mobile 

Hairdressing 

Call Dianne Willetts 
for cuts and colours in 
your own home 
0754 107 4963 

https://www.yourchurchwedding.org/
https://churchofenglandchristenings.org/
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someone at church about this.  It is quite normal and 
remember, God can use any of us he chooses! 

 Financial Support for the Parish 
If you would like to make a gift to the Church and 

also consider ongoing regular financial giving into 2021.  
Bank details are Tidenham Parochial Church,  
Sort Code 30-91-89 & Account number 00304754.  
Standing order and Gift Aid forms are available to download 
from the website. PCC wishes to thank all who have continued 
to give generously.  

 Legacy 
We were humbled and most grateful to have received legacy donations in the 
past. Perhaps we could all think about leaving a financial gift when we die 
which can help towards the costs of mission and ministry for the future, 
particularly at this challenging time.   

 Want to be confirmed? 
Sadly the September 2020 confirmation service in the Parish was unable 
to happen this. However, we are looking at being able to confirm people 
again in 2021.  If you would like to be confirmed 
then please contact Vicar David as soon as possible.  
DTRevd@aol.com  If you don’t know what 
confirmation is then you are not alone.  Briefly and 
simply it is when someone owns and takes on for 
themselves (confirms) the baptismal promises that 
were made for them when they were too young to 
make them for themselves.   

  Parish Contact Website Address   
Parish Website: This has information, documents and links to other sites. 
https://www.tidenhamparishchurch.co.uk  
Parish Facebook Page: for communicating news & info to the wider community. 
Please ‘follow’ or ‘like’. 
https://facebook.com/tidenhamparishchurch 
Parish Facebook Group: all welcome to join this private group and post 
comments. 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/114300818701466/ 
 YouTube channel: ‘Tidenham Parish Online Church’ with videos to assist your 
devotions.   https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCkRjOlvDBT9M9usfhp2722w 
St Briavels & Hewelsfield website:   www.stbandhchurches.org.uk 
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mailto:DTRevd@aol.com
https://tidenhamparishchurch.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e390f7a68ee63ab83971cf66c&id=efb43ee92a&e=44585cb979
https://tidenhamparishchurch.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e390f7a68ee63ab83971cf66c&id=2415b48df7&e=44585cb979
https://tidenhamparishchurch.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e390f7a68ee63ab83971cf66c&id=ccf61b50ac&e=44585cb979
https://tidenhamparishchurch.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e390f7a68ee63ab83971cf66c&id=de981d2dbe&e=44585cb979
http://www.stbandhchurches.org.uk
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Tanya’s Link Tanya’s Link   

Prize ChallengePrize Challenge  

Welcome Welcome   

to everyone to this to everyone to this   

Wordsearch puzzle.Wordsearch puzzle. 
This Wordsearch time we are 

joining a TEA PARTY … 
 

There are 36 words to locate. See what you can find. 
Once you have completed this, gather the remaining letters in order to spell 

out the answer to the puzzle. 
Please send this to me: Tanya White, at Rockymead, Coleford Road, Tutshill, 

NP16 7BU (e-mail: ‘tanya.rockymead@gmail.com) to be in with a chance 
winning the prize! 

ASSAM FORK SANDWICH 

BISCUIT GATEAU SAUCER 

BOIL JAM SCONE 

BREW JUG SERVIETTE 

BUTTER KETTLE SHORTBREAD 

CAFÉ LEMON SIP 

CAKE MACAROON SPOONS 

CREAM MILK STRAINER 

CUTLERY MUFFIN SUGAR 

DARJEELING PASTRY TABLE CLOTH 

EARL GREY PLATE TEAPOT 

FLAN PRESERVE WATER 
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We are a local company that We are a local company that   

have a passionhave a passion  

for great looking lawns. for great looking lawns.   

We offer a friendly,We offer a friendly,  

reliable and professional service reliable and professional service 

providing grass cutting, providing grass cutting,   

edging and leaf clearing.edging and leaf clearing.  

  

For a quote, please call us, we will For a quote, please call us, we will 

be happy to discuss your be happy to discuss your 

requirements.requirements.  

Prices to suit all budgets.Prices to suit all budgets.  

www.thelawnladies.co.uk 
Email: 

thelawnladies@hotmail.com 
Mob: 07871 934 376 

Tel: 01291 650881 

Cartoon from Dom White 
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D W P I S Y R E L T U C S R 

T A B L E C L O T H M A B A 

E T R S N O O P S A U F O G 

K E E J T S N N S C E E I U 

L R W S E N E S E G V L L S 

E P O I A E A R L G R E Y H 

M G A F P N L L V S E G H O 

O M A S O O D I F I S U B R 

N C A T T O R W N R E J E T 

I A E E  E R A E I G R T L B 

F K K F R A Y A T C P J T R 

F E B I S C U I T T H A T E 

U R E N I A R T S S U M E A 

M T K L I M P L A T E B K D 

> Autumn thoughts may include things to enjoy together at a  
TEA PARTY: once the TABLE CLOTH is laid we can prepare 
ourselves to enjoy  a SANDWICH, some FLAN and perhaps a 
PASTRY on our PLATE... 
> We may SIP some DARJEELING, ASSAM or EARL GREY tea, with 
MILK or LEMON 
> Following this I am sure that we may be offered a SCONE with 
JAM and CREAM or piece of CAKE… what will it be for tea? 
 

In the Summer Link magazine, once all words 
were discovered, the letters remaining gave the 

answer: “FAMILY PICNIC”. The winner was Kathy 
Clarke of Tutshill. Well done!  
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RIDE AND STRIDE 2021RIDE AND STRIDE 2021  

Yesterday, 11th September, the first two events took place. Oliver and 
Jim  cycled 35 miles calling in 3 churches which were open to visitors. 
Well done both of you and I am so pleased the sun shone on you. 

The 6 mile walk attracted 10 souls. The views were magnificent, it didn’t 
rain and the cows kept away from the path. On finishing we were 
greeted by cups of tea and cakes – lovely. Thank you! We were joined by 
3 visitors to help us eat the cake. 

There are 2 more walks pending so I hope they also have an enjoyable 
and profitable day. 

I want to say a huge thank you to those who have organised or taken 
part in walks, cycle rides, wheelchair event, opened churches, served 
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Events and trainingEvents and training 

Have your say: Have your say: Visit Facebook 

f/Diocese.of.Gloucester, email 
Katherine at 

kclamp@glosdioc.org.uk, follow 
us on Twitter @glosdioc, view videos on YouTube Diocese of 

Gloucester or visit our website Gloucester.anglican.org 

Mud, Mess and Mystery Mud, Mess and Mystery ––  

Skills WorkshopSkills Workshop  

2 October, 10am to 4pm 
Join Gill Traverse, an 

environmental educator, 
experienced Forest School 

practitioner and outdoor worship 
leader. Discover your ‘spiritual 

wild’ alongside practical planning 
and safely conducting outdoor 
worship – including how to use 

fire safely. 
gloucester.anglican.org/event/

mud-mess-mystery-skills-
workshop 

Carbon Net Zero:Carbon Net Zero:  

  Housekeeping and Quick Housekeeping and Quick 

WinsWins  

 Q+A with Matt Fulford 
18 October, 12 pm to 1 pm 

The webinar explores easy and 
cost-effective ways for your 
church to reduce its carbon 

footprint. This one-hour Q+A 
invites participants to watch the 

recording of this webinar 
on YouTube in advance of 

attending, and is an opportunity 
to follow up in conversation with 

Matt. gloucester.anglican.org/
event/housekeeping-quick-wins-

oct21 
What is Youth Ministry?What is Youth Ministry?  

21 October, 7pm to 9pm 

An introduction to youth 
ministry in the 2020s for those 

just starting out or feeling 
called as a church to reach out 

to young people (11-18). 

Together we’ll explore what 
makes young people unique, 

and how ministry that bridges 
the gap between Sunday 

School and “adult” church is 
more than eating crisps and playing 

games. gloucester.anglican.org/
event/what-is-youth-ministry 

Tewkesbury Festival of Lights Tewkesbury Festival of Lights   

2 to 5 November, 6pm to 10pm 
An immersive walking journey featuring 

a spectacular sound and light show at 

Tewkesbury Abbey, produced by 

Luxmaralis. Tickets can be booked for 

20-minute segments from 

www.tewkesburyfestivaloflights.co.uk 
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The Messenger, produced monthly by 
 the diocesan communications office, 

to see the whole bulletin 
www.gloucester.anglican.org  

Prisons Week 10 to 16 October 

What does the Church do to help prisoners and those released 

from prison? 

Prisons Week is when Christians join in prayer for all prisons and 

prisoners. As Anglican Bishop for HM Prisons in England and Wales and 

a member of the All-Parliamentary Group on Women in the Penal 

System, Bishop Rachel supports chaplains in prisons, as well as 

developing relationships and being involved with people and issues 

across the breadth of the Criminal Justice System.  

 

She heads up a Prison Team including Bishop Libby Lane (Derby), who 

supports work with young offenders, and Bishop Michael Ipgrave 

(Lichfield) who supports men in prison. They also work closely with 

Helen Dearnley, HMPPS Anglican Chaplaincy Advisor. 

 

Bishop Rachel is a Patron of both the Prison Fellowship, and The 

Welcome Directory and the President of the Nelson Trust and an 

Ambassador for the Christian charity Restored. Bishop Rachel heads up 

a campaign called Fighting for Women’s Justice and believes the 

women’s justice system needs to change. It costs approximately £47k 

per year to keep a woman in prison, but Women’s Centres can provide 

a holistic trauma-informed approach of rehabilitation for about 4k a 

year, with much research showing this is the most effective way to 

stop reoffending. On release from prison, many women find it difficult 

to secure suitable accommodation for themselves with their children 

and so the whole family suffers. 

 

Bishop Rachel uses her voice in the House of Lords to speak out for the 

transfer of more funds to holistic rehabilitation schemes like Women’s 

Centres, rather than keeping women in prison. 
42 
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refreshments, donated cakes etc.  

Most of all thank you to everyone who, once again, sponsored the 
participants so generously. All money donated will be shared 50/50 
between our churches and the Gloucestershire Historic Churches Trust 
which gives grants to local churches in 
need.  

I don’t at present how much will be 
raised, but with the financial difficulties 
experienced over the past 18 months 
or so, every penny is much 
appreciated. I will publish to result as 
soon as I can. 

Finally, I am aware that I am becoming 
a bit more decrepit by the year and it 
would be lovely if someone else would 
like to replace me as Local Organiser. 
The event deserves to be led by 
someone with fresh ideas and plenty of 
energy. Please talk to me about it. 

Thank you and God bless. 

http://www.gloucester.anglican.org
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Wyedean School  
& Sixth Form College 

 

We are pleased to announce that we 
have recently appointed an 

intervention tutor to work specifically with our GCSE students in years 
10 and 11 whose learning may have been impacted by the pandemic. 
To be able to offer 1:1 and small groups support with be a huge 
advantage as we prepare for next year’s exams. This support will run 
alongside our usual program of interventions. As yet, we do not know 
what these qualifications will look like, but we do know that we will be 
able to provide the very best for our Wedeaners. 

Tree planting! 
Over 400 autumn fruit trees were provided by 
the Woodland Trust and planted by our students 
along the new boundary running alongside  the 
cycleway.   
Rowan, hawthorn, blackthorn,  hazel and crab 
apple were among the species planted. Well 
done to the Year 7 students and Year 9 Duke of 
Edinburgh volunteers who also gave up their 
time. 

Wyedean School – 01291 636180 

Offa’s Mead Academy created  
Umbrella Avenue in Chepstow 
17 July 2021 

Offa’s Mead Academy  
01291 622932 
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Christian Newsline 

Our Faith in Today's World  
 

 Several injured as Muslims open fire on Christians in Lahore, 
Pakistan: Several Christians were injured in a shooting incident on 6 
September in the Shera Kot district of Lahore, Pakistan, 
a Barnabas Fund contact reports. 

 Extremists disrupt prayer meeting in Karnataka, India: A group 
of radical Hindutva nationalists disrupted a prayer meeting at a 
church in the town of Karkala, Udupi district, Karnataka, on 10 
September, alleging that the pastor was conducting unlawful 
conversions. 

 Staff and students arrested at Maizi Christian Music High 
School, China: Police in Harbin, Heilongjiang Province, China raided 
a Christian music school on 4 September, arresting all staff members 
and students present. 

 Urge the UK government to rescue Afghan Christians: On 7 
September the Taliban announced a new government for 
Afghanistan, reiterating their intention to rule according to sharia 
(Islamic law). As converts from Islam, Christians who remain in 
Afghanistan are at risk of being executed for apostasy.   
Barnabas Fund has helped hundreds of Afghan Christians to flee the 
immediate danger – but now they need somewhere to settle and 
rebuild their lives. 

 
This Christian family got out of 

Afghanistan overland in 
August. Barnabas Fund is helping to 

support them. Persecuted Christians such 
as these now need a safe place to rebuild 

their shattered lives 

41 
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News from Heather JohnstoneNews from Heather Johnstone  

Church Mission Society Church Mission Society   

 

Dear friends, 
It is so easy to become bogged down with your 
own personal situation – finances, permits, 
challenges and tragedies of COVID-19, 
the tedium of the day-to-day – and sometimes 
it’s hard to stay positive. 

I am, however, always encouraged by stories from our own Rehema 
Project. For example, Cesilia Joseph, my friend and colleague, an 
artisan at Rehema, recently asked for a loan against her small 
pension to help her repair her house which had been severely 
damaged by the recent rains and storms. The rains were particularly 
severe and mud houses do not withstand the elements like a bricks and 
mortar building. It got me thinking that I have known Cesi for 
nine years, and in that time, she has rebuilt her mud house at least 
three times due to the adverse weather conditions. Because she 
is always spending her small income on makeshift repairs, she will 
never be able to afford to build a proper brick home. With that in 
mind, I recently ran a fundraiser to enable her to build a house that 
will protect her and her family from the elements and stop that cycle 
of exhausting her small financial resources on regularly patching her 
mud house together.  

 

Our wonderful supporters dug deep, and we 
met our target, in fact, praise the Lord, we exceeded our target. The 
house we are building does not have a toilet, like most houses in the 
village of Nyambeshi. However, if we have enough money left over, 
we will also be able to build an outhouse for 
Cesi, which will be 
a bonus. 

 

We told Cesi that through the generosity of 
supporters in the UK she is going to get a house 
built for her. She was so excited and incredulous. 
I bet there was a lot of singing and dancing in her 
household that night! Construction starts at 
the beginning of September. 

 Cesi and her daughters 40 
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Tutshill Church of England Primary School 
 ‘Our Vision’ 

Love One Another, Know Ourselves, Believe and Grow 
From this vision stem seven core Christian values, which we 

intend to embed in the life of our school. 
Love One Another This encapsulates our ethos as a Christian school, 

where we all care for each other as a school community. The Christian 
Values of Forgiveness and Compassion reflect this part of our vision in a 

way that all stakeholders can relate to. 
Know Ourselves This part of our vision works on two important 
levels. In terms of knowing oneself, we aim that children become 

independent learners, setting goals and targets to improve their own 
knowledge and/or social skills. It is also essential for the school 

community to understand their own spiritual beliefs and respect the 
beliefs and feelings of others. The Christian Values 

of Respect and Responsibility underpin this. 
Believe and Grow The final aspect to our vision deals with the 

importance of the aspirations and self-esteem of our school community. 
We want our children to aim high and believe in their own ability. As 

teachers and stakeholders we endeavour to better our practice and give 
the children the best possible opportunities. 

Therefore, Creativity, Perseverance and Courage are the core Christian 
Values that we believe best represent ‘Believe and Grow’. 

  
Tutshill School – 01291 622593 
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Thought from Nick Thrower: What we model 
at home is so important to our children. They 
will learn from what we do. It is a challenge but 
I wonder when the last time was that your 
children saw you reading a fiction book? So I 
hope that you will take up 

the challenge like me, find a good book and rather 
than watch that next Netflix series, you might read 
a few pages. The evidence is quite clear – reading 
is good for our children and actually enhances 

their life 
chances. Let’s Dean Close St John’s School  

01291 622045 
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Tutshill Community 
Pre-School  

It’s been an exciting return to the 
new term for the children and 

staff of Tutshill Community Pre-
school!  

During the summer holidays, the 
outdoor area was developed by 

Blackmane Developments and now 
boasts new steps, staggered platforms and luscious green grass 

for the children to play on. It has been a wonderful 
transformation that the children and staff are delighted with 

the results and the area is already being used to its full 
potential for running, rolling, jumping, sliding and all manner of 

adventures. 

This would not have been possible without the amazing support 
of the local community, who helped to raise funds. In 

particular, the hugely successful village fete which raised 
approximately £1700. 

The staff, committee and parents would like to thank the 
following benefactors for their support: 

> Barratt Homes 
> Tesco Bags for Help 

> Ecclesiastical Giving – movement for good award 
> Members of the public and friends who donated through the  

   Just Giving page 
> Also private donors. 

Our beautiful garden is an asset to our setting and will continue 
to be so for many years to come. 

Thank you again to everyone involved in support our pre-school. 

Debra Hockin, Pre-School Manager 
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SEPTEMBER 2021 -APRIL 2022 PROGRAMME 
Welcome back! Meetings are subject to Government Covid regulations 

and guidance plus those of Sedbury Village Hall so please note:  

 

Bring your own mug/cup for refreshments which will be provided and use 

the hand sanitiser on arrival.  Masks are optional but advised for indoor 

locations. Arrive in  the car park after 7.20 to avoid congestion in the car 

park and allow time to prepare the room after the previous user group. 

Thankyou.     

 

   A welcome back review of developments, projects and  

        research since we last met followed by “Photographic  

      memories of the Wye Valley Railway”:  a selection of  

  the photographs taken by the late Geoff Mead.   

 

 “The Newport Naval Mutiny” by Pete Strong 

 

 “The Glosters at Waterloo” by Andy Meller 

 

    Christmas gathering to be arranged 

 

   “Recent archaeological and LIDAR discoveries in the 

local area” by John Hoyle 

 

To be arranged 

 

“Brockweir’s Ships” by John Norman 

 

 “Chepstow in World War 2” by Naylor Firth 

Meetings are held on the last Tuesday of the month at 
7.30pm in Sedbury Village Hall  

on King Alfred’s Road, Sedbury, NP16 7AQ. 
Visitors are always welcome. Charge £2 (cash only please). 

 For  more  information about the group’s  
varied activities contact Liz on 01291 621694,  

Carol on 01291 623736, or e-mail 
info@tidenhamhistory.co.uk.   

28th September 

22nd February 

29th March 

26th October 

25th January 2022 

December 

30th November 

26th April 



 The Link Parish Magazine                                                  Autumn 2021 

  

CHASE  
GARDENING  

CLUB 
 

  

Summer is 
drawing to a close 

but we have managed to hold two 
informal open air meetings 
courtesy of Mike & Juliet Peet in 
their lovely garden overlooking 
the Severn.  We were blessed with fabulous weather on both occasions 
and members were visibly relaxed and happy to meet again and to talk 
and catch up with each other’s news.  They may even have discussed 
gardening and the somewhat challenging season for growers?  The raffle 
proceeds, money from plant sales and other donations resulting from 
these meetings enabled the Club to make a substantial donation of £487 
to Great Oaks Hospice.  We are very grateful to Juliet & Mike for their 
hospitality and generosity in hosting these garden parties. 
 

We are hoping to try our first meeting back at Chase School in 
October.  A preference for afternoon rather than evening meetings has 
been shown by the majority of members so the meeting on Friday 15th 
October will start at 2pm.  The speaker is Adam Alexander, a local 
horticulturalist and supporter of Garden Organic, and his talk is entitled 
“Gardening Above The Estuary”.  All are welcome. 
 

The meeting on Friday 19th November is a break from tradition and will 
be held in the Drill Hall in Chepstow.  The speaker is Nick Bailey, one of 
the presenters on Gardeners World, and his talk is on “365 Days Of 
Colour In Your Garden”.  This talk has been postponed twice due to the 
covid plague so we are hoping third time lucky!  Currently the Drill Hall is 
only allowed to seat 60 – members will be given first option but tickets 
for non-members may be available at £5 each.  There will be limited 
refreshments on this occasion – just tea & biscuits. 
 

For further information, please contact Bob Elliott on 01291 625659 or 
Bill Kerr on 01291 621100. 

38 
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Children, Youth and Families’ Children, Youth and Families’ 

MissionerMissioner  

Hi, my name is Emma Durbin and I have just 
been employed as a ‘Children, Youth and 
Families Missioner’ by the Churches in the 
Parish of Tidenham. 

 

So, ‘What does that mean?’ I hear you say and ‘Are you going to 
be out in the streets or schools trying to convert everyone?’ (it 
was called ‘Bible Bashing’ in my day). Well, ‘No!’ is the answer, but 
I do believe in a Supernatural, Living God who is so full of Love and 
Longing for us all. 

 

That is why I have come out of Education after 18 years and 
applied for this role. I am not perfect, often my mouth engages 
before my brain (sometimes my brain doesn’t engage at all), my 
family and friends will be able to vouch for my inadequacies. 
However, the God that I have faith in doesn’t need me to be 
perfect, just willing to tell and show His love. 

 

So maybe my role will be like offering food? I’m not going to force 
anyone to pick it up and taste it and I’m definitely not going to 
shove it down anyone’s throat but If I can encourage or show 
anyone how to try it, I will. This may be through running Parents 
and Baby groups (with an amazing team of volunteers) in Tutshill 
and Sedbury, running through a muddy field shooting young 
people with lasers or taking School assemblies and talking in 
Church…. Oh, and don’t forget that ‘Splash’ (kids church) is 
opening up again and there is a Youth Group. 

 

So, if you see me around (and some of you will know me), don’t 
worry, I am not going to ‘Bash’ you but if you have any queries 
about Faith or Volunteering or What’s on OR would just like to ask 
for some Confidential prayer, please do stop and have a chat OR 
contact me on: emmad.cyfm@gmail.com or 07488 373817 
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The Friends of 
Tidenham 
Church  

 

 
A long time has passed since we arranged the last Christmas Tree 

Festival BUT let’s be positive and start thinking about this Christmas. 
The chosen theme for the trees is ‘Games’  

e.g. Chess, Ludo, Monopoly etc  

 

Once you have chosen which game your tree will reflect, please let us 
know so you aren’t disappointed. 

 

The theme for the decorating of Tidenham Church is Angels.  
These angels can be any medium you like as long as they are mainly 

white with white, silver or gold glitter and the size is entirely up to you. 
There are lots of great ideas on the internet!  

 

The very good news is that Go2 Theatre will be performing Christmas 
Crackers 4 on Friday 17th and Saturday 18th December 2021.  

 

This is really something to look forward to after the dark days. 

 

We are planning on the Christmas trees being brought 
to the church on Thursday 16th December and possible 

viewing days  
will be 20th, 21st, 22nd, 23rd, 29th and 30th December. 

 

Of course, this may all change depending on the course 
of Covid 19 and restrictions in place at the time, 

however, fingers crossed we will be able to have some sort of 
Christmas festivities this year. 

 

Thank you for your continued support. 
 Best wishes, Anne and Linda Anne and Linda  

 

The Association of Friends of the Church of  
England Church of St Mary and St Peter Tidenham  

 

Registered Charity No. 1159658 
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The word “graphite” stems from 
“graphein”, meaning “to write/

draw” in ancient Greek  
Diamonds and the graphite in

 

pencils are both made from the 

same materia
l—pure carbon, 

just formed by 

differe
nt tem

peratures 

An HB pencil will write around 50,000 words.  

Fact  
Gatherings... 

Tidenham Wives and Friends 1975Tidenham Wives and Friends 1975--20212021  
 

Sadly 1st September 2021 was the final meeting and AGM for the 
Wives.   Chairman Pauline (Civil) was retiring and Secretary Poppy (Moss) 
was giving up the position.   As no one had stepped forward to take over 
these positions the Agenda was closed to enable everyone present to 
discuss a way forward bearing in mind the details outlined in the 
Financial Report and the problems identified at the Extra Ordinary 
Meeting 28th July 2021.  

 

With a possible membership of 11 it was obvious Wives would need to 
increase membership to enable Subscriptions to increase - to enable 
Speakers/Events to be booked to make a full and varied programme - to 
attract new members!    
A real Merry go Round. 
 

After much discussion it was agreed on a vote that Tidenham Wives and 
Friends would cease as of 1st September 2021.   It was agreed the 
Balance in the Bank would be shared between the Church, Guide Dogs 
for the Blind and the Cobalt Unit, Cheltenham. 

 

Surprisingly, the evening ended on a high note - we had our tea and 
cakes and raffle as usual, much talk and chatter AND a proposal from 
three Wives to have tea and cake at their homes just to keep in touch.   I 
am hopeful that we will continue to give support and friendship to each 
other during the weeks and months ahead.    

 

Pauline Civil  (01291 624479) 
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Chase WIChase WIChase WI 
  

 

The Chase will be holding its first 
proper meeting on Monday, 13th 

September at its usual meeting place since 
March 2019 — Chase School,  Rosemary Lane.   

 

We are all looking forward to getting back to seeing each other 
again and hoping to welcome some new members.  

 

We have had some get togethers from a distance during lock down 
and have now started WI activities, such as walking. From our meeting 
in October we will be starting our usual programme of interesting talks 

on a variety of subjects.   
 

The members voted for a change of meeting time and the meeting will 
now be held at 2.30 pm at Chase School  

on the second Monday of the month.  
 

We would love to see you, for further information please contact 
Poppy Moss on 01291 628739 
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This little humorous story makes a good sermon!This little humorous story makes a good sermon!  
  

A police officer pulled a driver aside and asked for his license 
and registration. “What’s wrong, officer,” the driver asked. “I 

didn’t go through any red lights, and I certainly wasn’t speeding.” 

 

“No, you weren’t,” said the officer, “but I saw you waving your fist as 
you swerved around the lady driving in the left lane, and I further 

observed your flushed and angry face as you shouted at the driver of 
the Hummer who cut you off, and how you pounded your steering 

wheel when the traffic came to a stop near the bridge.” 

 

“Is that a crime, officer?” 

 

“No, but when I saw the ‘Jesus loves you and so do I’ bumper sticker 
on the car, I figured this car had to be stolen.” 
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MUSICAL DIRECTOR: GRAHAM BULL 
CCS is affiliated to  Ty Cerdd & Making Music,  and is a 

Registered Charity (no. 112798) 
www.chepstowchoralsociety.org.uk 

 

CHEPSTOW CHORAL SOCIETY 2021 –
MOVING FORWARD 

 

Like every other choral society or singing group, CCS has inevitably 
been out of action singing-wise since mid-March 2020.  

 

For ALL choral groups and active music makers, the last 18 months 
have presented major challenges and this is particularly the case for 
“small-town” groups.  Committees have not been idle – far from it! – 
much has been attempted - for obvious reasons choral singing has not 
been a priority for many, but we are now in a position to at least start 
to look ahead. 

 

Chepstow Choral Society’s last Concert was for Christmas 2019. We 
now very much hope that, with a serious re-start of rehearsals 
programmed for 8th September , at Chepstow Leisure Centre, we will 
be able to plan for a Christmas Music presentation this year. Anyone 
intending to come to rehearsals must notify CCS at present by phone, 
please (number below) –sorry, this is to comply with our own safety 
protocol and also the Leisure Centre entrance arrangements.  

 

An ACTIVE RECRUITMENT DRIVE will also soon be underway. Choral 
Societies need singers ! Come along and join us at CCS as we now 
move forward! Male voices and sopranos will be particularly 
welcomed!  

 

FURTHER INFORMATION ON THIS - AND OUR RE-START—WILL BE 
AVAILABLE VIA CCS WEBSITE and please contact 01291 623310 after 

30th August 2021 if you intend to join with us—as said, this is to 
comply with protocol and organisation at the Centre. 

Please also be aware that the situation remains ever-changing, even at 
short notice. 

 

Thank you. 
Marjorie Duerden, Asst MD,CCS on 01291 623310 
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The Joy of a Church Wedding in Tidenham ParishThe Joy of a Church Wedding in Tidenham Parish  

 

It is so wonderful to have had weddings taking place in 
our church buildings once again.  One of the big sadness’s 
of Covid has been the inability of couples to come 
together before with family and friends to make their 
marriage vows.  Thankfully we have seen a number of 
marriages over recent months which has brought GREAT 
joy not only to the couples who have tied the knot, but to 
all of us who have been able to gather with them to share their joy. 

 
Don’t forget, the Church of England still does Don’t forget, the Church of England still does 

weddings!weddings!  

  

Why have a Church of England Wedding?Why have a Church of England Wedding?   

 

“Marrying in church is personal, meaningful, spiritual and 
beautiful, just as you want it to be.” 

The Church of England 

 

Churches are special places and there are some things about a 

church wedding that you just can’t get anywhere else. 

 

A church is so much more than simply a venue for your 
wedding. Unique and special things become part of your 
marriage, on the day itself and beyond:- 

 A church wedding will add a spiritual dimension to 
your marriage. The ceremony includes God and looks to 
him for help and guidance.  God’s blessing is the main 
attraction for many couples, whatever their beliefs. 

 You can make amazing vows, or promises, in a 
church.  You can only make vows this big in a church. These vows, made 
in public, will help you to stay together and grow together. God and your 
church are there for you to help you keep your vows. 

 The Vicar/Curate/Minister has a very particular role to play in your 
wedding. They can blend ancient tradition and modern experience to 
reflect your story. Because of the relationship with the minister, your 
wedding can be made personal, memorable, meaningful and beautiful. 
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If you’re thinking of replacing big 

household items like washing 

machines, dishwashers or fridge 

freezers, it’s worth waiting and 

saving up for the highest energy 

rating appliances that you can 

afford as this is better for the 

environment and more cost 

effective in the long run. Check out 

sust-it.net for more information on 

energy efficient products. 

 

Could you try a bit of low Could you try a bit of low 

cost DIY to keep cost DIY to keep   

the draughts out?the draughts out?  

Now is a great time to get your 
home prepared for the winter 
weather by draught-proofing 
windows, doors and skirting 
boards. The less you need to rely 
on radiators to keep the room at 
the right temperature, the less 
energy you’ll use. You can make 
your own draught excluder by 
stuffing the leg of an old pair of 
trousers with rice or bubble wrap! 

 

Heat reflective panels behind 
radiators are an effective way to 
prevent precious heat from 
escaping – you can pick up a roll of 
radiator reflective foil for less than 
ten pounds from your local DIY 
shop. 

 
 
 

And if you can’t afford double-
glazing, there’s a special film you 
can buy for your windows, attach 
with double-sided tape and fix with 
a hairdryer! For more tips on DIY 
draught-proofing see 
energysavingtrust.org.uk/advice/
draught-proofing. 

 

Are you eligible for financial Are you eligible for financial 

help with energy saving?help with energy saving?  

There are many different schemes 

available which you may be able to 

apply for depending on your 

circumstances. Check if you’re 

eligible for support on the 

energysavingtrust.org.uk website. 

 

Remember, winter bills are always 
more expensive than summer bills 
so try to budget throughout the 
year. Consider setting up a Direct 
Debit and paying the same amount 
each month to balance out your 
bills, or set up a savings account to 
build up a buffer and cover the 
higher costs in the winter. 
 

Christians Against Poverty (CAP) is 

a UK charity with over 580 services 

across the country delivering debt 

counselling, money management 

education, job clubs, life skills 

groups and more. Visit capuk.org 

to find out more. 
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Save energy, save Save energy, save 

cash, save the cash, save the 

planetplanet 

David Price  
(07539 477286) 

 

As we say goodbye to summer, we 

need to consider the increased 

cost of darker nights even before 

the cold weather comes along 

with higher fuel bills. And with 

climate change at a critical point 

according to a recent report from 

the United Nations, it’s more 

important than ever to consider 

ways to cut down our energy use. 

Read on for some savvy tips to 

help you protect the environment 

and save money. 

  

Are you on the best energy Are you on the best energy 

tariff for your needs?tariff for your needs?  

There are loads of comparison 

sites available online for you to 

check the different energy prices 

so it doesn’t need to take long to 

do some research. Invest five 

minutes using a site like 

moneysupermarket.com/gas-and-

electricity or the Cheap Energy 

Club via moneysavingexpert.com 

and you could easily see some 

quick savings. It pays to stay on 

top of your energy bills, so why 

not set a regular date in your 

calendar to review the tariffs 

you’re paying for your utilities? 

You might also consider getting a 

smart meter installed to help you 

keep an eye on your energy usage, 

cut costs and cut emissions. 

 

Does switching off and Does switching off and 

turning down really save turning down really save 

money?money?  

The Energy Saving Trust has done 

a lot of research and found that, 

yes, you can make significant 

savings by switching off appliances 

rather than leaving them on 

standby – as much as £35 per 

year. Think about things like 

mobile phone chargers, 

microwaves, TVs and laptops – all 

of these can be switched off at the 

plug and cause less damage to the 

environment. 

 

The same goes for turning down 

the temperature on your washing 

machine. If your load is only lightly 

soiled, try setting the wash to 30 

or even 20 degrees. You’ll save 

cash in the long run and cut down 

emissions caused by running your 

machine at higher temperatures. 
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 Church buildings offer outstanding beauty. Old or new, intimate or 
grand, our 16,000 churches are some of the nation’s most stunning 
wedding venues, with two-thirds being listed buildings. 

 Church buildings offer centuries of history. Imagine all the couples 
who have married in your local church, some of whom may well be 
your family. You can feel you’re becoming part of history itself, the 
bigger plan, by marrying in the same place as your relatives. We know 
these sorts of connections can make your day even more special. 

 You can be involved in making choices about your ceremony. 

 For some people, a church simply seems like the proper place to 
get married. Churches can be described as ‘peaceful’, ‘serene’, or 
having an atmosphere that makes marrying there a particularly special 
experience. 
After the wedding you’ll realise the church is more than simply a 
wedding venue. We’re always here for you. 

Weddings can take place in either the Parish Church of St Mary & St 
Peter, Tidenham (right) 
or ST Luke’s Church, Tutshill (left).  Both are fantastic venues. 

 

For more information please contact the Vicar, Revd David Treharne 
Tel: 01291 760034 Email: DTRevd@aol.com 

 
https://www.churchofengland.org/life-events/weddings 

https://www.tidenhamparishchurch.co.uk/  
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Message from Jane Penny – Thank you for all the 
prayers, love and support over the past seven years, 

Thank you for your generous gifts as I leave working in 
Tidenham Parish. With love and prayers, Jane xx 

https://www.yourchurchwedding.org/article/more-than-a-wedding-venue/
mailto:DTRevd@aol.com
https://www.churchofengland.org/life-events/weddings
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Holy Matrimony 
 

Michelle Louise WYATT 
& 

Vasili Michael SOTERIOU 
Sunday, 11th July 2021 at St Mary & St Peter’s Church, Tidenham 

 
Laura Ruth SEARLE 

& 
Frazer Jack DUTHIE 

Saturday, 14th August 2021 at St Mary & St Peter’s Church, Tidenham 
 

Christie Rebecca HARRIS 
& 

Richard BUCHANAN 
Wednesday, 25th August 2021 at St Luke’s Church, Tutshill  

 
Keira Diane DOVEY 

& 
Callum (Cat) MCLENNAN 

Saturday, 4th September 2021 at St Mary & St Peter’s Church, Tidenham 
 

Holy Baptism 
 

Thomas Benjamin THOMPSON 
Sunday, 4th July 2021 

St Luke’s Church, Tutshill 
 

Jaxson Liam AYRE 
Sunday, 1st August 2021 
St Luke’s Church, Tutshill 

 
Lili-Wen Beryl SPICE 

Sunday, 15th August 2021 
St Luke’s Church, Tutshill 

BELL RINGINGBELL RINGING  

Following the lifting of lockdown,  
the Tidenham ringers 

are again practising regularly on Tuesday evenings, 
7.30–9.00 pm. 

All abilities welcome to join us  
– lapsed ringers and newcomers alike  

 

(Tower Captain: Cate Phillips – 01291 624260)  24 

 The Link Parish Magazine                                                           Autumn 2021 

  

Autumn 2021Autumn 2021  

Where does all the time go? 

Where the spring flowers and bird song, 

where the balmy summer days, warm and the wet? 

Autumn is edging in, 

with cooler evenings and shortening days. 

Trees are turning, and leaves beginning to fall. 

Children return to school, 

minds on learning, and the next break. 

Shops fill windows for Halloween and Christmas. 

Farmers are ploughing the fields, 

both here and all around the world. 

They and we wish for a new and better year. 

We can help that happen, 

with love, kindness and buying fair. 

Order your gifts from Traidcraft and share the joy. 

Please ask Julia or Cate for the new Autumn catalogue from Traidcraft 

and order from their latest selection of fairly traded produce and gifts.  

As last year, all orders will be entered into a prize draw for a hamper of 

Fairtrade goodies. 

 

Thank you to all of you who have continued to order produce, cards 

and gifts from Traidcraft through the pandemic.  The need for us to buy 

fair has never been greater, with short supplies of PPE and vaccines in 

the developing world, life is hard there.  Help Traidcraft make a 

difference to the producers that they, as well as us, may 

have the things they need.  

 

With thanks, Julia (01291  622163) 

juliaparsons727@gmail.com  33 
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Highlights from PCC meetings in 

June & July 2021 
 

 Approved appointment of John Dempsey as the 
new PCC Treasurer from 1st August. He replaces 
Ewen Hamilton who has moved away from the 

Parish along with Revd Janice Hamilton. 
 Approve the revised 2021 Safeguarding Policies for children 

and vulnerable adults 
 Agreed that Emma Durbin be appointed the new Youth, 

Children and Families Missioner for the parish from 1 
September. 

 Agreed that the interview process for the new Wellbeing 
Chaplain for the parish proceed on Tuesday 14 September. 

 Agreed that that the drawings for Tutshill PA desk be 
submitted to DAC for their approval. 

 Noted that the Diocesan Buildings Officer has confirmed that 
she wants us to go back to our Church Architect and ask him to 
prepare a revised specification for Tidenham tower/roof repair, 
based on the structural advice we have received 

 Noted that Chase weekly Sunday services restarted at 1800 on 
Sunday evening 13 June – when 16 people turned up! 

 PCC confirmed that 0930 and 1100 are good times for Sunday 
morning live services at Tidenham and Tutshill. 

 Welcomed Revd Nicki Bullivant who was priested in Gloucester 
Cathedral on Saturday 26 June.  

32 

Found in another church’s notices:  

“The church will host an evening “The church will host an evening 

of fine dining, superb of fine dining, superb 

entertainment, and gracious entertainment, and gracious 

hostility.”hostility.”    
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From the Registers 

 
Funerals & Burials 

 

Christine Margaret Miles (aged 83) 
Thursday 4th March 2021 

Funeral Service at St Luke’s Church, Tutshill  
followed by Burial at St Michael & All Angels' Church, Tidenham Chase 

 

Christina Sofia Jenssen (aged 81) 
Thursday 6th May 2021 

 Burial of Ashes at Michael & All Angels' Church, Tidenham Chase 

 

Marjorie Lilian Hicks (aged 99) 
Tuesday 13th July 2021 

Funeral Service at St Michael & All Angels Church, Tidenham Chase 
Followed by Cremation at Forest Crematorium  

 

Peter Nigel Briggs (aged 82) 
Thursday 22nd July 2021 

Funeral Service at St Luke’s, Tutshill  
Followed by Cremation at Forest Crematorium 

 

Margaret Jennifer Johnson (aged 81) 
Thursday 29th July 2021 

Burial at St Michael & All Angels Church, Tidenham Chase 

 

Carol Joy Sime (formerly Branfield,  (aged 78) 
Tuesday 3rd August 2021 

Burial of Ashes at St Mary and St Peter's Church, Tidenham 

 

Janet Dorrington (aged 75) 
Wednesday 4th August 2021 

Burial of Ashes at St Mary and St Peter's Church, Tidenham 

 

Susan Lucy Hewitt (aged 74) 
Monday 9th August 2021 

Funeral Service at St Luke’s Church,  
followed by Burial at St Michael & All Angels' Church, 

25 PTO 
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The aim of the Prayer Diary is to encourage us to pray for our local 
Church and community (see centre pages). 

 

Although this shows October prayer ideas  
this can be applied also in the months following. 

 

It is our Prayer Diary, so please let me know of items 
you would like included. If you have a favourite prayer, 

thought, poem or joke please send it to me.  
Contributions from a variety of people will add to 

diversity, and therefore it should appeal to more people. 

Any contributions or ideas please to 
coombsmargaret@ymail.com (01291 629098) 

Tidenham Parish Prayer Diary – October 2021 (centre pages) 
  
For each day the Prayer Diary has four items 
A person or people often involved in leadership of the Church 
A Church activity 
A community activity 
Things or attributes we value 

 
          From the Registers 

 

Funerals & Burials 
 

Jane Margaret Crawshaw (aged 93) 
Monday 23rd August 2021 

Cremation at Forrest Crematorium 

 

Hazel Kathleen Morgan (aged 75) 
Monday 2nd September 2021 

Funeral Service at St Luke’s Church, Tutshill  
followed by Burial at St Michael & All Angels' Church, Tidenham Chase 

 
Further register  entries will  

appear in the next 2021 edition of the Link 
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We cannot confirm whether the content of this article is accurate, but 
it is a good read and provides food for thought! 
 

Churches resurrect an old Easter customChurches resurrect an old Easter custom  
Many American churches are resurrecting an old Easter custom begun 
by the Greeks in the early centuries of Christianity-"Holy Humour 
Sunday" celebrations of Jesus' resurrection on the Sunday after Easter. 

 

For centuries in Eastern Orthodox, Catholic and Protestant countries,  
the week following Easter Sunday, including "Bright Sunday" (the 
Sunday after Easter), was observed by the faithful as "days of joy and 
laughter" with parties and picnics to celebrate Jesus' resurrection. 
Churchgoers and pastors played practical jokes on each other, 
drenched each other with water, told jokes, sang, and danced. 

 

The custom was rooted in the musings of early church theologians (like 
Augustine, Gregory of Nyssa, and John Chrysostom) that God played a 
practical joke on the devil by raising Jesus from the dead. "Risus 
paschalis - the Easter laugh," the early theologians called it. 

 

In 1988 the Fellowship of Merry Christians began encouraging 
churches and prayer groups to resurrect Bright Sunday celebrations 
and call it "Holy Humour Sunday," with the theme: "Jesus is the LIFE of 
the party." 

 

Many churches from different traditions responded enthusiastically. 
Holy Humour Sunday services are bringing back large crowds to 
churches on a Sunday when church attendance typically drops 
dramatically. 

 

If you Google “Holy Humour Sunday” on the Internet, you’ll be amazed 
at how widespread Holy Humour Sunday celebrations on the Sunday 
after Easter have become among churches of all traditions. It’s clearly 
a movement of the Holy Spirit to shore up belief in the resurrection of 
Jesus. 
 
Both the religious and secular press are now reporting on this 
phenomenon. 

 

https://www.joyfulnoiseletter.com/hhsunday.asp 
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                                     Life GroupsLife Groups 

As well as services there are various opportunities for Christians to meet 
together in small groups to grow in faith & support one another. At the 
moment these are known meetings. All welcome.  

LIFE 

GROUP 

 DAY and 

TIME 

NAME CONTACT 

NO’S 

DETAILS 

OF GROUP 

Meeting for 

Men! 

SUNDAY 

Evening 

7.30pm 

 

James 

Parsons 

 

James 

622163 

  

Men’s Group 

Online 

Life Group 

Meeting 

At St Luke’s  

TUES 

Afternoon 

12.45pm  

start at 

Julia 

Parsons 

and Beryl 

Healey 

01291 

622163 

and 01291 

625551 

Meet for Prayer, 

Bible Study and 

encouragement 

SEDBURY 

SPACE 

 WED  

Evening 

7.30-9.00 

pm  

  Online 

 

REFRESHMENT 

ROOM 

 

online 

WED 

Evening 

7.30pm for 

8.00pm 

start 

Fiona  

Gardiner 

Elm House 

Woodcroft 

  

Fiona 

 01291 

624868 

We will aim to go 

deeper with God, 

to support one 

another in prayer 

and in practice and 

to have fun. 

 

WELCOME  

at Rockymead 

THUR 

1.30-

2.45pm 

Tanya 

White  

 

Tanya 

01291 

623169 

Exploring faith 

through worship, 

prayer and 

discussion. Spirit-

led, Bible based 

time of fellowship 
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A Church of England FuneralA Church of England Funeral  
 

A Church of England Funeral is available for 
all, parishioners in Tidenham Parish and it 
can provide you with hope, ongoing support 
and flexibility 

 

If someone you know and love has died, a funeral led by a Church of 
England minister can be held in church, in a churchyard, by a graveside, 
or at a crematorium. The minister will be there to support you every step 
of the way. 

 

From the moment you are in touch with us, throughout the funeral 
service, and for as long as you need us afterwards, we're here for you. 
The Church of England is in every community, and has been helping 
people mark the end of life for generations. 

 

HopeHope  
The message at all Church of England funerals, wherever they happen, is 
one of hope. Although there is sadness because someone you know and 
love has died, in every Church of England funeral there will also be a 
message of hope in life after death. 

 

Ongoing supportOngoing support  
Wherever you live, wherever the funeral 
takes places, whatever your link to the 
person who has died, the Church of England 
is available for you afterwards. Whether the 
funeral has happened recently or many 
years ago, there is a faith community of 
support in your locality. 

 

FlexibilityFlexibility  
Each person is unique – in personality and in life experience. A Church of 
England funeral allows you to give thanks for the unique person you 
knew and loved in a way that gives comfort and hope. 

 

Find out more at https://www.churchofengland.org/life-events/funerals 
https://www.tidenhamparishchurch.co.uk/ 

https://www.churchofengland.org/life-events/funerals
https://www.tidenhamparishchurch.co.uk/
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